
by Dan Mundt
The 2019 Tri City BBQ Fest starts

one week from tonight and the event
is still in need of many volunteers.

“We need about 100 more volun-
teers,” said Rachel Desy, Chamber
& Development Council of Crawford
County office manager.

About 300 volunteers are needed to
run all the areas of the festival; about
150 have signed up so far, Desy said.

Another 50 or so will come from the
large groups that volunteer.

“My favorite part is seeing the new
volunteers who have never been to the
event,” Desy said. “They have an ab-
solute blast.”

Volunteers have often told her that
the shifts go very quickly and many
decide to stay after and keep working.

“When you’re working the event,
you’re right in the middle of it,” she
said. “You’re seeing the visitors,
you’re smelling the amazing food. It’s
a really fun experience.”

Volunteers get a free t-shirt and an
ID lanyard.

Tuesday is the last signup day
that volunteers will be guaranteed a
t-shirt, due to size and quantity con-
straints.

“We really would like to encourage
people to sign up before Tuesday, if
possible,” Desy said. “That gives us a

chance to look at the schedule and fit
everyone into a shift.”

Those who sign up are invited to
the volunteer meeting at Cronk’s Café
at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday of next
week.

“We’ll go over the entire event lay-
out and schedule,” she said.

“When visitors come to the festival,
we want them to be able to go to any-
one with a volunteer shirt on and get
general information or pointed in the
right direction.”

Appetizers and drinks will be served
at the meeting.
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by Gordon Wolf
Fourteen Denison Middle School sixth

and seventh graders took a short trip
back in time Monday to Broadway El-
ementary.

It was at that building that the stu-
dents learned about leadership as mem-
bers of the Broadway Elementary Stu-
dent Council.

The students compose only the second
and third ever student councils (2017-
2018 and 2018-2019) at the school, and
the purpose of their visit was to encour-
age this year’s fifth graders to consider
running for student council.

But first they were invited to see one
of their contributions as student council
members – a put-in cup sign attached to
the chain link fence on the south side of
the Broadway Elementary playground.

The purple, white and black sign spells
out the words “Broadway Rocks.”

Money raised and remaining from the
student councils in the past two years
provided about $350 to go toward the
materials for the sign. Another $50 was
added from an activity fund.

Julie Wegner, a Broadway Elemen-
tary fifth grade teacher and the student
council advisor, said that students at the
building are excited about the sign.

Before the former student council
members visited their old homerooms,
Wegner encouraged them to consider
running for the Denison Middle School
student council, which is being formed
for the first time this year.

“I would like to see a lot of you run-
ning. I have a lot of good leaders,” she
told them.

As they walked toward their old
homeroom, she reminded the stu-
dents, “To these kids, you are role
models.”

Four years ago, Wegner brought up
the idea of a student council to Trevor
Urich, who had been the Denison Ele-
mentary dean of students but was then
starting his first year as Broadway El-
ementary principal.

“I walked into his office and said,
‘What do you think of the idea of start-
ing a student council for fifth graders
who are willing to be visible leaders
of our school? I envision these kids
helping others and creating a positive
atmosphere in our school,’” Wegner
recalled.
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Seasons
Change
Crossroads of
Crawford County
fundraiser

by Dan Mundt
The annual fundraiser for Crossroads

of Crawford County is just two weeks
away.

“Seasons Change” is the theme of the
event.

“Not only is it a fall festival as sum-
mer draws to an end, but Crossroads
walks with many families or individuals
through seasons of change in life,” said
Janette Clausen, Crossroads of Crawford
County director.

The event is the organization’s annual
fundraiser and it also doubles as the an-
nual meeting.

Crossroads is a nonprofit Christian
family outreach service that provides
creative helping in situations such as
pregnancy counseling, personal support
for any issue, caregiver and single-par-
ent support, adoption consultation and
senior care assistance.

The fundraiser will feature indoor and
outdoor activities.

“We’re going to have a very relaxed
style,” Clausen said. “It’s open for any
family members young to older. We’ll
have activities for all ages.”
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Tri City BBQ Fest is a week away
Volunteers still needed

Student leaders return to home (rooms)
to encourage others

Housing
initiative
subject for
CDC’s
annual fall
event

Strong American Development Group’s
plans for a proposed new housing devel-
opment in Crawford County will be the
featured presentation at the annual Busi-
ness Appreciation Breakfast, hosted by
the Chamber and Development Council
(CDC) of Crawford County on Friday, Oc-
tober 18.

The annual Volunteer of the Year Award
will also be presented at the event.

In August, the Denison City Council
approved a letter of intent to enter into
a development agreement with Strong
America Development Group LLC, repre-
sented by Matt Campbell, an attorney and
investment fund manager.

Campbell is originally from Manning but
now lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

His interest in the development origi-
nated through Denison’s designation as
an opportunity zone.

The agreement would be for a proposed
45-unit development, envisioned to be
done in three phases, on property located
between the high school and the middle
school.

The CDC annual Business Appreciation
Breakfast will begin at 7 a.m. at Cronk’s
Restaurant in Denison.

The Business Appreciation Breakfast is
open to all CDC member businesses, free
of charge.

Non-member tickets are $12 each.
Those wishing to attend the breakfast

are asked to RSVP to the CDC office at 263-
5621 no later than Monday, October 14.

Sun and rain
Rain and sun have been the weather standards for the past week. These clouds over hills north of Highway 59/141 in Denison

appear to be building up for another shower. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Julie Wegner talks with former Broadway Elemen-
tary Student Council members whose efforts helped
fund the sign that is behind them. Photo by Gordon Wolf


