
by Dan Mundt
Saturday will mark the start of

something new in Denison with the
first “Market in the Park,” which
Grant Fineran hopes will replace
the Denison Farmers Market as
soon as next year.

In the last five years, the num-
ber of visitors to the farmers
market has steadily declined,
according to Fineran.

“Overall foot traffic has
gone down dramatically each
year,” he said.

Fineran took over the
farmers market from Dale
Segebart two years ago.

“Last year, the least we had
come through was about 45
to 50 people,” he said. “The
highs were maybe around 90
to 100.”

Five years ago, about 100
to 150 people visited the
farmers market every week, he
said.

Fineran got together with Cham-
ber & Development Council (CDC)
of Crawford County Executive Di-
rector Evan Blakley and came up
with the idea for Market in the Park.

Meriah Blakley, Evan’s wife,
signed on to create the graphic de-
signs.

“Ever since I took over, I’ve been
wanting to create something that was
more like the downtown Des Moines
Farmers’ Market,” Fineran said.

He envisions a marketplace that
will include farm produce, baked

goods such as breads, pies, choco-
lates and cookies, as well as tex-
tiles, arts and crafts.

He already has about 15 ven-
dors, covering most of those bases,
signed up.

Market in the Park will take place
on the second and fourth Saturday

of each month, from 9 a.m. to noon,
through October 12.

Dyersville started a similar mar-
ket last year with 12 vendors, he
said.

“With a lot of word of mouth
and a lot of advertising, they have
grown to 68 this year,” Fineran
said.

The Dyersville market takes place
just once a month, he noted.

Vendors for Market in the Park do
not have to be from the local area.

“We’re not limiting ourselves to
Denison,” he said. “All these differ-
ent communities have small busi-

nesses that are trying to get their
names out there.”

He would eventually like to have
40 to 50 vendors at the market.

“We want to create a farmers
market that isn’t just a couple of
small businesses selling produce,”
Fineran said.

Washington Park is the
right place for the new mar-
ket for several reasons, he
said.

The large open areas will
provide room for the mar-
ket to grow and the park’s
features will make the mar-
ket a destination for fami-
lies.

“We wanted to make
something more family-
oriented and more-com-
munity oriented,” he said.
“What better place than the
park?”

Kids can play on the park’s fa-
cilities while their parents shop.

Fineran said they may add a
bouncy house, a bag-toss tourna-
ment and live music.

“We’re looking for local talent
who play instruments and sing,”
he said.

Local nonprofits have expressed
interest in doing fundraising dur-
ing the market.

Washington Park will make a
better place for a market than the
current location, he said.
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Corn on track;
beans behind

by Dan Mundt
The rain the area received last week

was important for the corn crop, said
Mike Witt, Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach field agronomist
for Crawford, Carroll, Greene, Shelby,
Audubon and Guthrie counties.

“There is very good subsurface mois-
ture and the corn can get down and get
to it, but that upper range was starting
to get depleted,” Witt said.

Moisture for roots in the upper part
of the soil has allowed significant corn
growth in recent days, he said.

“You’ve probably seen that corn has
been shooting up like mad,” he said.

The wet spring delayed corn planting,
but everything did get planted in the
local area.

“You might start seeing a tassel in
the next 10 days on the earlier-planted
corn,” Witt said.

The corn planted earliest is at about
the V12 stage (corn with 12 leaves) and
is moving right along, he said.

“Overall, I would say our corn looks
very good,” Witt said. “It’s a really good,
dark green.”

Some of the later-planted corn looks
a little “iffy,” but that’s to be expected,
considering how the year has gone, he
said.

The corn is doing much better than the
soybeans.

“Soybeans are kind of all over the
board,” he said. “Soybeans look pretty
rough right now, due to some of the late
planting and the late spring.”

Soybeans are at about R1 stage.

“They are just starting to get their
first flowers out there,” Witt said. “Even
though the beans are small, they still
have flowers. That makes a big differ-
ence on when you can spray.”

Soybeans are growing, but they will
probably be of a shorter stature this
year, he said.

Last week’s rain was good for the
beans because the small plants have
trouble reaching the subsurface mois-
ture.

Crawford County crops are about aver-
age for the region at this point, Witt said.

“We didn’t get in as early as we want-
ed to. As far as others in the state, we
are probably closer to being where we
should be than other folks are,” he said.
“We’re not perfect - we did get in behind
– but better timing of planting was done
in Crawford County than in a lot of coun-
ties around the area.”

Crawford, Carroll and Shelby counties
and parts of Ida and Sac counties were
lucky with the weather.

“They were able to get in fairly close to
on time; still not when they wanted to,
but closer than others,” Witt said.

The crop outlook for the rest of the
growing season will depend on the
weather.

Meteorologists are predicting lower-
than-average rainfall for western Iowa
for the rest of the year, Witt said.

Subsurface moisture is still at good
levels, so he’s not ready to say the crops
will have problems due to a lack of mois-
ture.

His biggest concern at present re-
mains the lateness of planting and the
effect that will have on harvest.
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Keeping the past alive
McCann to speak about
POW camps in Iowa

by Dan Mundt
Linda McCann grew up near Waverly and all

through her life she heard stories about the prisoner
of war (POW) camp that was south of town during
World War II.

“I heard about it and I knew where it was,” she
said. “I knew it had German war prisoners.”

She was shocked to find that many people in the
Waverly area had never heard anything about it.

When she was considering writing a book on the
subject, she asked her granddaughters, students in
the Waverly-Shell Rock Community School District
who were 16 and 18 at the time, if they knew any-
thing about the POW camp.

“They couldn’t believe they’d never heard of it,”
McCann said. “The older one said, ‘Why didn’t we
learn this in school?’ I said I would bet that her
teacher had no clue there was a POW camp just out-
side of town.”

McCann talked to her publisher and was given the
go-ahead for a book on the subject.

That’s how her book, Prisoners of War in Iowa,
came to be.

McCann has written 12 books on Iowa history.
“I like to find parts of Iowa history that people

maybe don’t know about and then write about it,”
she said.

She enjoys researching the subject and then talk-
ing about it when she has finished writing.

McCann said Iowa had two primary POW camps in
World War II. One was in Algona and the other was
in Clarinda.

Each camp held about 3,000 POWs from Germany,
Italy and Japan.

Iowa had 17 other “branch camps,” of which the
Waverly camp was one.

“They (the branch camps) would have prisoners
to help with the harvest or with a specific project,”
McCann said.

“When I started researching, I had no clue there
were that many in the state.”

She talked to many older people who had worked
with the POWs, had them work on their farms or had
gotten to know them in some way.

Her research led her to an unexpected conclusion
about the war effort.
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Crops survive the wet spring

The pedal to the metal
Jackson Steinkuehler, of Schleswig, shows the determination that won first place in the

9-10 boys’ division of the pedal tractor pull at the Charter Oak Achievement Days on
Sunday evening. Rabbit, poultry and swine shows were on Monday evening and beef
and sheep shows will be featured this evening, as well as a petting zoo, pony rides and
bingo. Wednesday’s events include a style show and the livestock sale. See more photos
on Pages 5 and 12. Photo by Gordon Wolf

A family destination
Market in the Park starts Saturday

Summer bargains this week
The annual Cat & Dog Days

will offer bargains at a number of
Denison businesses this Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday, July 11,
12 and 13.

Cat & Dog Days is an event or-
ganized by the Chamber & De-
velopment Council of Crawford
County.

To get a preview of the deals

that will be offered at sidewalk
sales and inside businesses, see
the advertisements on Pages 6
and 7 of today’s Denison Bulletin
and in this week’s Ad-Visor.


