
by Dan Mundt
“You have to tear it down to see

what you have and then start build-
ing it back up,” said Nathan Mahrt,
industrial technology teacher at
Denison High School (DHS).

Students in Mahrt’s World of
Construction class at DHS are
doing just that at the Shaw Man-
sion in Denison.

His class – mostly juniors and
seniors with a few sophomores –
is spending every other class day
at the Shaw Mansion.

“The first part of this is demo-
lition of things that were added
on to get back to the way it was
originally,” Mahrt said. “The thing
about renovating, for me, is you
get to see how a house is decon-
structed and then to reconstruct it.
The kids get to see how, after 100
years, this is how a house stood
up.”

The students see the problems
that occurred over time - and Mahrt
teaches them about how those is-

sues can be improved.
For the first couple of weeks of

work at the house, he felt he had
to keep a close eye on the students.

“I needed to see everybody at all

times to see who worked best with
who and to work out the dynam-
ics,” he said.
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by Gordon Wolf
In August, Loren Strait, a veteran from

Charter Oak, applied to go on a Brushy
Creek Honor Flight to Washington, D.C.

In October, the Charter Oak-Ute (CO-U)
Middle School Student Council launched
its Greenlight sale, a fundraiser to send
a veteran on an honor flight.

The two initiatives intersected last
Thursday when the student council pre-
sented to Strait the proceeds from the
fundraiser - $722.46 - more than enough
to send one veteran on an honor flight.

Strait wasn’t the intended recipient
from the start, however. He didn’t find
out until last Tuesday that his honor
flight application had been approved.

And Brenda Christiansen, the stu-
dent council advisor, didn’t know about
Strait’s application until Thursday when
Louise Galbraith, with the county’s vet-
erans affairs office, told her.

During an assembly in the Charter
Oak-Ute gym on Thursday afternoon,
Strait thanked the fifth- through eighth-
graders for their fundraising efforts.

He said he will be going on the Brushy
Creek Honor Flight that is scheduled for
May 9.

Brushy Creek Honor Flights flies vet-
erans from Fort Dodge to Washington,
D.C. for a one-day tour of the war me-
morials.

This is the second year that the stu-
dent council organized a fundraiser for
Brushy Creek Honor Flights. Last year it
was a movie party that raised more than
$400.

When Christiansen learned that it
takes more than that to send one veteran
on the flight, she used it as an incentive
for the student council’s Greenlight sale.
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Levies down,
valuations up
County budget hearing
set for March 10

by Dan Mundt
The Crawford County Board of Supervisors will con-

duct a public hearing on March 10 concerning the pro-
posed budget for the fiscal year that begins on July 1.

The proposed levy rate for urban residents is $5.54
per thousand dollars of taxable property.

That rate would be a decrease of .059 cents from the
urban levy for the current fiscal year.

The proposed levy rate for rural residents is $9.69,
which would be a reduction of .0052 cents per $1,000
of taxable property from the current rural levy rate.

With the above rates, taxes levied would be
$9,577,416 in the next fiscal year; that would be an
increase of $354,445 over the current fiscal year, due
to increases in property valuations.

Under the proposed budget, the total fund balances
would decrease by $993,168, due in large part to ad-
ditional funds assigned to secondary roads, which will
be performing more projects and repairs in the next
fiscal year.

See the public notice on page 11 for more detail of
the proposed county budget.

The public hearing on the budget will take place at
10 a.m. on March 10 in the Crawford County Board of
Supervisors Boardroom in the courthouse.

A moment frozen in time
Elsa (Chloe Koch) sings during the coronation scene with a chorus of townspeople at the Denison Middle School

musical, “Frozen Jr.” Hannah Ewoldt, as the bishop, and Shelby Kastner, as Anna, oversee the ceremony. The musical
was performed at the Denison High School Fine Arts Center on Thursday evening. Photo Dan Mundt

DHS student Johnathan Grissom begins to remove an unused chimney to
open more area in the second-floor bathroom. Photo by Dan Mundt

Denison budget
includes state
backfill money

by Gordon Wolf
The proposed budget for the City of Denison includes

the state commercial-industrial replacement payment –
more commonly known as backfill - at 100 percent.

The backfill is the money cities and counties receive
from the state to offset an exemption of property taxes on
commercial and industrial properties. That exemption was
part of the tax reform legislation of 2013.

The proposed budget includes the provision for state
backfill funds of $171,000 divided among the city’s gen-
eral fund, the employee benefit fund and the debt service
fund.

City Clerk Lisa Koch told council members during last
week’s budget presentation there has been talk about
the state ending the backfill.

“If they take it away from us, it will be a substantial
amount of money to us, but even with those budget-
ed, our main general fund (balance) is projected to be
$536,000,” she said.

She added she is conservative when she does the
budget so believes the general fund balance will end
at $550,000 or higher.
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CO-U Student Council thanks a vet by
funding his honor flight trip

Vietnam War-era veteran Loren Strait, of Charter Oak, speaks to Charter Oak-Ute middle
schoolers about his service in the U.S. Army. Brenda Christiansen, the student council advi-
sor, holds a check from a fundraiser to send a veteran on an honor flight. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Tearing it down to build it up

DHS students help restore
the Shaw Mansion


