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Buck Snort
lands in Denison
New restaurant to open
in early 2021

by Dan Mundt
Swamp Donkey and Grunt Snort Wheeze burgers

will be on the menu in Denison early next year when
the newest Buck Snort restaurant opens.

“It’s all American food,” said Chris Polley
He and his wife, Carrie, own the Buck Snort in Har-

lan and are building the new one in Denison.
The restaurant will be in the former Robin’s Nest/

Denison Realty building to the west of Thrifty White
Pharmacy.

“We’re a fast casual restaurant,” Polley said. “We
don’t have wait staff.”

Diners order from a menu board at the entryway
and staff bring out the order when it is ready.

Along with the Harlan location, the franchise chain
currently has restaurants in Council Bluffs, Glenwood,
Neola, Oakland and Red Oak.

“They are all independently owned franchises and
they’re just here on the western side of Iowa right
now, but we are heading east,” Polley said.

Another Buck Snort has been proposed for Exira,
he said.

Along with an array of burgers, Buck Snort offers
smoked ribs, smoked prime rib, pulled pork, pizza,
wraps, tenderized tenderloins, salads and specialty
sandwiches.

“We run daily specials for lunch and we do break-
fast one day a week on Sundays,” he said.

The restaurant will be open seven days a week.
Buck Snort will have a pub with a variety of craft

beer and cocktails.
“If they want a glass of wine or a mixed drink with

their meal we can accommodate them,” he said.
“We don’t stay open to two o’clock in the morning,

though. We’re not a bar and I don’t want people to
think we have that feel.”

The restaurant will offer a family dining experience.
“I want people to be able to bring their kids in,”

Polley said.
Buck snort will not have pool tables or other bar

games.
During the spring, summer and fall, the restaurant

will feature a rooftop bar.
Remodeling will also involve pushing the front of

the building back and adding overhead doors.
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Final 2020 Market in
the Park will take place
on courthouse lawn
Event will coincide with
the Brew & ‘Que

by Dan Mundt
The last Market in the Park for 2020 will take place

on Saturday, September 19, during the Backyard Brew
& ‘Que event in Denison.

Grant Fineran, lead organizer for Market in the Park,
said he met with Evan Blakley, executive director of the
Chamber and Development Council (CDC) of Crawford
County, in July about combining the events.

The CDC is producing the Brew & ‘Que event, which
is a one-time-only replacement for the Tri City BBQ
Fest. The BBQ fest was canceled this year due to coro-
navirus concerns.

“I said that would probably be a good event for us
to join, rather than having our two events going on
separately that day,” Fineran said. “We’ll get a mix of
the different crowds coming up to see both the music
but also to do farmers market activities.”

Blakley visited the Crawford County Board of Super-
visors meeting on July 28 to pitch the idea of having
the Market in the Park event take place on the Crawford
County Courthouse lawn, which was approved.

Fineran said that because the Brew & ‘Que will have
music later in the afternoon, live music will begin dur-
ing the morning at Market in the Park.

“We’ll start running our live music around 9 a.m.
that day and it will get over around 1:30 or 2 (p.m.),”
he said.

Three acts are scheduled.
Market in the Park will run from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. that

day and will be the last of the season.
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Work begins on Eventide’s new nursing facility
Work on Eventide’s new 84-bed nursing facility began Friday at Broadway and 20th Street, the former location of

Crawford County Memorial Hospital. Lueder Construction, of Omaha, Nebraska, is the construction manager. Above,
Bedrock Gravel & Concrete, the subcontractor for site demolition and earthwork, moves some of the estimated 80,000
cubic yards of dirt that will be removed from the site. The dirt is going to property on 12th Avenue South. Community
Living Solutions, of Des Moines, is the architectural firm for the project. A formal groundbreaking ceremony will be con-
ducted toward the end of September. The new skilled nursing facility is designed according to a community-living model
of skilled nursing care. Eventide’s existing skilled nursing facility is 56 years old and represents the institutional model
of care. It will be demolished. Part of that area will be transformed into parking and green space. Photo by Gordon Wolf

by Gordon Wolf
The year 2020 will be among

those are remembered for decades
or even 100 years from now, for the
challenges it presented farmers.

In fact, before giving out Century
Farm awards to three areas families
in Ida Grove on Friday, Iowa Secre-
tary of Agriculture Mike Naig called
the year unprecedented.

One reason points to why the Cen-
tury and Heritage (150 year) farm
awards were offered on a regional
basis instead of at the Iowa State
Fair, the traditional venue – the
coronavirus pandemic. It caused the
state fair to be canceled and created
market disruptions for farmers.

A second reason for the “un-
precedented” label is the derecho
which, on August 10, blew across
770 miles from southern South Da-
kota to western Ohio and damaged
an amount of cropland estimated
anywhere from six and one-half
million to 14 million acres in Iowa.

“We’ve dealt with adverse weath-
er in agriculture before. We do it
every year, but this one’s different
with damage on a scale we haven’t
seen before,” said Naig.

He later added, “When I think
about what it takes for you to be
here today, celebrating a Centu-
ry Farm, or some of our Heritage
Farm award winners, think of all

the things that happened in that
stretch of time. What we’re living
through right now, they’re going to
talk about 100 years from now as
families gather to be presented with
awards.

“We’ll get through this,” he con-
tinued, “but it is one of those mark-
ers in time that we’ll talk about. We
hope that we’re stronger on the
other side of it.”

Among the families recognized
Friday in Ida Grove was the Gary
and Linda Reimer farm located on
E Avenue west of Schleswig. Their
son, Jerrod, farms the land.
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The past gives perspective on
today’s challenges to agriculture

Wheelies in Westside
On his first trip ever down the track in a tractor pull, 9-year-old Jarett Tomka, of Arcadia, pops a wheelie, much to his

delight and to the amusement of his father, Joe, who rides on the fender. The action took place Sunday at the Westside
Thunder tractor pull, sponsored by the West Central Iowa Pullers. Jarett said he wanted to do it again someday. His
father said next time he would add a lot of weight to the front end of the tractor. Photo by Gordon Wolf


