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Supervisors 
discuss Ridge 
Road tower 
negotiations

Lease is on 
the table

by Dan Mundt
The Crawford County Board of Su-

pervisors on Tuesday discussed the ne-
gotiations that have taken place so far 
concerning the transfer of ownership 
of the Ridge Road radio tower from the 
Crawford County Firefighters Associa-
tion (CCFFA) to the county.

The following is a condensed and edit-
ed account of the 30-minute discussion.

Iowa State Auditor Rob Sand in June 
determined that the CCFFA can’t own 
the Ridge Road radio tower they claimed 
to own because it was paid for with state 
and county 911 funds that can only be 
used by governmental entities.

Sand said the CCFFA also owes the 
county $18,186 for tower rental fees.

Supervisor Ty Rosburg said that As-
sistant County Attorney Martha Sibbel 
said Duane Zenk should not be present 
for the negotiations because of concerns 
about conflict of interest.

As the 911 coordinator, Zenk was re-
sponsible for arranging the funding for 
the tower; he is also a member of the 
CCFFA.

Zenk was at the recent meeting be-
tween the supervisors and the CCFFA, so 
no negotiation took place, Rosburg said.

The CCFFA said they paid $10,000 
for a shelter and $6,000 for a generator, 
Rosburg said.

He said he told the CCFFA he wanted 
the association members’ thoughts on 
the county buying or leasing the CCFFA 
property on which the tower sits.

Rosburg said he was told that most of 
the tower rental money received by the 
CCFFA goes toward training exercises 
for county firefighters.

“It was designed as a miniature fire 
school at the local level to get more 
people involved,” said Supervisor Kyle 
Schultz.

Rosburg said he wanted transparency 
to make sure nothing ever gets called 
into question in the future.

“I would prefer to own the land but 
when talking to the fire association, 
they’re not interested in selling,” Super-
visor Jean Heiden said.
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Heading to 4th Avenue North
Among the most popular spectator events this week was the preparation and the moving of the house at 416 North Main Street 

a distance of about three blocks to the southeast corner of 4th Avenue North and North 14th Street. Nathan and Amber Mahrt, of 
Denison, purchased the house from Dr. Dennis and Jane Crabb and hired DNC Movers to take the house on its journey. Among the 
challenging parts of the move was getting the house down the steep grade pictured above to North Main so it could be put on dollies 
for the move. Workers from Denison Municipal Utilities had to shut off the power late Tuesday afternoon so the house could be moved 
under the power lines. Also pictured above, a worker from Quality Communications makes sure the roof of the house clears a cable. 
The house was moved on Wednesday and as of Thursday evening it was waiting to be lowered to the new foundation on 4th Avenue 
North. See more photos in this issue.  Photo by Gordon Wolf

More than 20 
employers will 
be on hand

by Dan Mundt
IowaWorks will conduct a drive-

through job fair at the Denison Io-
waWorks office from 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 14.

“We have been gathering packets 
of information from employers in the 
area; they’re submitting flyers with 
job openings and applications. We’re 
going to be putting together some fold-
ers and handing those out to job seek-
ers as they drive through the parking 
lot,” said Chad Pierce, IowaWorks 
business marketing specialist.

“We’re hoping for a big turnout, and 
we hope we can start to address some 
of the worker shortages we’re seeing 
in the area.”

He said that more than 20 employers 

have submitted information. 
“Everyone who has reached out and 

expressed their interest in participat-
ing will have a flyer in the folder,” 
Pierce said.

“We have a lot of employers say-
ing they have hiring needs in the local 
area.”

Many are looking to immediately 
hire employees, and high-paying po-
sitions are available, he said.

The Denison IowaWorks office is 
located at 504 Highway 39 North in 
Denison, between McDonalds and 
Pizza Ranch.

“We’re encouraging people to come 
into the parking lot, drive up to the fa-
cility, and IowaWorks representatives 
will be there in front of the office hand-
ing out flyers and packets of informa-
tion,” he said.

“We will also have a few select em-
ployers that may be setting up a table 
or a booth. Job seekers are encouraged 
to visit with them.”

The employers booths/tables will be 

set up outside under an awning.
“Also, all of our services that we typ-

ically offer in the office will be avail-
able,” Pierce said.

“Anyone who wants to come in and 
apply for jobs using our computers or 
services, that’s certainly going to be 
available to them, as well.”

The drive-through event was chosen 
in response to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic.

“We’ve slowly started to open up 
our services to the public,” he said. 
“We’re doing this drive through as a 
COVID precaution but we’re hoping to 
do more indoor events later on in the 
year.”

The main office is open for walk-ins, 
he noted.

“We’re hoping for a good turnout and 
we’re hoping to get some folks back to 
work in the near future,” Pierce said.

For more information, contact the 
Denison IowaWorks office at 712-
792-2685 or at DenisonIowaworks@
iwd.iowa.gov.

IowaWorks drive-through job fair is Wednesday

by Gordon Wolf
The Denison Police Depart-

ment reported that between July 
2 and 4 they received 30 calls on 
fireworks being set off in the city 
limits and issued 28 citations.

The information was conveyed 
by City Manager/City Engineer 
Terry Crawford, reading from Po-
lice Chief Dan Schaffer’s notes at 
Tuesday’s city council meeting.

Many of the citations came as 
officers were on regular patrol 
and figured out where the fire-
works were coming from.

The fine is $50 for a first of-
fense. The amount of the fine 
increases with subsequent of-
fenses.

When it was pointed out that 
other cities have bigger fines, 
Mayor Pam Soseman said she 
was not opposed to increasing it.

The money from the fines goes 

into the police department’s bud-
get under tickets.

Councilman John Granzen 
pointed out that no signs are 
posted in the city telling people 
that they cannot shoot off con-
sumer fireworks.

Councilwoman Jessica Garcia 
said that the ban on shooting 
consumer fireworks received a 
lot of communication - on social 
media, in the newspaper and in 
the mayor’s talk on the radio. She 
added some people were sharing 
information about the ban on so-
cial media, with some sharing the 
information more as a joke than 
taking it seriously.

She added that when she was 
at her parents’ house in Denison 
on July 4, fireworks were shot 
off in three nearby houses in a  
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Denison Police Department 
fields 30 fireworks complaints; 
issues 28 citations

Milk maid in the making?
Tatum Schechinger tries her hand at milking a pretend cow at the Manilla Public Library on Wednesday. 

Crawford County Farm Bureau and Loess Hills Agriculture in the Classroom presented the dairy-themed “Tales 
and Tails” program. Youth heard the reading of the book, “Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish (Tales of the Dairy 
Godmother,” taste tested milk, made a cow’s tail and had an ice cream treat. A glove filled with water with 
a hole in one finger served as the makeshift cow’s milking parts.  Photo by Gordon Wolf


