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Spotty rains create mixed crop results 

Producers should prioritize 
fields for stalk quality 

by Gordon Wolf
Spotty rain has resulted in variable crop 

conditions across Iowa. Iowa State Uni-
versity Extension agronomist Clarke Mc-
Grath, who is based in Shelby County, said 
cornfields in his area could have yields of 
more than 200 bushels per acre, and other 
fields have already been chopped for si-
lage and have crop insurance adjuster es-
timates of below 50 bushels an acre.

“I’ve been in a lot of fields, and very 
few ears were filled out, and certainly no 
field-wide areas of filled ears,” McGrath 
said. “Unfortunately, tip back is the norm 
this year. 

“I’ve seen all sorts of ears with zipper-
ing, pinching and other forms of pollina-
tion issues. It was just too hot and dry in 
many areas for normal growth and devel-
opment,” he added.

In northwest Iowa, Extension field 
agronomist Joel DeJong said the condition 
of the crops is mixed.

“There are many areas where the crops 
look quite good, and others that experi-
enced quite a bit of stress in early and 
mid-summer,” he said. “The cooler temps 
of August allowed many to end up doing 
well, however.”

Angie Rieck-Hinz, an Extension field 

agronomist who serves nine counties in 
north central Iowa, also spoke about the 
great variability in crop conditions.

“Variability is directly related to pre-
cipitation. In some areas, pollination was 
hampered by dry conditions and subse-
quent grain fill was also hampered by dry 
conditions. In areas where we had timely 
and adequate rain, corn looks good,” 
Rieck-Hinz said.

She added that in drier areas, stalks 
have been cannibalized as the plant tried 
to fill grain.

“Stalk quality to keep that plant upright 
going into fall will be questionable,” she 

said. “Farmers should start walking fields 
to prioritize harvest order.”

Stand establishment issues from plant-
ing time are also showing up in McGrath’s 
area.

“The early season stresses just hung 
with us all season long,” he said. “Com-
promised root growth and development 
means limited ability to access water 
deeper in the soil. Many years, we have 
enough rain and the impacts of these 
root issues are masked. This year they 
weren’t.”
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The cooler temperatures of August allowed many crops to end up doing well, despite being stressed through midsummer, says Extension field agronomist Joel DeJong. Photo by Dan Mundt


