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Four submit letters
for Denison City
Council seat
Appointment on tonight’s
meeting agenda

by Gordon Wolf
As of Monday afternoon, four individuals had submit-

ted letters to the City of Denison, asking to be appointed
this evening to a vacant At-Large seat on the city council.

The four are Dan Leinen, Greg Miller, Terry Long and
Beth Vogt.

The city council’s agenda lists that individuals inter-
ested in filling the vacant seat will be allowed up to five
minutes to say why they should be appointed.

The council seat became vacant effective June 4 with
Brittany Okker’s resignation; she moved from the com-
munity. Okker had been appointed to the council seat
on April 3 last year after Rachel Desy resigned from the
council to spend more time with family and to focus on
her health during a pregnancy. Desy had been elected to
a four-year term in November 2017.

The individual appointed to the council seat will serve
until municipal election this November. That election will
determine the person to fill the remaining two years of
Desy’s term.
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by Dan Mundt
Nick Ingram has been play-

ing Magic: The Gathering since
he was nine years old, which
means he’s been playing for
about 18 years.

His years of effort with the
game paid off in May when he
won the Magic Mythic Champi-
onship Qualifier in Little Rock,
Arkansas.

The event was a 114-per-
son, seven-round tournament
that concluded with the top
eight competitors playing in a
single-elimination bracket that

left one player standing.
Ingram was that player.
His reward was an invitation

to compete in Mythic Champi-
onship IV in Barcelona, Spain.

That competition will award
prizes of $500,000.

“I didn’t think there was ever
going to be a time where I’d
have a shot at playing on the
professional circuit,” Ingram
said.

Magic, as it is known, is a
strategic card game usually
played between two players.
Each player starts with 20 life

points and the game involves
trying to reduce an opponent
to zero life points with magical
spells and mythical creatures
from the cards.

“When I was younger, I
played mostly with my brother
Spencer and my dad and my
other siblings,” Ingram said.
“Since then I’ve met most of
my good friends through play-
ing and I still play with a few
of the kids that I went to high
school with who are some of
my best friends.”

Ingram is a 2010 graduate of

Denison High School.
He lives in Bentonville, Ar-

kansas, and is a project man-
ager at Walmart Corporate,
where he works on private
brands for the company’s dry
grocery products.

Magic: The Gathering has
been around since 1993 and
has had a pro tour almost that
entire time, Ingram said.

“It’s the longest living – to
my knowledge – collectible,
playable card game,” he said.
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Logan Tibben, of Denison, releases doves, a symbol of hope, to open the Crawford County Relay For Life activities
Friday evening at Denison High School. Tibben was one of the featured speakers. He first spoke at Relay For Life 17
years ago, when he was 12, after he had surgery for neuroblastoma. Tibben’s message this year centered on what
became possible in his life by getting a second chance. See more photos on Page 6. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Hope takes wing

Laurel Olsen teaches workshop students the dance moves to the Oompa Loompa song. The workshop has 52 students
this summer. Photo by Dan Mundt

Oompa Loompas take the stage in Denison
Summer musical
theatre production
is Saturday

by Dan Mundt
“If you like theater, I think the

most joyful form is when you get
to see kids on stage having a lot of
fun doing what they’re doing,” said
Laurel Olsen, director of the summer
musical theatre workshop produc-
tion of “Willy Wonka Kids.”

The workshop, which is for kids
from kindergarten through eighth
grade, is sponsored by the Donna
Reed Foundation.

Olsen is a language arts instructor
at Denison High School (DHS) and
has directed plays at the school and
for the foundation during the last 16
years.

Her challenge with the musical
theatre workshop is to bring every-
thing together in just five days of
rehearsal for a production on Sat-
urday.

Prior to the first rehearsal on Mon-
day morning, Olsen went through
the script many times, made up all
the choreography for the songs and
then practiced everything so she
could teach the moves without hav-
ing to refer to her notes.

She also familiarized herself with

all the music and the various cues
that will take place during the show.

Her production team has about
a dozen high school students and
adults. She recruited the high school
students to help during the school
year.

“Some of them had helped last
year and are really excited to help
again and there are a few extras
who hadn’t helped in the past that
wanted to help, too,” she said.

Olsen was drawn to Willy Wonka
Kids because the show is fun.

“It has a lot of great music and the
characters are so classic,” she said.
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Playing at a pro level
Denison native to compete in Mythic Championship IV

Schleswig man may have had
heart attack while driving

An accident report filed by the Crawford County
Sheriff’s Office says a 68-year-old Schleswig man may
have suffered a heart attack while driving a pickup
north on Highway 59 Wednesday morning.

Larry Eugene Polzin was traveling on Highway 59
when the 2008 Ford F250 he was driving ran off the
road to the right, entered the ditch and ramped up over
a field driveway. The pickup landed about 30 yards
away, continued to travel through the east ditch and
came to a stop across a creek bed.

The report said witnesses had to break out the pick-
up’s rear window to gain access to Polzin, who had no
pulse. Witnesses also shut off the pickup.

Crawford County Medical Examiner Dr. Dennis Crabb
was contacted. Polzin’s body was sent to Ankeny for
an autopsy.

The accident happened shortly before 10 a.m.

Let Your Light Shine
Mosaic’s annual talent
and art show is next week

by Dan Mundt
“Our mission calls us to help create a meaningful

life for people, and that’s one of the things this talent
show does,” said Jennifer Unruh, senior community
relations officer at Mosaic in Western Iowa.

Mosaic’s Let Your Light Shine talent and art show
will feature artwork and performances by people with
disabilities.

The show is an opportunity for Mosaic clients – and
others with disabilities – to show off their talents in a
safe and comfortable venue, Unruh said.

“It’s not just for the people that Mosaic serves,” she
said. “It’s an opportunity for anyone in the community
to participate.”
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