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First 

impressions, 

lasting 

memories

by Michelle Friedrichsen
Ryan Reimers and Clarissa Adams both knew within 

the first month after they met that they were the ones 
for each other. 

Guthrie River Ruckus Country Music Festival was 
the setting. Clarissa and her friends went to a campsite 
where they knew someone from school. Ryan was there 
with some of his work friends. She tried to teach him 
how to line dance to the song “Footloose,” and he tried 
to teach her the Copperhead Road line dance.

First impressions are important, and in Ryan and Cla-

rissa’s case, they’re everything. 
“I thought he was really attractive, but I didn’t let him 

know that,” Clarissa said. “When we started talking, we 
discussed church and band and realized that we had a 
lot in common.” 

“I thought she was cute and easy to talk to,” said Ryan. 
“We talked about church and other things we had in 
common, but I thought she was out of my league.” 

Their first date didn’t disappoint. Ryan picked Clarissa 
up from her parents’ house. She tried to rush out the door 
to save him from having to meet her parents on the first 

date, but he insisted on meeting them and shaking their 
hands. They went to HuHot Mongolian Grill in Council 
Bluffs and talked so much that they barely ate anything.

Carissa knew by around the third date that Ryan was 
the right one for her.

“People always told me I would just know when I was 
with ‘The One,’ and they were right,” she said. “He is 
everything I wanted, and everything I didn’t know I 
needed.”
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A chance meeting 

brings Ryan and 

Clarissa together


