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by Dan Mundt
Those in need of assistance

during the ongoing COVID-19
crisis have a new place to turn
to for help.

“Crawford Cares” is a Face-
book-based organization that
will connect volunteers to com-
munity members who may be
less self-reliant.

Organizer Jill Popham said
she had conversations with a
number of community mem-
bers, including Don Luensmann
with Crawford County Memori-
al Hospital, Evan Blakely of the

Chamber & Development Coun-
cil (CDC) of Crawford County
and Pastor Jennifer Olson of
the United Presbyterian Church
in Denison.

“We have many rural com-
munities that don’t necessarily
have a lot of infrastructure to
their community to help them-
selves,” she said. “They need
something within their own
communities that we would
connect people to be able to
help each other.

“If somebody in Charter
Oak needs baby formula, it

doesn’t serve any purpose for
somebody in Denison to try to
respond when there may be
somebody in Charter Oak who
can help.”

“Crawford Cares” will act as
a message board to connect
those people.

Individuals who want to vol-
unteer to make deliveries and
individuals in need of assis-
tance are encouraged to join
the “Crawford Cares” page on
Facebook.

The same information has
been posted on Channel 13 on

the local cable television sys-
tem.

Those without internet or
Facebook access may relay a
message to the page through
Popham at 712-269-0205.

The overriding goal is to
have a way to be responsive
to individuals in need without
putting volunteers at risk, she
said.

Volunteers will be asked to
leave items on doorsteps or in
other designated places to limit
interactions and maintain the
required “social distancing.”

“I want people to be comfort-
able in doing that, with the idea
that we’re helping each other
but still protecting ourselves,”
Popham said.

Individuals in need are en-
couraged to be specific about
their specific needs and in
which community they live.

“Whether it be a loaf of bread,
peanut butter, a few groceries –
or medications picked up with
prepayments arrangements al-
ready made,” she said.
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“Crawford Cares” during COVID-19
A new service to connect volunteers to those in need

A semblance of normalcy

This group of soccer players took a break from all the news about the coronavirus and made use of the decent tem-
peratures on Wednesday to get some exercise and recreation, before the weather turned colder and rainy on Thursday.
Photo by Todd Danner

County offices
closed
Supervisors approve
disaster declaration

by Dan Mundt
The Crawford County Board of Supervisors voted to

close all county offices to public access at the end of the
business day on Tuesday due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic

The policy will continue at least through March 31.
Doors to all county offices are now locked and ac-

cess will be permitted by
appointment only.

Contact information
is posted at each county
office. Business must be
done directly through the
office contact. (see list of
phone numbers below)

A drop box is available
outside the courthouse
for any mail delivery.
Other deliveries will be
coordinated by county
department heads.

The closed-door policy
will be reevaluated by
March 31.

At the request of Crawford County Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator Greg Miller, the supervisors ap-
proved a disaster declaration for the county.

Miller said the declaration will free up money from
the state and federal governments and will make it
easier for Public Health to get supplies such as masks
if they become available.

The declaration will cover all areas of the county.
The supervisors also decided to waive sick leave

policies and allow employees to borrow ahead on sick
leave after all other leave benefits have been expended.

All county employee vacations were also suspended.
Crawford County office phone numbers:
Assessor: 712-263-3447
Auditor: 712-263-3045
Clerk of Court: 712-263-1279
County Attorney: 712-263-5609
County Engineer: 712-263-2449
Juvenile Services: 712-263-5442
Recorder: 712-263-3643
Sheriff: 712-263-2146
Treasurer: 712-263-2648
Veterans Affairs/Mental Health and General Relief:

712-263-5448

Erring on the side
of caution

by Gordon Wolf
“I would like to be able to say at the end of all of this,

‘Well I guess we didn’t need to do it.’ I would love to
be able to say that at the end of this. But that’s what’s
being said, is that hopefully we’re going to say, ‘Well,
I guess the government didn’t need to do all the things
that they did’ instead of ‘Why didn’t we shut it down?’”

The statement made Tuesday by Denison City Coun-
cilman David Loeschen when discussing the city coun-
cil’s decision to close the library in light of the COVID-19
pandemic and the public health disaster emergency is-
sued earlier that day by Gov. Kim Reynolds.

But the language Loeschen used had broader impli-
cations that encompassed the closing of or the change
in service for establishments where large numbers of
people congregate – at least larger than the 10 people
that is now the limit.

Those closings and changes went into effect at noon
on Tuesday and will continue until 11:59 p.m. on March
31, unless modified by another proclamation or order of
the Iowa Department of Public Health.
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by Dan Mundt
After teaching music education for

33 years, 26 of which were in Deni-
son, Patti Bekkerus has decided that
this spring will be her final semester
as the Denison Middle School (DMS)
instrumental music teacher.

She will be replaced by her son
Peter Bekkerus, who is a 2015 Deni-
son High School (DHS) graduate.

“Knowing that he’s going to step
in and continue in the job that I’ve
been doing fills my heart with so
much joy and pride that I can’t even
put it into words,” Patti said.

Peter studied instrumental music
education at Iowa State University
(ISU), where he also participated in
a wide variety of music activities,
such as the ISU Marching Band,
Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band. He
also performed with several choirs.

He did his student teaching at the
high school and middle school in
Gilbert, which is just north of Ames.

He graduated from ISU in the
spring of 2019 and has since been
teaching high school band and fifth

and sixth grade band at Hartley-
Melvin-Sanborn in northwest Iowa.

Patti said she didn’t push Peter
one way or the other about applying
for her job in Denison.

“It was amazing when he decided

that he wanted to apply for it,” she
said. “He is going to be a great band
director - he already has been in his
current teaching job.”
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Carrying on the tradition
One Bekkerus to retire, another hired

Patti Bekkerus directs a middle school band in this file photo from 2015.

By now most households should
have received official U.S. Census
Bureau mail that invites people to
complete the 2020 Census.

The Census Bureau is asking
people to complete their form on-
line, by phone or by mail when the
invitation to respond arrives

To respond online, go to my-
2020census.gov.

The invitation to complete the
census will have an ID number to

be used when responding online.
The 12 character ID (letters and
numbers) acts like a PIN.

Households will also receive a
reminder letter about the census
between March 16 and 24.

Those that do not respond after
receiving the reminder letter will re-
ceive a reminder postcard between
March 26 and April 3.

Additional notifications to com-
plete the census will also be sent

out between April 8 and 16 (a re-
minder letter and a paper question-
naire) and April 20 and 27 (a final
reminder postcard).

Answers provided on the census
form are kept completely confiden-
tial.

Census Day will be observed na-
tionwide of April 1. When complet-
ing the census, people will tell the
Census Bureau where they live as
of April 1, 2020.

Census invitations arriving
Respond online, by phone or by mail


