
Viewpoints
Denison Review 3

Friday, February 14, 2020

Contact Your
Representatives

FEDERAL
GovERnmEnt

Senator
Charles Grassley

135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-3744

or

307 Federal Building
8 South 6th Street

Council Bluffs, IA 51501
Phone: 712-322-7103

Senator
Joni Ernst

111 Russell Senate Office Bldg;
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3254

or

194 Federal Building
320 Sixth Street

Sioux City, IA 51101
Phone: (712) 252-1550

Congressman
Steve King

2210 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202.225.4426

or

526 Nebraska Street
Sioux City, IA 51101

Phone: 712.224.4692
Go to steveking.house.gov/contact for addresses

of offices in Ames, Fort Dodge, Mason City,
Sioux City and Spencer, Iowa.

______________

StAtE
GovERnmEnt

mark Segebart
State Senator

Iowa Senate District 6
Includes Crawford County townships of:
Stockholm, Jackson, milford, Westside,

East Boyer, Hayes, nishnabotny and Iowa

1820 - 350th St | Vail, IA 51465
Cell phone: 712.269.4519

mark.segebart@legis.iowa.gov
mareseg@iowatelecom.net

Jason Schultz
State Senator

Iowa Senate District 9
Includes Crawford County townships of:

Soldier, morgan, otter Creek, Charter oak,
Hanover, Goodrich, Willow, Paradise, Denison,

Boyer, Union, and Washington

611 Cedar St, PO Box 75
Schleswig, IA 51461

Cell phone: 712.269.2178
jason.schultz@legis.iowa.gov
friendsofjschultz@yahoo.com

Brian Best
State Representative

Iowa District 12
Includes Crawford County townships of:
Stockholm, Jackson, milford, Westside,

East Boyer, Hayes, nishnabotny and Iowa

P.O. Box 491 | Glidden, IA 51443
Capitol Phone: 515.281.3221

Brian.Best@legis.iowa.gov

Steven Holt
State Representative

Iowa District 18
Includes Crawford County townships of:

Soldier, morgan, otter Creek, Charter oak,
Hanover, Goodrich, Willow, Paradise, Denison,

Boyer, Union, and Washington

1430 - 3rd Ave South
Denison, IA 51442

Capitol Phone: 515.281.3221
Steven.Holt@legis.iowa.gov

______________

CRAWFoRD Co.
SUPERvISoRS

Eric Skoog
Phone: 712.263.5319

eskoog@crawfordcounty.org

Cecil Blum
Phone: 712.263.5992

cblum@crawfordcounty.org

Dave muhlbauer
Phone: 515.669.7587

dmuhlbauer@crawfordcounty.org

Kyle Schultz
Phone: 712.265.1437

kschultz@crawfordcounty.org

Jeri vogt
Phone: 712.674.3775

jvogt@crawfordcounty.org

For many of us, Valentine’s Day is our
chance to show our affection for the impor-
tant people in our lives through cards, flow-
ers and other gifts.

But candy and cards will be the last thing
on the minds of many of the children in the
foster care system who will be facing this
special day away from their friends, families
and other loved ones.

When a family is in crisis and a child is
placed in the child welfare system, they
often live outside their own home and away
from their home community. Though they
have done nothing to deserve it, they face
challenges and unforeseen consequences as
the result of abuse and neglect.

If they are in foster care, they tend to move
from placement to placement and school to
school – running the risk of losing touch

with the people who were significant in their
lives.

Volunteers with the CASA Program advo-
cate for these children, ensure they are safe
and cared for, and support keeping them
connected with their communities, families
and loved ones while they are in foster care
and beyond.

“Studies show that one of the key indica-
tors for child well-being is the presence of
committed adults in their lives,” said CASA
coordinator Kathy Fritz

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate)
volunteers are everyday people who are ap-
pointed by a judge to advocate for a child or
sibling group in the child welfare system.
CASA volunteers get to know the child on a
personal level and communicate with every-
one involved in their life, including family

members, foster parents, social workers and
others. They work with those on the case to
build and strengthen a lifetime network of
family and other committed adults who will
support the child and each other even after
the child’s time in foster care ends.

Last year, 35 CASA volunteers served 90
children in the child welfare system in seven
surrounding counties, but over 200 children
still need a volunteer to help advocate for
their best interests.

Every child deserves to feel loved, sup-
ported and connected this Valentine’s Day
and beyond. Become a CASA volunteer and
help give a child and family a better chance
at a brighter, happier future.

For more information, visit www.casa-
iowa.org, email kathy.fritz85@dia.iowa.gov
or call 712-749-5184.

From CASA Iowa

Every child deserves to feel loved
this Valentine’s Day

by Gordon Wolf
Funding for education and mental health, a

proposal for an additional cent of sales tax and
addressing problems with the Managed Care
Organizations (MCOs) were among the topics
addressed by District 18 State Rep. Steven Holt
(R-Denison) at the Chamber & Development
Council (CDC) of Crawford County first legisla-
tive coffee of the session.

The event took place at Cronk’s Café in Deni-
son.

Holt, who represents the western 12 town-
ships in Crawford County, seven townships in
Harrison County and all of Shelby County, was
the only legislator at the legislative coffee.

He said he continues to do what he can to
improve the MCO system, adding during the
discussion that he handles issues on a case-
by-case basis.

Holt said he is currently helping an optom-
etrist deal with one of the MCO companies that
was recently bought out by another company.
He said the new company is going to decrease
the quality of service, increase the amount
of time for a Medicaid patient to get a pair of
glasses and is going to pay less than the op-
tometrist’s costs.

“I don’t think the MCO system is working
well and I have told a lot of folks that,” said
Holt. “I think there is an increasing frustration
with the MCOs in terms of what they are deliv-
ering as opposed to what they have promised.”

He said discussion about what to do with the
managed care system will increase.

Additional penny sales tax
Gov. Kim Reynolds proposed to raise the

sales tax by a penny. Three-eighths of the $500
million a year the penny is predicted to raise
will fund the Natural Resources and Outdoor
Recreation Trust Fund, also called IWILL. This
is a use that Iowa voters approved back in 2010.

Holt said the governor wants to rewrite the
formula for IWILL funding so the majority of
the revenue goes to water quality issues but still
a lot of money will go toward quality of life pro-
grams, like trails and other recreation purposes.

The other five-eighths of the revenue would
go toward tax reforms, including moving 70
percent of the cost of providing mental health
services from the counties to the state.

Income tax reduction would be another use
of the five-eighths of the penny. Holt said the
income tax reduction would be about $40 mil-
lion overall to Iowans.

However, Holt has doubts that the penny
sales tax increase will pass

“I see a lot of positions on this that make me
believe that this penny increase may not ad-
vance,” he said. “There a lot of folks that would
argue that that penny increase disproportion-
ately affects people of lesser means. I don’t nec-
essarily buy that argument; however there’s a
lot of people who feel that way.”

He added that one person told him what will
happen if the sales tax is increased by a penny:
eventually somebody is going to raise other
taxes and the penny tax will not go away, so
Iowans will have higher taxes overall.

“I think that’s a valid concern because once
the penny is raised, even though it says it goes
away in 30 years, it will never go away. Let’s
face it. It will never go away,” said Holt.

He said that the additional penny of sales tax
will give Iowa one of the highest sales taxes in
the nation, when taking into account local op-
tion sales tax.

“It’s going to put us on par with the sales tax
in Florida,” he said, adding that Florida does
not have a state income tax.

Holt said the comparison is a little bit like

comparing apples and oranges since Florida
benefits from the tourist industry.

He continued that another argument in favor
of raising the sales tax by a penny is that non-
residents traveling through Iowa will pay the
tax, which would become a kind of tax relief
for Iowans.

“I think there’s a lot of opposition that sug-
gests to me that (the penny increase) may not
advance,” said Holt. “So the House is starting
to look at a lot of other possibilities to begin to
reduce the burden of mental health costs on the
counties.”

One of the possibilities being considered is
to phase in the state’s support of mental health
funding over three years until it reaches the $80
million a year the governor proposed to fund
immediately through the penny sales tax in-
crease. The phase-in would be $30 million the
first year, $60 million the second year and $80
million the third year.

Holt pointed out that the state would have
to fund mental health at $80 million a year in
perpetuity.

“We’re talking about an $80 million respon-
sibility the state is going to take on, and I re-
member just a few years ago when we went
from having a $300 million ending balance to
that going away just like that because revenue
projections missed,” he said. “There will be a lot
of discussions on that.”

School funding
At the beginning of the session the House

decided to approve the increase in supplemen-
tal state aid to K-12 education at 2.5 percent,
which equates to an increase of $108 million for
the 2020-2021 school year, Holt said.

That is the same increase proposed by the
governor. However, the House’s plan goes fur-
ther by providing the following.

- $7.25 million to reduce transportation costs
for rural schools, which spend more per pupil
than urban school districts due to population
density and distances traveled.

- $5.8 million to address the inequity in
funding for property-poor districts compared to
property-rich districts.

Holt said with supplemental state aid with
the 2.5 percent increase and the transportation
and property-tax equity measures, it would be
a $3.4 billion investment in K-12 education for
2020-2021.

He provided a pie graph that showed almost
44 percent of the state’s budget is currently
going to K-12 schools.

He said he would love to be able to spend
more on K-12 education but the concern is not
only affording what the state is provided in
2020-2021 but also for the next year.

“The last thing we want to do is have an in-

crease (in funding) this year and have to cut it
next year,” Holt said.

He said the Senate is proposing an increase in
supplemental state aid of around two percent.
The House and the Senate will have to negotiate
to arrive at the final increase.

Mental health funding
Eric Skoog, owner of Cronk’s Café and a

member of the Crawford County Board of Su-
pervisors, asked Holt if he saw the state pulling
back from providing the $80 million in mental
health funding that is being proposed.

Skoog described a scenario that took place
over the past three decades with mental health
services and funding being shifted back and
forth between the state and the counties.

The counties are currently responsible for
mental health and are grouped into mental
health regions to provide services. Crawford
County belongs to the Rolling Hills region.

Skoog continued later, “The issue is we had a
reserve built up and we were told to burn those
reserves before we got into the regions. We
worked ours down so we’re right underneath
where we need to be, but now you’re (the state)
throwing youth mental health on top of us.”

He also spoke about the state issuing core
values that the regions need to follow and won-
dered what will happen to a non-core service
the Rolling Hills region is providing that is seen
as important.

That service provides a mental-health-based
person in the schools systems within the re-
gion. Skoog said it is going tremendously well.

“It gets frustrating,” Skoog again said.
“You’re right,” Holt responded, “and I’m not

even going to pretend to say you’re not.”
He said the same frustrations that Skoog

mentioned were voiced in the Republican cau-
cus about mental health.

“And the idea we’re sort of creating a mon-
ster from the perspective of how do we pay for
it, but yet it is something that’s been strongly
demanded by our citizens and different groups,
and the need is there for a children’s mental
health system,” Holt continued.

“As I said way back when, and I will say it
again, government will never have a enough
money to deal with the mental health issues
that are coming our way,” he added.

Holt offered that this has to do with many
things that are beyond the control of govern-
ment, such as the breakdown of families and
a huge substance abuse problem in the state.

He continued that in many cases children
don’t have stable families, a stable environment
and a situation that is promoting good mental
health, so the need for children’s mental health
services is growing.

“We’re also having a growing need for adult
mental health services, so we are trying to fig-
ure out how to deal with those issues,” he said.

Holt said he agreed with what Skoog said
about having the counties spend down their
ending balances and then the state creating the
children’s mental health system, so now the
counties don’t have the money to deal with the
new program the state just created.

“So I have no arguments on any of that ex-
cept to say we’re having lots of discussion on
how we can deal with it, how we can fund it
as best we can,” he continued, “and perhaps
we’re going to have to end up looking at what
our basic core services have to be, and maybe
we’re doing to have to trim whatever we have
to do to afford it.”

Holt said as all the proposals come forward on
mental health services, he will keep in contact
with the supervisors and asked for their feed-
back.

Issues with MCOs, mental health funding
and proposed penny sales tax increase
aired at CDC Legislative Coffee

District 18 Rep. Steven Holt


