
Denison City Council members moved forward on June 
19 with a development agreement they hope will spark an 
increase in housing construction by approving an agree-
ment with John Heuton, of Carroll.

The agreement focuses on five lots in the Oakridge 
Heights Subdivision, located west of Crawford County 
Memorial Hospital. The city purchased Lots 46, 47, 48 
and 49 and Outlot B from David Reisz.

Titles for Lots 46 and 47 were conveyed to Heuton first. 
He is not required to pay the city the agreed upon lot price 
of $30,000 (the price on Outlot B is $10,000) until he sells 
the developed property. He had to begin construction of 
a two-unit condominium on each lot within 90 days of 
receiving the title and he must complete the construction 
project on each lot within 12 months. Councilman Corey 

Curnyn, who began discussing the agreement with Heu-
ton in March, said it provides an incentive for developers. 
They don’t have to tie up their capital in the cost of the lot 
but can instead use it to construct housing.

Pictured at right is construction work being done on the 
condominiums in January.

City and county officials address housing in other ways. 
A report on a county-wide housing study estimated that 
through 2023, the county will need 454 housing units, 
representing a construction budget of $109.66 million. 
Of the 454 housing units, 241 should be owner-occupied 
homes and 213 should be rental properties. New and re-
habilitated properties are part of the mix. The study was 
funded by the City of Denison, Crawford County, Denison 
Municipal Utilities and Black Hills Energy.

The total cost of the study was $24,000,
divided into two portions - $18,000 for the
portion focused on Denison and $6,000
for the rest of the county. The Crawford
County Board of Supervisors provided
$6,000 for the county’s share. Among
the contributions toward the city’s share
were $3,000 from Black Hills Energy and
$6,000 from Denison Municipal Utilities.
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Tuesday, June 19

Denison City Council hopes incentive sparks more housing starts

On May 18, the Iowa Economic Development Author-
ity (IEDA) Board approved an application for incentives 
from Continental Carbonic Products, Inc. 

The industry is currently in the midst of constructing 
to construct a $19 million, 35,000 square-foot dry ice 
manufacturing facility near Denison.

Continental Carbonic will use carbon dioxide (CO2) 
supplied by The Andersons Denison Ethanol plant just 
southwest of Denison. CO2 is the input product required 
to create dry ice.

The new industry will mean 40 full-time jobs, which 

pay $16.54 an hour or higher.
The plant will be Continental Carbonic’s first loca-

tion in the state of Iowa and their 49th location in North 
America.

The company is a subsidiary of Matheson Tri-Gas, 
Inc., and specializes in the manufacture and distribution 
of dry ice and liquid carbon dioxide. The company is also 
the nation’s largest distributor of dry ice “blast cleaning” 
equipment.

According to its application, Continental Carbonics 
Products has applied for a total maximum award from 

the state of $1,054,630. This is in the form of a $125,000 
forgivable loan, $951,229 in investment tax credits and 
$103,401 in sales, service and use tax refunds.

For a local match, the company is using the Crawford 
County Board of Supervisors’ current tax abatement pol-
icy and would seek a three-year, 100 percent property 
tax abatement that would amount to $225,000 under 
current tax abatement policy

At the CDC’s Business Appreciation Breakfast in Oc-
tober, representatives of Continental Carbonic said the 
plant is expected to be completed by the end of May 2019.

RAGBRAI rolls through county

From the May 22 Denison Bulletin

Dry ice manufacturer begins project in Crawford County

Tuesday, December 18

Controversy 

at city hall
City Manager/City Engineer Terry Crawford, City 

Clerk Lisa Koch and Fire Chief Cory Snowgren were 
placed on paid administrative leave on December 18 
by Mayor Jared Beymer.

The action was due to a personnel issue, according 
to a statement from the city.

On a 4-1 vote on December 21, the council hired 
BrownWinick Attorneys at Law, of Des Moines, to 
serve as the city’s special counsel.

BrownWinick later hired James Gilliam, an attor-
ney from Des Moines, to conduct the investigation 
and conduct interviews.

Very little was said about the nature of the in-
vestigaiton until attorneys for Snowgren and for 
Crawford and Koch released public statements that 
pointed to the construction of a roof prop at the fire 
training facility, the gift of three vacation days from 
Koch to Snowgren and a raise Koch received in 2017. 
These issues were discussed at length during the 
public forum segement of the January 8 city council 
meeting.

Snowgren, Crawford and Koch were all reinstated 
to their positions at the January 8 meeting.

Gilliam’s investigation has been completed, and he 
was scheduled to make a report to the city council at 
a meeting Thursday, January 24. 

This publication went to press on the evening 
of Tuesday, January 22. To read about the council 
meeting, see the Friday, January 25, Denison Re-
view, or go online to www.DBRnews.com.

Putting three city officials on paid administrative 
leave was not the only controversy that took place 
at city hall in 2018.

On September 4, opinions clashed among the 
mayor, councilman John Granzen and firefighters on 
a proposal to change the name of a communications 
channel from “Fire Paging” to “Fire EMS.” The clash 
of opinions and personalities led to the resignation 
of Duane Zenk from the Crawford County Land Mo-
bile Radio committe. 

At a council meeting in November, Beymer and 
Granzen got into a heated discussion over the ap-
pointment of Bruce Musgrave as the city’s represen-
tative on the 911 Board.

The controversy over renaming the communica-
tions channel was also the focus of lengthy discus-
sion at meetings of the Crawford County Board of 
Supervisors in 2018.

Sunday and Monday, July 22 and 23
Crawford County and Denison put its best foot for-

ward in welcoming the Register’s Annual Great Bike 
Ride Across Iowa (RAGBRAI). It had been the first time 
in 17 years that Denison hosted RAGBRAI. 

Some estimates put the number of visitors to Deni-
son at 30,000.

Looking at the entire experience, Denison Police 
Chief Dan Schaffer said the visit went smoothly.

The Denison RAGBRAI Committee ended up with 
$62,397.08 in profits from the event, which benefited 
from good weather, the short ride from Onawa to Deni-
son and great entertainment.

Some of the money was distributed according to the 
Denison RAGBRAI mission statement – for tourism 
projects and to enhance outdoor activities in Denison. 

The committee decided to give $15,000 to WESCO 
Industries for a bicycle that will allow four clients to 

ride at one time; $20,000 to Rotary Roads, a Denison 
Rotary Club initiative to connect all the walking and 
biking trails and paths in Denison and $10,000 to the 
Donna Reed Foundation for promotional materials and 
to promote tourism. The remainder, $17,397.08, was 
put in an account at the city earmarked for the RAGB-
RAI committee to use for future tourism projects.

Some other numbers from RAGBRAI’s visit are the 
following.

30 and 64: the number of people who were seen at 
the hospital and at first-aid stations in the community, 
respectively

28: the number of food vendors uptown
12,000-13,000: the number of individuals trans-

ported on the shuttle buses on July 22
12,000: the number of Denison RAGBRAI t-shirts 

that were printed; t-shirt sales topped the $10,000 
mark


