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by Dan Mundt
“I have no idea how many hours I

have in it,” said Cliff Miles of his newest
creation, which looks like a ’35 Chevy
but is actually a modern car under a
(mostly) vintage body.

Miles recently finished bringing the
Chevy back to life in his shop south of
Denison.

He’s had the car out on the road a few
times since he finished working on it,
but he hasn’t burned the tires off, yet.

“But I will before this guy (the new
owner) comes to get it,” he said.

Miles has been working on the car
since 2018.

He considered a variety of colors for
the car, but the Chevy’s buyer settled on
an expensive hue called “Glory Red.”

“If you buy a new Chevy pickup with it
(Glory Red) on there, it’s about a $2,000
extra,” he said.

Miles thought he had someone lined
up to paint the car, but when that didn’t
work out he painted it himself in his

shop.
“I had to buy a new paint gun to paint

with and I painted it right in here,” he
said.

The car received four coats of color
and five coats of clear.

“I’m not going to say how many coats
of primer – but a lot of them,” Miles said.

Painting is not one of the parts of the
project that he enjoys very much, he
said.

He put a modern Chevy pickup motor
in the car along with a modern trans-
mission.

“I had a place in Texas do the wiring
on the harness kit because General Mo-
tors has wires going everywhere,” he
said. “They simplify things and they
also hop the motor up a little bit.”

He said it runs well.
His philosophy is to build cars that

will be driven – not stored in a shed.
The Chevy has air conditioning, power

steering and power brakes.
He fabricated the frame, floorboards,

rear suspension, most of the front sus-
pension and the lower halves of the
doors.

Miles completely reworked the rack
and pinion steering assembly and built
the exhaust system from scratch.

He also installed a system, of his own
design, to keep the rear-opening “sui-
cide doors” from opening while the car
is in motion.

Something new – and disappointing –
on the project was the quality of parts
that he received from overseas manu-
facturers.

The first set of digital gauges, which
required a lot of programming, didn’t
last very long.

“I told Nancy (his wife), ‘Let’s go for
a cruise in it,’” he said. “We went down
and filled it up with gas and there wasn’t
a gauge left working after that.”

The next set of gauges had different
sending units.
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CCMH responds to letter circulating in community

Is it an old car or a new car?

Former CCMH
doctor’s letter
causes concern

by Dan Mundt
Crawford County Memorial

Hospital (CCMH) administration
on Tuesday addressed concerns
brought about by a letter written
by Dr. Todd Woollen, who had
been employed by the hospital.

Woollen saw his last patients
at the hospital on Friday and re-
signed on Monday, according to
CCMH President and CEO Erin
Muck.

Brad Bonner, CCMH executive
director of human resources and

inside legal counsel, said the
resignation letter was part of
Woollen’s confidential person-
nel file and was not subject to
an open records request.

Bonner noted that if Woollen
had been fired, that document
would be subject to an open
records request – but no such
document exists.

In his three-page letter, which
was widely distributed on social
media, Woollen recommended
that the community prepare for
a severe outbreak of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19), which
has infected tens of thousands
and killed about 2,000 – pri-
marily in China, Singapore and
Japan.

Woollen said children should
not go to schools or daycare fa-
cilities and that people should
not go to church or shake hands.

Muck told the Bulletin and Re-
view that she wouldn’t comment
on the letter.

“That is his document and he
needs to be the one to speak to
that,” she said.

The Bulletin and Review has
been unable to contact Woollen
but would welcome his com-
ments.

Muck said CCMH defers to
the Iowa Department of Public
Health (IDPH) concerning is-
sues such as COVID-19.
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Flu is the concern for county
Flu has killed 14,000 in the U.S.;
coronavirus has killed zero

by Dan Mundt
Kim Fineran, public health director of Crawford County Home Health,

Hospice & Public Health, said the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) is low
in Iowa and Crawford County.

“Across the state, Public Health is currently monitoring 27 people - and
it’s important to stress that these people do not have symptoms,” Fineran
said. “There have been zero cases of COVID-19 in Iowa and only 15
cases in the United States.”

No one has died from COVID-19 in the United States.
For a realistic look at where concerns should be placed, the above

numbers should be contrasted with the numbers for this year’s flu season.
“In Iowa, in the last reporting week alone, Iowa Department of Public
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At left: Cliff Miles with the ‘35 Chevy in 2018 as he was working his way through the project to bring the car back to life. At right:
The car, which Miles recently put on the road, is essentially a modern car in a vintage body. Photos by Dan Mundt

The latest Cliff Miles creation hits the street

Adams receives
deferred sentence,
3 years of probation

by Gordon Wolf
Following acceptance of a plea agree-

ment by all parties, Robert Gale Adams,
59, received a deferred sentence for
fraudulent sales practices associated
with his car dealership business and
was placed on three years’ probation
in district court in Crawford County on
Tuesday morning.

Judge Steve J. Andreasen handed
down the sentence after asking manda-
tory questions to affirm that Adams un-
derstood what the plea agreement would
mean and the rights he would be giving
up.

On May 15, 2018, Adams, who owned
Adams Motor Company in Denison,
Manning and Ida Grove, was arrested
and charged with 16 counts by the Iowa
Department of Transportation.

Under the plea agreement, Adams
pled guilty only to Count No. 14, fraud-
ulent sales practices under $10,000, a
Class D felony. The other 15 counts were
dropped.
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St. Patrick’s Day
Parade 30th
anniversary

Parade
will honor
Curnyns and
O’Neill

by Dan Mundt
Denison will celebrate the 30th anniver-

sary of the town’s St. Patrick’s Day parade
on Saturday, March 14.

The parade this year is dedicated to the
memory of parade founders Joe and Mari-
lyn Curnyn and Brian O’Neill, who contin-
ued the tradition of the parade.

“Joe and Marilyn Curnyn kind of spear-
headed the whole thing,” said Susan Grau.
“They started talking to people and got
more people interested and it just contin-
ued to grow from there.”

O’Neill took over the parade when Joe
Curnyn died.

Grau worked with O’Neill on the parade,
so she was the natural choice to take over
the job after O’Neill died last year.

A car with just a driver, and signs with
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by Gordon Wolf
The proposed tax levy for fiscal year 2020-2021 for the City

of Denison is virtually the same as it is for the current year.
The city council is proposing an overall property tax levy of

$19.05141 per $1,000 assessed valuation.
(Note: For the purposes of this article, the figure of $19.051

is being used.)
The current year’s levy is $19.052.
The proposed 2020-2021 levy is also nearly the same as in

fiscal year 2017-2018 ($19.057) and fiscal year 2018-2019
($19.053).

Fiscal year 2017-2018 was the last time the city’s property
tax levy increased. The year before (2016-2017), the levy was
$18.605 per $1,000.

City Clerk Lisa Koch explained during a budget presentation
the components of the overall property tax.

The city will be asking for $1,808,793 in property taxes for

the general fund levy. That is based on a levy rate of $8.10
per $1,000.

The $8.10 amount is the maximum general fund levy rate
allowed by the state. The vast majority of Iowa municipalities
are at the $8.10 limit.

For 2020-2021, the city will not levy taxes for the taxi ser-
vice and the operation and maintenance of the conference cen-
ter, as it has in the past. This year those levies raised $21,193
for the taxi service and $30,168 for the conference center.

“If we included those, it would increase our overall tax levy,
so I left those at zero,” Koch explained.

She continued that property values in Denison did increase,
and with the valuation increase the city could have levied for an
additional $55,900 for the general fund, but by not taxing for the
taxi service and the conference center, it will basically be a wash.
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Denison’s proposed property tax
levy stays nearly the same


