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Hooping it up at Market in the Park
Carly Ledesma shows the joy of trying a hula hoop Saturday morning at Market in

the Park in Denison. A vendor brought hula hoops of all sizes for people to try and to
purchase. Carly was at Market in the Park with her parents and others who were selling
tacos and gorditas. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Westside celebrated
Longtime Westside residents Wes Stoelk and Audrey Phillips participate in Westside’s

150th Sesquicentennial parade by driving and riding in a miniature Model T. Stoelk
graduated from Ar-We-Va High School in 1951 and served as one of the two honorary
captains for Friday’s Rockets football game against Griswold. See more Westside photos
on Pages 4 and 5. Photo by Todd Danner

Growing up with
two languages
Dual language program
begins second year

by Dan Mundt
Denison Community School (DCS) District’s new

50/50 two-way dual language program entered its
second year last week.

Students in the program spend half of their time
being instructed in English and half in Spanish.

In the first year, kindergarten and first grade stu-
dents took part.

Second grade classrooms were added this year. The
goal of the program is to continue to add classrooms
in the higher grades as the initial group of students
advances.

Theresa Huntley is teaching the English half of the
second grade class.

Vanesa Sanchez, who taught the Spanish half of kin-
dergarten last year, is now the second grade Spanish
teacher.

Mayra Velazquez and Megan Schroeder continue as
the first grade teachers.

Stephanie Schmadeke, who was an English Lan-
guage Learners (ELL) teacher, is now teaching the
English side of the kindergarten classes.

Mayra Bermudez, a new hire who is a Denison High
School graduate, is the new teacher for the Spanish
side of kindergarten.
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Cross-country military vehicle convoy
finds restored faith in hometown America

Kevin Emdee, of Radcliff, Kentucky, washes the trail dust off his M-151 Ford ¼-ton utility
4x4 after arriving at the Crawford County Fairgrounds. Emdee is part of the Military Vehicle
Preservation Association’s convoy across the United States. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Tri City
BBQ Fest
Sponsor
deadline
is Friday

by Dan Mundt
As of Monday, the

Tri City BBQ Fest had
reached 83 percent of
this year’s sponsorship
goal, according Chamber
& Development Council
(CDC) of Crawford Coun-
ty staff.

Although sponsor-
ships will be accepted up
to the time of the event,
this Friday is the cut-
off for sponsors to be
included in the full of
range of marketing that
accompanies the BBQ
fest.

Crawford County Tour-
ism Coordinator Blair
Weigum said one of the
lessons learned at the
2018 festival was that
package sponsorships
were very popular with
local businesses.

Packages for the Fri-
day and Saturday main
stage music, people’s
choice barbecue awards
and kids’ zone sponsor-
ships went quickly last
year.

Taking a certain
amount of ownership
over part of the festival
was a popular way to
support the event.

New packages were
added this year, such as
the beer garden spon-
sorship, which includes
naming rights for the
beer garden, a company
logo on all the cups and
wrist bands and special
recognition at the event.

Food court, “meet and
greet” and photo booth
sponsorships were also
added.
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by Gordon Wolf
Members of the Military Vehicle Preservation As-

sociation (MVPA) are enjoying fun and camaraderie
as they travel the Lincoln Highway across the United
States, and along the way they are having their faith
in hometown America restored.

At 35 miles an hour and covering distances from 30
to 168 miles a day, the MVPA reenactment of the 1919
Motor Transport Convoy rolled into Denison, anywhere
from a half hour to an hour ahead of schedule, on Sat-
urday evening.

The overnight stop in Denison marked Day 15 of a
36-day trip from York, Pennsylvania, to Lincoln Park
in San Francisco. Of the 36 days, nine are rest days,
and in some cases, vehicle repair days.

One hundred years ago, the Army’s first motor con-
voy across the country traveled 3,251 miles in 62 days
on the Lincoln Highway.

Of course, back then the route barely existed.
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by Gordon Wolf
The Denison City Council continued to

keep housing on its front burner when
members approved a small house subdi-
vision and a letter of intent for an oppor-
tunity zone project last week.

On August 19, the city’s Planning and
Zoning Commission recommended the
passage of a planned unit development
(PUD) overlay district for the Fineran Ad-
dition on South Main Street to allow for the
construction of smaller homes.

The city council approved the PUD con-
tingent upon the development agreement
with the city, Dennis Fineran and Rural
Housing 360, and covenants.

The intent of a PUD is to encourage
large-scale and quality development of va-
cant or underutilized tracts of land while
using a unified building and site develop-
ment plan.

Councilmember Nathan Mahrt said the
Planning and Zoning Commission basi-
cally looked at the plat and approved it if
the contingencies are met.

“We’re saying that’s OK in that subdivi-
sion as long as we meet the other criteria,”
he explained.

Evan Blakley, a member of Planning and
Zoning Commission, said that once the ar-
chitects or planners lay the units out, Plan-
ning and Zoning wants to see plans again
because the members had some concerns
with sidewalks and parking because the
lot widths are so narrow.

At the August 6 city council meeting,
City Manager/City Engineer Terry Craw-
ford explained that the lots would be for
homes around 750 to 800 square feet.

He added that all the units would have
basements. The units on the south side of
the development would have tuck-under
garages because the ground rises enough
to allow for that.

The improvements are being paid with
tax credits, said City Clerk Lisa Koch. The
money will funnel through the city but the
city will not outlay any cash. Rural Hous-
ing 360 is working on the tax credits.

The founder of Rural Housing 360,
Steve Gilbert, had met with city officials,
members of the Denison Community
Housing Agency, county supervisors and
others in July.
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Two issues approved by Denison
City Council focus on housing


