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by Dan Mundt
New and returning attrac-

tions have been finalized in 
the last few days for the 2021 
Tri City BBQ Fest, which starts 
on Friday.

Anna and Elsa, from the film 
“Frozen,” and Spider-Man and 
Captain America will be among 
the guests on Saturday.

The festival has contracted 
with Magical Moments En-
tertainment, of Omaha, to 
bring the characters to Deni-
son, according to Evan Blak-
ley, Chamber & Development 
Council (CDC) of Crawford 
County executive director.

The Tri City BBQ Fest is a 
production of the CDC.

“They’ll be here on Saturday 
from noon until 3 p.m.,” Blak-
ley said. “Kids will be able to 

see these famous characters in 
real life, talk to them and get 
photos with them.”

There is no charge to interact 
with the characters; the festi-
val is covering all the fees.

“It will be like going to Dis-
neyland right here in Deni-
son,” he said. “They will be 
mainly around the Kids Zone 
but they may wander a little bit 
around the festival.”

Adamagic, a magician from 
Omaha, will provide “stroll-
ing magic” from 4 to 7 p.m. on 
Saturday.  

“He’ll be doing a variety of 
magic and wowing people on 
the street,” Blakley said. “We 
have also covered all the fees 
for that.”

Inflatable attractions, such 
as the popular “water walk-

ers,” will return this year to the 
Cobalt Credit Union Kids Zone.

Two new obstacle courses 
have been added; one is for 
younger kids and toddlers.

A joust game, in which oppo-
nents try to knock each other 
off a pedestal, and a hanging 
bar challenge, are also new.

“We have a five-person rock 
wall – the largest we’ve ever 
had,” Blakley said.

All the attractions, except for 
the water walkers, are included 
in the price of the wristbands, 
which are $20 in advance or 
$25 at the event.

“That will allow your kids 
to bounce and run their hearts 
out all throughout the event,” 
he said. “It’s a great bargain.”
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by Dan Mundt
“We do a run every year during the BBQ Fest – 

and this year we’re trying to combine all of the runs 
together that people have missed within the last year 
or two due to COVID,” said WESCO Marketing As-
sistant Manager Sara Woerdehoff.

“We’ve combined the most popular runs, so it’s 
the color run, the bubble run, the neon glow run, the 
water frenzy, candy dash and slime all in one.”

The result has been dubbed the “All-N-1 Fun 
Run.”

“There are different spots on the route where we’ll 
have different stations set up,” Woerdehoff said. 
“Each station will have a different theme.”

The first station is the candy dash.
“When they run or walk through, they’re going to 

want to stop, especially if they have kiddos,” Wo-
erdehoff said.  “We’re going to have a Candyland 
game board with sidewalk chalk and different types 
of candy and a selfie station.”

The color run station is the next on the route; par-
ticipants will have colored powder thrown on them.

“The next station is the bubble station,” she said. 
“We’re going to have three or four of our bubble 
machines that we used last year, so there will be 
mountains of bubbles; pets really liked that one last 
year, too.”

Neon glow is the next station.
“That’s where I personally station myself because 

I think it’s going to be fun,” Woerdehoff said.
“It’s different this year; we’re going to have a 10 

by 20 (foot) tent all wrapped in black.”
Inside the tent, which will be lit with black lights, 

participants get to beat on drums covered with wet 
neon paint.

A selfie station will be available for taking pictures 
of the messy results.

Participants will get even messier at the next sta-
tion, where they will be squirted with slime similar 
to that seen on the Nickelodeon Channel.

“The ‘water frenzy’ is basically just a squirt gun 
fight,” she said. “We kept that for the last because 
this is going to be very, very messy.”

Individuals may sign up until just before the event.
“We did order extra t-shirts because we usually get 

a lot of same-day registrations,” Woerdehoff said.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Saturday on the 

Crawford County Courthouse lawn.
The event begins at 10 a.m.
The 5K route is designed for individuals of all ca-

pabilities. 
Adult registrations cost $30; kids 10 and under are 

$20; kids 4 and under may participate for free, but 
will not get a t-shirt.

The funds raised by the event will go toward off-
setting the costs WESCO clients incur when partici-
pating in athletic events, Woerdehoff said.

She recommends wearing sunglasses – and not 
wearing any brand-new clothing – to the event.

“You will get messy,” Woerdehoff said.

Remember and keep 
their legacy alive

by Gordon Wolf
Speakers at a 9/11 20th anniversary commemoration ceremony in 

Denison on Saturday encouraged people to remember the fallen not 
just on the anniversary but at other times, to keep alive the legacy 
of the fallen.

Monica Walley, library director of Norelius Community Library in 
Denison, where the ceremony took place, spoke about the memories 
of 9/11 that all shared – the unnerving, unsettling events and the 
thoughts of the devastating loss of life.

But she also recalled another memory of 9/11 – the unity that re-
sulted in the United States.

“That was incredible to me,” said Walley, a retired member of the 
U.S. Navy. “Everyone wanted to fly the flag. The companies couldn’t 
keep up with the demand. We were all Americans unified that day, 
a house undivided regardless of race or creed. And we were united 
against an enemy, a common foe. 

“The attack in New York, D.C. and Pennsylvania was an attack on 
all of us,” she continued. “I remember the men and women in uni-
form, the brothers and sisters, comrades in arms. I wore the uniform 
at that time in my career in the service. We all served with resolve. We 
all sacrificed with resolve. Many gave the ultimate sacrifice protecting 
our freedoms because of their resolve.”

Aaron L. Hoffman, who served 29 years in the U.S. Marine Corps 
and was deployed a number of times to combat zones, called his ad-
dress “A Call to Remember.”

He said events like “Remember the Fallen” are important because 
they remind us not just of the shock of the moment but they remind 
us of other important things that we should remember. 

“Time dulls our memory and it dulls our senses and it’s important 
that we don’t forget the lessons that we learned, we don’t forget the 
sacrifices of those at the time and we don’t forget the sacrifices of 
those that followed, and most importantly, we don’t forget the why,” 
said Hoffman. “Why it happened, why it changed events in the 
country, why it changed decisions and the direction of our country, 
and most importantly why it changed who we are today.”
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Tri City BBQ Fest starts Friday
Anna, Elsa, Spider-man and Captain America join the party

Aaron L. Hoffman, who retired from the U.S. Marine Corps after 29 
years and served several tours overseas, encouraged people to remember 
the service men and women who have fallen in The War on Terror as each 
one has a story. He gave his remarks at a 9/11 20th anniversary com-
memoration Saturday at Norelius Community Library in Denison.  Photo 
by Gordon Wolf

“You will get messy.” - WESCO All-N-1 Fun Run is Saturday

Visuals director/content producer Jenna Lambertz, left, rehearses models Jackie Gonzalez, of Des 
Moines, and Eric Cardenas, of Denison, prior to a shoot in the alley next to the Donna Reed Theater. 
Photo by Dan Mundt

Fashion Show 2.0
Saturday was first production day

by Dan Mundt
Cynthia Banda said the first 

2021 Denison Fashion Show 
production day was a success.

Several uptown businesses 
in Denison were the locations 
for the fashion video shoots 
on Saturday.

“Overall, I think we got 
what we needed and it went 
well,” Banda said.

Banda is the project man-
ager/creator of the fashion 

show, which first took place 
in Denison in 2019 as a live 
production on the stage at the 
Donna Reed Theater.

This year’s show is of a 
completely different type.

Short videos are being pro-
duced at local businesses, 
with models showing off the 
clothing and accessories to be 
found there; the videos will be 
posted to social media.

Jenna Lambertz, of Lam-

bertz Photography & Design 
LLC, is the visuals director/
content producer for the proj-
ect.

Banda and Lambertz are 
both donating their time to 
the project.

Saturday’s videos were shot 
at Totally You Boutique, The 
Male Room and The Boutique 
in Denison.
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