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Playground duty
Miguel Sosa, a patrol officer with the Denison Police Department, challenges students at St. Rose of Lima Catholic School

to a foot race on the playground on Tuesday afternoon. Sosa, Police Chief Dan Schaffer and Sergeant Doug Melby,
and Mike Schrum with the Denison Fire Department, spent the lunch time with students in observance of Catholic Schools
Week this week. The playground duty by members of the police department was an added bonus. Photo by Gordon Wolf

by Dan Mundt
“Faith is not about everything turning out okay. Faith

is about being okay no matter how things turn out.”
That quote, one of Coleen Barngrover’s favorites, has

been printed on t-shirts that are being sold as part of a
benefit to help pay for some of her expenses while she
is being treated for cancer.

The quote is accompanied by the “Faith, Hope, Love”
symbol, which comprises a cross, a heartbeat and a
heart.

To raise funds, Coleen’s friends have organized the
Coleen Barngrover Cancer Benefit, which will take place
on Sunday, February 16.

“We know that there are going to be many extra ex-
penses that they will have that won’t be covered by in-
surance,” said Coleen’s friend Jodi Head.

Jodi has been helping organize the benefit.
Coleen can’t work and her husband, Glen, has missed

work and has to travel back and forth to the hospital.
“They have a farm and animals and all the daily

things that have to be done,” Jodi said.
Some changes will have to be made to Coleen and

Glen’s house for when Coleen comes home, she said.
Jodi, office manager for Crawford County Conserva-

tion, met Coleen through Glen when Jodi and Glen both
worked in the courthouse.

BARNGROVER BENEFIT, Page 12

Bridge replacement approved

E16 traffic to be
detoured when
project begins

by Dan Mundt
The Crawford County Board of Supervisors on Tues-

day awarded a contract for the replacement of the
bridge over Big Creek on Crawford County Road E16.

The bridge is located about two miles east of
Schleswig between 240th and 250th streets.

Gus Construction Company, of Casey, was awarded
the $493,525.27 contract.

Crawford County Engineer Paul Assman said he
could not talk to the contractor about the schedule until
the contract has been signed – but he is hopeful that
the project will begin in the near future.

When construction gets underway, traffic on that
portion of E16 will be detoured.

The official detour will be north on Highway 59, east
on Ida County D54 and then back south on Highway
39.

If construction proceeds normally, the project will
take about 2.5 months.

“We’ve got a really good contractor,” Assman said.
“We’ve worked with them on a number of projects so I
have every reason to believe that it will go well and in
the two and a half month timeframe we’ll have it done.”

The current concrete bridge at the location has tim-
ber pilings that are deteriorating.

“They are decaying to the point where the bridge
would have to be posted or weight restricted,” he said.

Assman said the bridge would not have to be weight-
restricted for two or three more years, but an overlay
project on E16 that will take place in 2021 caused the
bridge to be moved up on the schedule.

The E16 project will result in a new road surface from
Highway 59 to the Carroll County line.

“I don’t want to do an overlay and then go back in
there in four or five years and tear everything (the cur-
rent bridge) out,” he said.

Bridge projects on paved roads have added costs as-
sociated with removing some of the pavement.

The county has opted to replace the current bridge
with a twin box culvert.

The box culvert design will create a crossing with no
width or weight restrictions or guardrails.

“Most people won’t know it’s there,” Assman said.
Residents in the local area were sent a letter from

the county informing them of the 2020 bridge project.
Once the schedule is set, the residents will be given

additional information, Assman said.
Many variables play into when the project will start,

he noted.

by Dan Mundt
Dawn Mentzer, CEO of the Rolling Hills Community

Services Region, visited the Crawford County Board of
Supervisors meeting on Tuesday to give a budget update
for the mental health and disability agency.

The following is an edited and condensed account and
reflects the opinions of those involved in the discussion.

Rolling Hills serves Buena Vista, Carroll, Calhoun,
Cherokee, Crawford, Ida, Sac and Woodbury counties.

Mentzer said the Rolling Hills governance board met
on January 8 to discuss budget scenarios for the coming
fiscal year.

“We looked at different per capita targets for next year

because we wanted to make sure we were able to invest
in the core services we’re going to need going forward,”
she said.

Rolling Hills doesn’t have the levy capacity, even if the
maximum-allowed levy of $42.79 were imposed, to de-
velop all the services mandated by the state, she said.

“Of the eight core services that we have to have in place
by July of 2021, we have three of them,” Mentzer said.

Mentzer gave the Rolling Hills board an estimate of
$6.5 million as the cost for starting up the five additional
services.
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Lee Enterprises to buy
Berkshire Hathaway
newspaper operations
Includes Denison Bulletin and Review

Lee Enterprises, Incorporated has entered into a de-
finitive agreement with Berkshire Hathaway to acquire
BH Media Group’s (“BHMG”) publications and The Buf-
falo News for $140 million in cash, it was announced
Wednesday morning. Berkshire Hathaway is providing
approximately $576 million in long-term financing to Lee
at a nine percent annual rate.

The proceeds from the Berkshire financing will be used
to pay for the acquisition, refinance Lee’s approximately
$400 million of existing debt and provide enough cash on
Lee’s balance sheet to allow for the termination of Lee’s
revolving credit facility.
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The County Road E16 bridge over Big Creek. Photo by
Dan Mundt

A community steps up
Coleen Barngrover benefit on February 16

Coleen Barngrover with a copy of her play, “Un-Uttered,
or All the Things They Never Talked About,” which is
about the early days of Dow City. File photo

Rolling Hills increases levy
Maximum levy authority not enough
to provide all required services


