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Inside:
More fair 
pictures

Bridge 
building

Karlie and Brandt Muhlbauer work on 
building a bridge at the Crawford County 
Historic Preservation Commission booth at 
the fair on Saturday night. Brandt did most 
of the work and his sister gave him a little 
help when he needed it. Photos by Dan Mundt

by Dan Mundt
Monday was Tyler Knight’s first day on the job as the 

new Yellow Smoke Park Ranger for Crawford County 
Conservation.

Knight is originally from Pella, where he grew up on 
an acreage. He has an environmental science degree 
from Briar Cliff University.

Knight worked previously as the assistant natural 
resource manager for Woodbury County Conservation 
in the Southwood Conservation Area.

Prior to that he worked for about five years for a 
nonprofit called Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa.

Knight attended the Iowa Law Enforcement Acad-
emy last year and is a certified law enforcement officer.

He said the job at Yellow Smoke Park puts him right 
where he wants to be. 

“I like anything in the outdoors: hunting, fishing, 

prairie plant ID,” he said.
Prescribed fire is one of his areas of interest.
“I’ve gotten a chance to go out on fires in California 

and Alaska, as well as (being) pretty active doing pre-
scribed burns on places like the Loess Hills,” he said.

“It’s an important component of the prairie ecosys-
tem; fire is just another element that’s been suppressed 
for a long time.”

He enjoys the logistics and planning that go into pre-
scribed burns.

“It’s as essential as water and sun to a prairie eco-
system; fire is critical,” Knight said. “Typically it would 
be a three- to five-year thing but some of the areas in 
the Loess Hills that we burned hadn’t been burned in 
40-plus years.”
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CCMH COVID 
positivity back 
up to 22.2%
Hospital: “Get the 
vaccine”

by Dan Mundt 
The two-week COVID-19 positive case rate at Craw-

ford County Memorial Hospital (CCMH) was 18.8% as 
of Monday; the seven-day rate was 22.2%, according 
to Heather Rasmussen, CCMH executive director of care 
integration.

“It’s not good, at all,” Rasmussen said. “We’re seeing 
it come back.”

CCMH has had 37 positive cases so far in July.
The average age of those testing positive is 36, which 

is in the population with lower vaccination rates, she 
said.

Of the 37 positive cases, five individuals were fully 
vaccinated; the vaccinated individuals were over 40 
years of age.

“No vaccine is 100 percent effective,” Rasmussen said.
While vaccinated individuals can still get COVID-19, 

the illness tends to be mild for those individuals, she 
said.

“I’ve seen a lot of articles this week from providers, 
from doctors and nurse practitioners, about unvaccinat-
ed patients who come down with COVID, who are really 
sick, and are now asking for the vaccine,” Rasmussen 
said. “And it’s too late.”

She said she doesn’t understand the thought process 
of individuals who are willing to risk getting a deadly 
virus – for which there is an effective vaccine.

More than 99% of all COVID deaths are now among 
unvaccinated people, she said.

“Do you really want to take that chance?” Rasmussen 
said.

The state is now updating regional COVID statistics 
once per week; the most recent update was on July 21.

“In our region, we had nine hospitalized as of the 
21st,” Rasmussen said. “It had been down to one or 
two.”

CCMH continues to report COVID-related data to the 
state on a daily basis.

Rasmussen said the delta variant, a recent mutation 
of the coronavirus, is much more transmissible than the 
original version of the virus.
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Anything outdoors
Knight is new Yellow Smoke Park ranger

Tyler Knight, the new ranger at Yellow Smoke Park, enjoys anything in the outdoors - hunting, fishing, prairie plant 
ID, and prescribed fires to benefit the prairie ecosystem is another of his interests.  Photo by Dan Mundt

Intersection 
message boards 
not going 
anywhere for now

by Gordon Wolf
Denison Mayor Pam Soseman brought to the city 

council’s attention last week an individual’s complaint 
about the appearance of the four-sided message boards 
that are placed from time to time at uptown intersec-
tions to notify people of events taking place. 

However, council members believe that they serve 
a necessary purpose and could not think of a viable 
alternative.

Soseman said the individual called the sign struc-
tures the “four-legged abomination that promotes 
events in the uptown.”

The four-sided message boards are normally placed 
at the intersections of 1st Avenue North and North 
Main and at 1st Avenue South and South Main when 
an event of note is taking place.

Soseman said she took the concern to Chris Flattery, 
the city’s building inspector and reported that Flat-
tery’s best solution was an electronic sign. The mayor 
said the city couldn’t afford that.

“What’s the problem with it?” asked Councilman 
Dustin Logan, referring to the four sided sign struc-
tures.

“The problem is it confuses people as to where 
they’re supposed to turn,” Soseman responded. “So 
do you turn in front of it? Do you turn behind it?”

“You turn where you have space,” said Councilwom-
an Jessica Garcia.
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