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by Dan Mundt
Maggie Chapman wanted to go to the Iowa All-State Festival

from the time she was in middle school.
“We would come up here as middle schoolers for band con-

certs and all of the All-State pictures used to be hanging on
the wall between the choir room and the band room,” she said.
“I’d walk by and see people I know and I knew I wanted to
be up there. That’s some-
thing I wanted to do.”

When she was in eighth
grade and students were
asked if they wanted to go
to All-State, she raised her
hand.

She and fellow Denison
High School (DHS) senior
Noah Fredericksen were
both selected for All-State
in all four of their years in
high school.

The 2019 Iowa All-State
Festival took place at Hil-
ton Coliseum in Ames on
November 23.

Chapman, who plays
contra clarinet, was select-
ed for All-State Band and
Fredericksen was selected
for the All-State Chorus.

Chapman said that after
she made All-State as a
freshman, the pressure
was on to make it the next year.

“Freshman year was kind of nerve-racking because you
don’t know if you’re going to make it,” she said. “And then
each year the goal became more evident because you want to

make it and be that four-year All-Stater.”
Fredericksen said All-State wasn’t always his goal - and he

didn’t think he’d make the cut in his freshman year.
“But it’s always good to try,” he said. “Once I made it, then

it was always, ‘Now that I made it this year, I have to make it
next year.’ It’s always worrying about the next year.”

He said he felt a huge release of pressure when he made it
to All-State this year.

Chapman said she had
All-State role models she
has known since she was
knee-high.

One was Jena Nahnsen,
who graduated from DHS
in 2016 after making All-
State in each of her four
years.

“She did it and then I
knew I wanted to be the
next Jena because we
haven’t had a four-year
All-Stater for band since
her,” Chapman said.

Fredericksen said he
looked up to his sister,
Aimee, who is a percus-
sionist.

“She never made All-
State for percussion but
percussion is probably one
of the hardest instruments
you could make it on be-

cause there are so few,” he said. “But she was always working
and her motivation always motivated me.”
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Investigating the
mystery

364.1 True
Crime
Book Club

by Dan Mundt
The Dewey Decimal Classification num-

ber for “true crime” books is 364.1, which
indicates the topic of a new book club
being organized by Sandy Haynes, Nore-
lius Community Library assistant director.

“True crime has been a favorite genre
of mine for reading for years and years,”
Haynes said. “My husband says he sleeps
with one eye open every night. Now he’s
really worried because I’m reading books
and taking notes.”

Haynes said true crime is a good topic
for the book club because the genre is
popular in books and on television.

The club will meet at 6 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of the month for four
months, with the first meeting taking
place on January 14.

“We thought we’d start a section in the
winter because people like to have some-
thing to get out for,” she said.

The first meeting of the club will be at
Bella Sera Restaurant in Denison.

“You can have hors d’oeuvres, order a
meal or you can bring your own drinks,”
Haynes said.

The library will provide copies of the
books to be read by the club.

“We’re ordering the books through in-
terlibrary loan across the state,” she said.
“People just need to come in and sign up.”

Individuals must have a library card to
receive copies of the book club books.

A photo ID with a current address is
required to get a library card. New resi-
dents without an updated ID may use the
ID plus a piece of mail with their current
address.

Books will be available about a month
in advance of each book club meeting,
Haynes said.

Three of the four books chosen for the
club are about crimes in Iowa. The fourth
is about a crime in Missouri.

The first book is “Brother’s Blood,”
by Scott Cawelti. The book tells the story
of Jerry Mark, who was convicted of the
execution-style murders of his brother,
sister-in-law, and his young niece and
nephew in Cedar Falls.

He was convicted and sentenced to four
consecutive life sentences in 1976.

Haynes said the story is interesting be-
cause of the subject matter and because
some people still say Mark wasn’t the
murderer.
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by Dan Mundt
“Whether we have enough snow or not, we will have

snowball fights,” said Evan Blakley, Chamber & Develop-
ment Council (CDC) of Crawford County executive director.

The snowball fights will take place during Saturday’s
“Winter Snowcial” in Denison.

The snowballs, however, will not be made of snow.
The CDC has purchased several bins of plush snowballs

that will be provided to attendees.
“The plan is to set up some pallets upright that people can

hide behind,” Blakley said. “There will be snowballs all over
the place.”

The Winter Snowcial will take place on Center Street,
which is the short street on the north side of Crawford Coun-
ty Bank.

The snowball fights will be open to anyone.
Adult tricycles and ski walking will be worked into races

during the event, with prizes available for the winners.
Ladderball, giant Jenga and bag toss are among the other

activities that will be set up for the event.
A variety of craft vendors will be in the Broadway and

Main Mall and Linda Lou’s Boutique will be open.
A holiday artisan craft fair will take place at the Stables at

Copper Ridge from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For the Winter Snowcial, a beverage garden will be set up

on Center Street, along with three wood-burning fire pits
and a variety of seating.

“Mike Fink has donated all of our firewood,” Blakley said.
“We’ll have loads and loads of firewood.”

Five propane heaters, sponsored by Western Iowa Net-
works, will bring added warmth to the Center Street area.

Tres Baristas Coffee will have a station by the beverage
garden and will serve cider, coffee drinks and hot chocolate.

“We will be able to spike those drinks with a cinnamon
liqueur or Bailey’s Irish Cream,” Blakley said.
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A man with a heart of gold who loved Christmas
Donald Beam’s spirit lives on

Winter Snowcial is Saturday
“Snowball” fight will heat things up

Christmas
wishes being
fulfilled

In less than a week, 173 Crawford
County children from 72 Goodfellows
families will be taking part in a long-
standing Christmas tradition - trying to
guess what’s inside their packages.

That’s thanks to the generosity of a
long list of individuals, families, organi-
zations and businesses that have brought
in donations for Goodfellows families.

Packages will be distributed to the
Goodfellows families on Thursday, De-
cember 19. Wednesday, December 18, is
the last day to bring donations to the Den-
ison Bulletin and Review office at 1410
Broadway or West Central Community
Action at 45 North 7th Street in Denison.

All donations are tax deductible. Fol-
lowing are donations to date.

Don and Donna DeMey, toys and
clothing; anonymous, toys and clothing;
Broadway Elementary Student Council,
Christmas list items for 14 children;
anonymous, stuffed animals; anony-
mous, toys and clothing; anonymous,
toys and clothing; Teresa and Toni
Wishman, clothing and toys;
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Shani Bonner, Chamber & Development Council of Crawford
County administrative assistant, demonstrates the proper use of
one of the plush snowballs that will be available for snowball
fights at the Winter Snowcial on Saturday. Photo by Dan Mundt

All-State, all years
Chapman and Fredericksen reach goals
as four-year All-State musicians

by Gordon Wolf
Donald Beam, described by family and friends as a pillar of

Arion and a person who would do anything for anybody, will
be missed all year but especially during the current season.

He loved Christmas, said a niece, Kristi Stephens.
Last Christmas was difficult for Donald as he spent the

season in the hospital.
He died November 8 following a year of declining health.
Donald was on the Arion Booster Club and the city council.

When the town had its Buffalo Days celebration, he helped
with that.

He mowed lawns and removed snow from driveways, side-
walks and streets, and took care of many items in Arion, all
without expecting pay or wanting reimbursement.

Stephens said her uncle often looked serious but was a
jokester with a heart of gold.

A brother, Kenny, said Donald would try to tell stories but
couldn’t keep a straight face.

Donald’s willingness to amuse people can perhaps be best

illustrated by something he did every year around this time,
when Santa came to town.

“Santa would sit in the sleigh, and Donald would put on a red
nose and reindeer antlers like he was Rudolph and sit in a chair
in front of the sleigh,” Stephens said.

The sleigh referred to was Donald’s, and besides being used for
Santa’s visit to Arion, it carried St. Nick each year in Dow City’s
Hometown Christmas lighted parade.

Donald will be remembered again this year when his sleigh
leads the Dow City parade this Saturday evening.

When his relatives and friends put up the Christmas lights in
Arion this year, their thoughts were of him. That was a project
he helped with every year.

Stephens said her uncle did all this because his family and his
community were very important to him.

“He was a family man, very loving,” she said. “He and I were
very close. He was like a dad to me.”

DONALD BEAM, Page 5


