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Inside:
Cheering on 
the Monarchs

Attracting interest on the auction block
A line of restored vintage tractors attracted a crowd at the annual fall consignment sale at Denison Livestock Auction. 

People gathered around this Farmall H that was auctioned. Denison Livestock Auction also has a consignment sale in 
the spring every year.  Photo by Gordon Wolf

50-year anniversary
Hoffmeier honored at supervisors meeting

by Dan Mundt
Wednesday, September 1, was the 50th anniversary of Buck Hoffmeier’s first day as a Crawford County 

Secondary Roads Department employee.
To recognize the anniversary, County Engineer Paul Assman invited Hoffmeier’s friends, family, coworkers 

and others to attend the Crawford County Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday; about 25 people crowded 
into the supervisors’ boardroom at 9:45 a.m.

“I think it’s amazing, in this day and age, that someone dedicates that much time in their life to an organi-
zation,” Assman told the assembled group. “Buck’s been a fantastic employee for the 21 years that I’ve had 
the pleasure of working with him.”

He said Hoffmeier had shown dedication and pride in his work.
“It’s a great thing that we have people like that working for this county,” Assman said.
Former County Engineer Dale Wight, who hired Hoffmeier in 1971, and Chuck Ettleman, former assistant 

to the engineer, were also present.
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Proposed CO2 pipeline 
map released

by Dan Mundt
Troy Groth, professional engineer for Sundquist 

Engineering, of Denison, visited the Crawford County 
Board of Supervisors on Tuesday to offer his compa-
ny’s inspection services for a proposed liquid carbon 
dioxide (CO2) pipeline that could pass through the 
county.

The following account is edited and condensed for 
clarity.

The pipeline, to be called Midwest Carbon Express, is 
under development by Summit Carbon Solutions.

The project, which has not yet been approved, is cur-
rently under review by the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB).

A representative of ISG, a multi-state engineering 

and design company, spoke to the Crawford County 
Board of Supervisors a week ago and presented a let-
ter of intent for the company’s inspection services for 
the project.

Groth told the supervisors that Sundquist Engineer-
ing had already been contacted by another county 
about providing inspection services for the project.

“I just wanted to let you know we do offer this type 
of service, and we have provided it to clients in the 
past,” Groth said.

He said Sundquist Engineering had previously pro-
vided inspection work for the Council Bluffs Interstate 
System Improvement Program, which involved relocat-
ing a natural gas pipeline.

Groth said the inspection process is not new to Sun-
dquist.
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Two for the 
price of one
CCMH to buy two new 
ambulances

by Dan Mundt
The Crawford County Memorial Hospital (CCMH) 

Board of Trustees decided on Monday evening to au-
thorize the purchase of two new ambulances for the 
hospital’s ambulance service.

Jason Franklin, CCMH director of emergency servic-
es, spoke to the trustees about why he recommended 
the purchases.

He noted that this year’s capital budget already had 
$200,000 slated for the purchase of an ambulance.

CCMH currently has three ambulances and the goal 
is to continue with three; the hospital staffs two and 
the third is used as a backup.

One of the current ambulances is out of service due 
to multiple mechanical issues.

“The best estimate to repair it is more than it’s prob-
ably worth to repair,” Franklin said.

Another ambulance has multiple problems.
“We actually had an issue transferring a patient 

today (Monday),” he said. “They couldn’t get the back 
door of it open; they came back and got it fixed, but it 
just kind of keeps going. There’s a ‘check engine’ light 
on, and the money to get it to go off is almost more 
than it’s worth.”

Maintenance costs are up because of the problems.
Based on the approved budget of $200,000, Franklin 

looked to see what was available.
He was able to get a quote for two ambulances from 

Feld Fire, of Carroll, for $210,028.
The less-expensive ambulance, quoted at $86,199, is 

a Wheeled Coach Type III Ford E350 van-type vehicle.
“It’s built on a different chassis so it’s better for 

transfers for long distance,” Franklin said.
He said a major complaint about the current ambu-

lances is they have a rough ride, which can be a prob-
lem for patients during transfers to Omaha, Sioux City 
or other locations.

“I did a transfer a couple weeks ago and the patient 
was uncomfortable for about a half-hour of the drive,” 
Franklin said.

The van-type ambulance is built for patient comfort 
and is a little bit easier to drive; it can also be used for 
911 calls, he said.

Mercy Sioux City uses that type of ambulance and 
the City of Omaha is purchasing some, he said.

The van-type ambulance is becoming more popular 
because they are less expensive to purchase and oper-
ate, according to Franklin.
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County’s 7-day 
positivity percentage 
for COVID cases 
lower but still in 
double digits

by Gordon Wolf
Statistics on the state website, coronavirus.iowa.gov, 

shows Crawford County has a much lower 7-day posi-
tivity rate for COVID-19 cases than it did last week. The 
percentage was 10% as of Wednesday, the day of the 
week when the state updates the website. 

Last week the 7-day positivity rate was 22%. 
The number of positive cases in the past seven days 

was a little higher this week than last week – 48 as of 
September 1 compared to 46 as of August 25.

Data on the state website is updated once a week on 
Wednesdays. The once-a-week updating began in July. 

According to a news article written by Erin Murphy 
with the Lee Des Moines Bureau said that interim state 
public health director Kelly Garcia announced the public 
health department will begin updating some COVID-19 
data three times per week, on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

The same article said that Iowa is averaging nearly 
1,500 new COVID-19 cases per day, 15 times the rate 
just two months ago, and that 524 people are hospital-
ized for COVID-19, more than seven times as many as 
two months ago.

The Delta variant, which spreads faster than the origi-
nal strain, and the number of Iowans not vaccinated are  
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Sundquist throws hat in ring for 
pipeline inspection services

Troy Groth, second 
from right at the table, 
professional engineer for 
Sundquist Engineering, of 
Denison, spoke with the 
Crawford County Board 
of Supervisors on Tuesday 
about a proposed liquid 
carbon dioxide (CO2) 
pipeline that could pass 
through the county. Photo by 
Dan Mundt


