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Boy Scout
paper
drives
suspended
New recycling
destination
sought for troop
fundraiser

by Dan Mundt
Dr. Dennis Crabb has been the scout-

master of Boy Scout Troop 55 in Deni-
son for 29 years.

For that whole time, and for five or
six years beforehand, the troop has col-
lected used newspapers and sold them
for recycling.

“We’ve been doing that forever,”
Crabb said.

For the time being, the scouts will no
longer collect newspaper.

Siouxland Recovery, Inc., of Sioux
City, is no longer taking or paying for
newspapers for recycling.

“About nine months ago we had a
load go up to Siouxland Recovery,”
Crabb said. “I never got a check.”

The troop is working to find a new
destination for the papers, but none has
been secured as of yet.

“We have a trailer full of paper and
cardboard and nowhere to go at the
present time,” he said. “We’re forced,
at this point, to suspend collecting our
newspapers because we don’t have any
place to take them.”

Fees paid by the recycler for the papers
collected in the monthly drive have been
used to support the troop.
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Fair just
around
the corner
New attractions
join old standards

by Dan Mundt
“The main new event that we have

this year is the chuckwagon races,”
said Sandy McDonald, Crawford
County Fair executive assistant.

The fair runs July 24 through 29.
Chuckwagon Racers of Iowa-Minne-

sota will put on a show on the Satur-
day night of the fair.

“They literally have horses attached
to chuckwagons and they race,” Mc-
Donald said. “They were at Sac (Coun-
ty Fairgrounds) last week and every-
body raved about them.”

Four teams of horses and wagons
will take part in the races.
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Man accused of striking
eight-month-old baby
Faces more charges for damaging jail, assaulting officers

by Gordon Wolf
Tanner Alexander Harms is facing a felony charge for allegedly striking and shaking

the eight-month-old baby of the Denison woman with whom he lives.
Harms, 21, was arrested on a warrant served July 1 for child endangerment – serious

injury, a Class C felony, and domestic abuse assault – 1st offense, a simple misdemeanor.
According to the criminal complaints filed in district court, Harms is accused of strik-

ing the eight-month-old multiple times in the skull at about 2:29 a.m. on June 30. The
actions resulting in head trauma injuries, including a swollen forehead and bruising to
both eyes and the head.
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Business model goal
is for the “missing middle”
to be home owners

by Gordon Wolf
At the invitation of Denison City Man-

ager/City Engineer Terry Crawford, Steve
Gilbert, founder of Rural Housing 360,
presented to housing agency members
and others how his business could be
one of the solutions to a lack of workforce
housing in the county.

The Rural Housing 360 business
model focuses on what Gilbert calls the
“missing middle” – those people whose
incomes are too high for them to qualify
for any assistance and not high enough
to afford a custom-built home.

Rural Housing 360 works with em-
ployers and communities and helps guide

employees from the loan pre-approval
process through moving into their home.

Rural Housing 360 has a finance man-
ager, project manager and a portfolio of
modular home plans from 600 to 1,500
square feet – and soon 1,700 square
feet – to choose from. The homes are
constructed at the business’s property
in Martendsale, located about 10 miles
south of Des Moines on Interstate 35.

Gilbert started Rural Housing 360 as an
offshoot of a state initiative in which he
was involved. After six months of travel-
ing for the state, he said he sat back and
decided to continue to travel, this time for
his newly-formed business.

So far he has visited more than 140
Iowa communities in 45 counties and
has conducted a number of workshops,
including a series of meetings organized

by the Iowa League of Cities. It was at
one of these workshops, at Grand Junc-
tion on June 20, that Crawford met and
spoke with Gilbert.

Gilbert said he is able to travel to pro-
mote Rural Housing 360 and not charge
anything for his time because of the
other businesses he owns – a plumbing
and heating business, two True Value
hardware stores, a spray foam insula-
tion business and a home construction
business.

He said this is the first real year of op-
eration for Rural Housing 360. Already
seven model homes for communities are
being completed while another seven are
closing. Gilbert added that another 20
are “in the funnel.”
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Rural Housing 360 offered as one
solution to county’s housing shortage

Not farewell. It’s till we meet again.
Friends, as well as family, gathered at the Stables at Copper Ridge Thursday afternoon to celebrate the life of Bruce A. Binning, who

for 52 years was a photographer at the Denison Bulletin and Review. Binning was an icon of the community and county because of
the events and people he photographed. A photo of Binning taken a number of years ago is pictured on a panel of television moni-
tors during a presentation of his life as a family man. Binning, age 77, died on June 18 after battling health issues. Photo by Dan Mundt

Achievement Days auction raises
$3,150 for Spencer woman

by Dan Mundt
Aaron and Deb Gress, of rural Charter Oak, are customers of Spencer Ag Center of

Spencer, which is where they met feed saleswoman Jaci Hermstad.
“We worked with her for about two years,” Deb said.
Jaci is 25 and was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) in February. She

has an aggressive version of the disease called FUS p525L mutation.
She went from being able to drive a car to needing a walker in two months.
Deb and Aaron wanted to support Jaci, who is currently undergoing experimental

treatment in New York City, New York.
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Denison man arrested
for holding handgun
to woman’s head
Allegedly threatens to kill
woman and their son

by Gordon Wolf
Cesar Sanchez Piceno, 43, of Denison,

is facing a felony extortion charge after
allegedly holding a handgun to a wom-
an’s head and threatening to kill her and
their son.

He was allegedly under the influence
of alcohol at the time.

The incident took place at about 11
p.m. on July 7. The criminal complaint
said Piceno placed the handgun to the
victim’s head to get their son, a minor,
upstairs.

The extortion charge is a Class D fel-
ony.

Piceno was also charged with do-
mestic abuse assault, display or use
of weapon- 1st offense, an aggravated
misdemeanor; domestic abuse assault
– 1st offense, a simple misdemeanor;
and possession or carrying a dangerous
weapon while under the influence, a se-
rious misdemeanor.

He was released from jail on July 8
after he posted $5,000 bail. He was or-
dered to appear in court at 11 a.m. on
July 19.


