
by Gordon Wolf
The importance of be-

coming educated about 
cancer and taking an 
active role in a person’s 
own health care will be 
among the points Dr. 
David Wright will make 
when he speaks at Craw-
ford County Relay For 
Life on June 14.

Wright is a general 
surgeon at Crawford 
County Memorial Hos-

pital in Denison. Most 
of his specialty work is 
in colon cancer screen-
ing and breast cancer 
screening. He may touch 
on screening for other 
types of cancer if time 
permits.

In an interview with 
the Denison Bulletin and 
Review, Wright said that 
some screening mea-
sures can actually be 
preventative.

For example, colon 
cancer screening, or colo-
noscopies, are used for 
diagnosis but can also be 
therapeutic in removing 
polyps.

“The thought is a lot of 
that may be preventing 
cancer because some of 
those tiny polyps have a 
potential to grow into can-
cer,” Wright explained.
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Relay For Life 
Schedule 

Friday, June 14, 2019
Denison High School

5:00 p.m. Opening Ceremonies
 Arrival of Honorary Survivor Logan Tibben 

by fire truck
 Enter into gym
 Posting of the colors by American Legion
 National anthem
 Welcome
 Introduction of honorary survivor
 Guest speaker - Logan Tibben
5:30 p.m. Team Lap
 Concession stand open (registered survivors 

receive complimentary meal; $5 for others)
 Basket bidding/ticket sales open
 Mission Station open in gym
5:45 p.m. Sponsors Recognition
 Certificate presentation
 Sponsors group photo
6:00 p.m. Guest speaker from St. Anthony’s Cancer 

Center, in gym
6:30 p.m. Bill Riley Talent Show in Fine Arts Center
7:00 p.m. Kids Zone opens in upper level of gym
8:00 p.m. Guest speaker Dr. David Wright, in gym
8:30 p.m. Basket winners announced
9:00 p.m. Luminaria ceremony in gym
9:45 p.m. Closing ceremonies

Note: Times subject to change

by Gordon Wolf
In 2002, a new activity at Crawford County Relay For 

Life was a fire truck ride carrying a guest speaker to the 
opening ceremonies.

Logan Tibben, a 12-year-old who had battled neu-
roblastoma earlier that year, was the first guest rider.

Logan, now 29, will take the fire truck ride again 
on Friday, June 14, to the opening ceremonies at this 
year’s Relay For Life and will speak at the event.

“It’s kind of nice to go full circle and do it again 17 
years later,” said Logan.

He recalled that Judy Thams, a member of the Craw-
ford County Relay For Life Committee, was the person 
who asked him to speak in 2002.

As a sixth grader, Logan had two tumors removed. 
He was fortunate that the surgery removed all the can-
cer and he didn’t have to go through the chemotherapy 
that was anticipated,

According to the American Cancer Society, neuro-
blastoma starts in certain very early forms of nerve 
cells, most often in an embryo or fetus. Most neuro-

blastomas begin in the abdomen; about half of these 
start in the adrenal gland. The cancer occurs more often 
in infants and young children and is rare in children 
older than 10 years.

That’s why it was surprising that Logan was diag-
nosed at age 12 with neuroblastoma.

A Relay For Life column published in September 25, 
2018, Denison Bulletin explained that Logan began 
experiencing stomach pains after basketball practice 
in March 2002. When the pain continued through the 
night, his parents, Scott and Karen, took him to the 
doctor the next day. X-rays revealed two masses in 
his abdomen, and Logan and his parents were immedi-
ately sent to Children’s Hospital in Omaha. The masses 
were connected to his adrenal glands at the top of Lo-
gan’s kidneys.

Logan will talk about what he went through again 
this year, but it will be from a perspective of someone 
with 17 more years of life experience.
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Coming full circle

After 17 years, Logan Tibben 

returns as Relay For Life speaker

On June 14, Logan Tibben will talk about his battle with neuroblastoma 12 years ago and how it has shaped his life. 
He is pictured with his wife, Jessica, and their daughter, Aria.  Photo submitted

The importance of an active role

in cancer education and prevention

St. Anthony cancer 

center speaker at this 

year’s Relay For Life
A speaker from the cancer center at St. Anthony Regional 

Hospital in Carroll will participate in this year’s Crawford 
County Relay For Life. 

The name of the individual was not available at press time 
for this special section but will be published in the Denison 
Bulletin and Review before Crawford County Relay For Life 
on June 14.

St. Anthony Regional Hospital is a lead sponsor for Relay 
For Life in a number of area counties, including Crawford 
County. Representatives of St. Anthony speak at a number 
of Relays and congratulate volunteers in each county for 
putting on successful events.

 On April 23, St. Anthony broke ground on a $16.5 mil-
lion regional cancer center. 

The 20,720 square foot building will be located on the 
southeast side of the Carroll campus. It will open in 2020.

St. Anthony Hospital Board and St. Anthony Foundation 
Board members, administration and medical staff commem-
orated the event by moving the first shovels of dirt.

At the ceremony, Ed Smith, St. Anthony president and 
CEO, said, “This groundbreaking event signifies the of-
ficial build of our new cancer center. St. Anthony Hospital 
and St. Anthony Foundation Board members, volunteers, 
staff and our community members are working diligently 
to see this project come to fruition. We know there is much 
work yet to do, but this spring we are one step closer to 
opening a tremendous facility to continue the fight against 
cancer.”

Tom Gronstal, St. Anthony Hospital Board chair, gave 
a presentation that showed features of the cancer center 
including upgraded, next-level treatment technology, ex-
panded space with natural lighting for improved patient 
experience and convenience, and improved coordination of 
care, all under one roof. 
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