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On Sunday, the top senior showmen in seven shows at 
the Crawford County Fair went head-to-head to see who 
would win top honors in the All-Around Showmanship 
Contest. 

The 4-H and FFA youth had turns showing a steer, 
hog, sheep, goat, rabbit, chicken and horse. Jason Gor-
den, a member of the Boyer Rooters, won with the high-
est overall score.

This year some switching was necessary  to fill all 
seven categories in the overall showmanship contest. 
Andrea Gehling, senior poultry showman, was unable to 
compete. Evelyn Henschen, the reserve senior showman 
in the poultry contest, stepped in for that category. Hen-
schen was the champion senior showman in the rabbit 
contest, so the reserve senior, Gorden, represented that 
contest in the All-Around Showmanship contest. Gorden 
was the champion senior showman in the goat show, and 
the reserve senior, Jordan Hanson, represented goats in 
Sunday’s show.

Other champion senior showman competing were 
MaKia Smith, beef; Austin Wessel, hogs; Renee Grimm, 
beef; and Skyler Lingle, horses.

The youth are tested on their knowledge of cuts of 
meat, gestation periods, the names of feathers, anato-
my, market prices and other information a top showman 
should know.

Judges for the All-Around Showmanship contest were 
Kyle Wadsworth (goats), Dr. Doyle Slavik (rabbits), Sara 
Swafford (sheep), Dana Boeck (poultry), Whitney Re-
imers (horse), Mike Vogt (beef) and Brian Rank (hogs).

Again this year, for added entertainment, staff from the 
Crawford County Extension Office competed in their own 
showmanship contest and were judged by the showmen 
from each contest.

Paige Amenell, program coordinator; Brynna Baum-
hover, county youth coordinator; and Ashlynn Lingle, 
summer intern, were tested on all seven animals. Lingle 
was the winner.
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Overall Showman

Jason Gorden was the winner of the All-Around Show-
manship contest on Sunday, July 29. He is pictured with 
Jan Henningsen, who sponsors the annual contest in 
memory of her late husband, Bob Henningsen. Gorden 
received a plaque, a belt buckle and $50 for winning the 
contest. Photos by Gordon Wolf

2011: Thomas Buresh
2012: Sara Swafford
2013: Jane Hoffmann
2014: Anna Baughman

2015: Emily Boettger
2016: Kourtney Grimm
2017: Jenna Simon

Prior All-Around Showmanship winners

Ashlynn Lingle takes a goat through its paces.

The official start to the 
2018 Crawford County Fair 
on July 25 was filled with 
messages about the impor-
tance of agriculture, rural 
life, community involvement 
and service to the nation.

Veterans were treated to 
a free lunch during a Vet-
erans Appreciation Day 
observance. They were also 
encouraged to visit booths 
to learn more about ser-
vices for veterans and their 
dependents.

At left: The United States 
and the 4-H flags were 
raised during the ceremony.

Below left: Veterans eat 
lunch. 

Below: Kyle Schultz pro-
vides information about 
the county’s KIA Memorial 
Bridge program.


