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Warmer weather likely 

for the rest of January
Above average rainfall possible for spring and summer

by Dan Mundt
The recent mild weather in Iowa will likely continue through January, according 

to Iowa State Climatologist Justin Glisan.
“The January outlooks have us at above-average chances of warmer than nor-

mal conditions,” he said.
Chances for precipitation in January are below average.
That could change.
“The caveat there is if you look at the short term forecast going into the middle 

and toward the end of the month, we are still keeping that above average shot at 
warmer than normal conditions – but we’re also looking at above-average chances 
of wetter conditions, as well,” Glisan said.

Iowa could transition into wetter than normal conditions by the end of the 
month, he said.

Coupled with the warmer temperatures, the precipitation is likely to fall as rain.
Glisan said Iowa had above-average precipitation across the state by about 

three-quarters of an inch and temperatures were about five degrees above normal 
in December.

“The majority of the precipitation in December was rainfall, which is anoma-
lous,” he said.

“If the rainfall in December had been with climatologically-expected tempera-
tures, below 32 degrees, we could have had between 10 and 15 inches of snow 
across the state.”

The actual average has been about three inches of snow, he said.
“Typically, Des Moines would see about 13 inches of snow on the ground al-

ready or we would have had a 13-inch snowfall accumulation,” he said. 
Areas south of Interstate 80 have seen above average snowfall, but north of 

I-80 the state has a deficit of between 8 and 12 inches.
An unknown element for forecasts beyond January is the potential development 

of an El Niño weather system.
El Niño is a weather pattern caused by warm surface temperatures in parts of 

the Pacific Ocean.
“We’ve had an El Niño forecast of 90 percent probability to form over late au-

tumn into early winter,” Glisan said. “The sea surface has pronounced El Niño 
behavior, but the atmosphere has not yet caught up with the sea surface tem-
perature. What that means is we are not getting the (atmospheric) convection we 
expect from warmer-than-average ocean waters in the Pacific.”

If El Niño does form, the polar jet stream would move farther north, which would 
cause warmer conditions during the winter.

That effect is not present, so far.
“We are seeing warmer conditions over the last few months,” Glisan said. “De-

cember was five degrees above average statewide, but we’re not attributing that 
to the El Niño signatures since the atmosphere is not responding, yet.”
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