
by Dan Mundt
“Donna Reed is a statewide icon,”

said Michael Morain, Iowa Department
of Cultural Affairs (IDCA) communica-
tions manager. “She’s from Denison, but
I think all of Iowa claims her as one of
our own.”

Wednesday of next week, January 27,
will be the 100th anniversary of Reed’s
birth.

To celebrate the occasion, the State
Historical Society of Iowa and Produce
Iowa, the state office of film and media
production, will present “Remembering
Donna Reed.”

“We are encouraging people to tune in
at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, January 27,”

Morain said. “It will be a virtual event
on Facebook that will include some
memories, stories and brief shout-outs
to Donna Reed from friends and fam-
ily and people who worked with her in
some capacity.”

Alicia Malone, a host on Turner Clas-
sic Movies (TCM), will also deliver re-
marks about Reed.

“We’re encouraging people to tune in
on that day on Facebook at the account
for ‘Iowa Culture,’” Morain said.

Several other Facebook pages will host

the event, but Iowa Culture is the origi-
nating location, he said.

The program, which will last about 20
minutes, will also be available for replay
afterwards.

“It will start with tributes and a mon-
tage of folks who knew Donna Reed in
some capacity and then at the end of it
we will play a six minute tribute that
Turner Classic Movies put together,”
Morain said.
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Remembering Donna Reed
Live event will take place on Facebook on Wednesday

Positivity rate
drops somewhat
at CCMH
Clinics remain
busy

by Dan Mundt
The January COVID-19 positive case

rate at Crawford County Memorial Hos-
pital (CCMH) was 22.5% as of Thursday
morning, according to Heather Rasmus-
sen, CCMH executive director of care in-
tegration.

The two-week positivity rate was
22.1%, down from 27.3% last week.

“That’s good, but we still need to be
cautious,” Rasmussen said. “We’re still
busy, we’re still seeing lots of positives, so
while the rate went down, we don’t need
to start celebrating just yet.”

The CCMH clinics remain very busy, but
double-booking has not been necessary
this week, she said.

The hospital had four COVID inpatients
as of Thursday, which was up from one a
week ago.

Rasmussen said she is disappointed to
still see people without masks out shop-
ping and in other places.

“We might be getting a little bit better
as a community about wearing masks and
social distancing, but unfortunately there
still are non–mask wearers,” she said.

CCMH has not received any additional
doses of COVID-19 and has not received
news of when more vaccine will arrive,
she said.

She is hopeful that enough vaccine will
arrive in early February to allow CCMH to
move ahead with Phase 1b of the vaccine
rollout.

She met with Crawford County Public
Health Director Kim Fineran’s team and
Crawford County Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Greg Miller last week
to discuss Phase 1b, which will include
vaccinating those who are 75 years of
age and older, along with law enforce-
ment personnel, firefighters, childcare
workers, school employees and factory
workers.

Rasmussen said no determination has
been made about what to do with the po-
tentially spoiled batch of vaccine CCMH
received in December.

“We speak weekly with the immuni-
zation bureau at the state and they are
continuing to contact the CDC, but we still
have not received the green light to use
it,” she said.

The first vaccine arrived with an indi-
cator showing it may not have remained
frozen – but the indicator may simply
have been placed in the wrong spot in
the shipping container.

“In all three shipments we have re-
ceived, the vaccine was packed the exact
same way,” Rasmussen said. “The only
difference was in our first shipment the
temperature indicator was on the outside
of the ice, not inside.”

Everyone needs to continue to wear a
mask in public, social distance and wash
their hands, she said.

“I do think this is going to be the new
normal, and for the foreseeable future
this is what we have to do,” said Don
Luensmann, CCMH executive director of
marketing and development.

“It’s not hard; if we follow the guide-
lines that are currently in place, most
people should be able to go about their
lives the way they have for the most part
in the past.”

Rasmussen said individuals should not
put off seeking healthcare for other is-
sues due to the pandemic.

“Not seeking healthcare, if you need it,
is just as dangerous as COVID,” she said.

“The hospital is probably the safest
place to be,” Luensmann said. “We’re not
aware of any COVID transmission from
the hospital to a patient. Patients come
here because they need healthcare and
we want to encourage them to do that.”

Two additional COVID deaths in
Crawford County; see Page 8

Jerry Peterman arranges a display of Donna Reed images and memorabilia in the
window of the Donna Reed Center on Wednesday. The display is a tribute to the 100th
anniversary of Reed’s birth on January 27. A photograph of a young Donna Reed is in
the lower right corner of the window. Photo by Gordon Wolf

by Dan Mundt
The first mention of Donna Belle

Mullenger in a Denison newspaper
came in the February 9, 1921, edition
of the Denison Bulletin and Herald

“Jan. 25—Born, to Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Mullenger of Denison, a girl,” the
newspaper noted in the “Births” sec-
tion.

Consider this to be a correction, as
her birthday was actually January 27.

Next Wednesday marks 100 years
since the birth of Donna Reed; as part
of the ongoing celebration of her life
that will take place in the next few
months, the Bulletin and Review has
taken a look at how the local newspa-
pers of the day reported on the life of
the farm girl from Denison who became
a film and television star.

She was referred to variously as
Donna Belle Mullenger, Donnabelle
Mullenger and Donna Mullenger in
the newspaper reports; her name
remains as it was reported for this
story.

Following the birth notice, the next
mention of Donna came more than 12
years later, in the November 2, 1933,
Denison Bulletin.

The Nimble Fingers 4-H club of Den-
ison township met Saturday, October
28, theBulletin reported;vicepresident
Donnabelle Mullenger was present.

From 1933 through 1936, all the
mentions of Donna concerned 4-H ac-
tivities.

“Delicious refreshments were served
by Donna Belle Mullenger,” noted the
July 12, 1934, Bulletin account of a
Nimble Fingers 4-H club meeting.

Reporting the results of the 4-H
competition at the Denison Fall Fes-
tival, the October 3, 1935, Bulletin
noted that Donnabelle Mullenger’s
plain rolls took the first place prize.
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Donna Reed as her hometown knew her
Denison newspapers report on her life before and after stardom

by Gordon Wolf
The Denison City Council on Tues-

day discussed a number of factors that
should be considered when searching
for the next city manager.

One of the ideas that seemed to stick
was to start at the beginning and for
the council ask themselves why the
city needs a city manager.

The conversation about a new city
manager was sparked during a plan-
ning session that followed the regular
meeting. Mayor Pam Soseman asked
City Manager/City Engineer Terry
Crawford his thoughts on retiring.

Soseman explained that after a Well-
ness Committee meeting on December
23, Crawford had said he would like
to continue only in the city engineer’s
position.

“But since then I’ve been hearing
other things,” Soseman added, asking
Crawford about his intentions.

Crawford, who has been the city
manager/city engineer since July 16,
2012, responded that situations have

changed a little bit since that conver-
sation with Soseman, “primarily be-
cause Lisa (Koch, city clerk) has been
able to take quite a few things off my
shoulders.”

He added later, that at the time of
the Wellness Committee meeting, the
grant had not been secured on what
has developed into a $4.4 million proj-
ect to complete the crosswind runway
at the Denison Municipal Airport.

In connection with that project,
the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) recommended getting an out-
side engineering firm because of the
time involved. The FAA and CARES
Act money is paying for the entirety of
the project, including the engineering.

“On a lot of things, we now share
responsibilities, mainly because she
(Lisa Koch) knows I can’t get all my
engineering work done,” Crawford
said.

He listed a number of projects on
which he has to complete audits - a
traffic signal project at Avenue C and

Highway 39, the North 10th Street
project done in 2019, last year’s Av-
enue C and 7th Street project and
last year’s grading on the airport’s
crosswind runway. All these projects
involved grants but final reimburse-
ment to the city is not released until
the audits are filed.

“These audits take a lot of time. It’s
easy to get interrupted when we have
someone coming in,” Crawford said.

He said later that staff that works at
city hall has been fielding questions
from the public when possible.

“You folks that come in ask Lisa
(Koch), mainly because she’s our chief
financial officer and you go right to the
source to get your question answered -
that’s been working very well,” Craw-
ford said to the council members.

Crawford said he would like to con-
tinue on as city manager/city engineer
until after the crosswind runway at the
airport is commissioned.
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City council looks at a return to the basics
for the hiring process for next city manager


