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by Dan Mundt
Since November, the Chamber & De-

velopment Council (CDC) of Crawford
County has been the official owner of
the Community Room building in Deni-
son, which was originally built as Deni-
son’s fire hall.

With ownership in hand, the CDC
has been able to move forward with a
project to remodel the building into new
CDC offices and an incubator/accelera-
tor space.

“Certain elements are coming together
quickly and that is due to some grant
funding that we had to expend by the
end of 2019,” said CDC Executive Direc-
tor Evan Blakley.

“We have been working with the city
over the last couple of months to get to
a place where we could begin construc-
tion.”

The CDC and the City of Denison re-
cently completed a development agree-
ment that lays out an 18-month timeline
for the project, which will put completion
in the spring of 2021.

“With those things locked into place
we were comfortable proceeding with
the first stages of construction and reno-
vation,” Blakley said.

The contractor for the project is Reisz

Construction of Denison.
“The first order of business was to re-

place the roof so we’d have a solid shel-
ter to work underneath,” Blakley said.

The building’s roof had exceeded its
useful lifespan and was replaced in De-
cember.

Insulation was added under the roof
in the process.

“We want to create a space that is as
energy efficient and modern as possible,
so that will be a nice improvement for
the space,” he said.

Demolition of the entire first floor also
took place in December. The building’s
basement will be cleared in the near fu-
ture.

“It really gives us a blank slate that
we can work with,” Blakley said. “We
had some preliminary blueprints and
designs, and much of that will remain
the same, but when we walked through
it with the contractor we were able to
really lay out some concepts of how the
floor plan will be arranged.”

One of the next steps will be the con-
struction of a masonry firewall between
the Ignite Denison space and Denison
City Hall.
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At the Citrus Bowl
Nine Denison-Schleswig cheerleaders were among the Varsity Spirit group in the pre-

game show for the Vrbo Citrus Bowl at Camping World Stadium in Orlando, Florida,
on January 1. Beginning with the first cheerleader in the middle file above and going
back are Tessa Petersen, Kira Langenfeld, Kaitlyn Bruhn, Natalia Cadwell, Sarah Thams,
Ashlyn Herrig, Jinessa Lewis, Emily Frazier and Josselyn Vallecillo. The Varsity Spirit
group was composed of individuals from throughout the nation. The cheerleaders and
their coaches, Heather Langenfeld and Morgan Walker, left for Florida on Saturday and
returned yesterday. See more photos on Page 8. Photo by Heather Langenfeld

Ignite Denison
sparks to life
Spring 2021 completion date planned

Hit the slopes...in
your cardboard sled
Parks & Rec event designed
to add fun to wintertime

by Gordon Wolf
With the holidays over, the Denison

Parks & Rec Department is planning ac-
tivities to break up the winter.

One event – the Great Cardboard Sled
Race – will take place next Saturday,
January 11.

Denison Parks & Rec Director Brian
Kempfert said the idea for cardboard
sled races was generated a little bit off
the idea of the cardboard boat races
during the community’s “Red, White &
Boom!” Independence day celebration.

“I also researched different programs
that we can offer during the wintertime,”
he added.

The Great Cardboard Sled Race will
take place at the old soccer bowl field on
the north side of 8th Avenue North (just
east of Denison High School).

The sled run will be on the south side
of the field.

Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m.
with the races to begin at around 10 a.m.

Saturday, January 18, has been des-
ignated as the backup date in the event
of a lack of snow, a blizzard or extreme
sub-zero temperatures.

Teams of up to three people will be
placed in age brackets according to the
age of the oldest team member.

Age brackets are the following.
3-7 year old
8-11 year old
12-18 year old
Adults only
Family

Kempfert said sleds with a single rider
and two riders can also compete in the
races.

He added that two or three sleds will
run per heat, depending on the width of
the sleds.

The winner in each heat will go to the
next round to win the entire age group.

Trophies will be given to the champion
and the runner-up in each age bracket.

A “Snow”-boat award will be given to
the most attractive or spectacular-look-
ing sled before the races begin.

A Spirit award will be given to the
most spirited and/or best organized
team. According to information about
the races, costumes may help in winning
this award.

The entry fee is $10 per sled if the
team pre-registers online at Denisonrec.
com.

Registration the day of the race will be
$15 per sled.
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by Dan Mundt
From April 8 to 11, about 50 students

in the Denison High School (DHS) Sing-
ing Ambassadors Show Choir will travel
to Missouri for a unique experience.

“We’ll get to open for one of the Bran-
son shows and then we also get to per-
form at Silver Dollar City,” said DHS
vocal teacher Kandice Thompson.

“I wanted something exciting to build
toward at the end of our year, to grow
toward and show their improvement
throughout the season.”

About 10 adults will accompany the
students.

The students have been practicing
since the beginning of the school year
for the trip, but the real work is just be-
ginning.

“Our season really starts now,”
Thompson said. “We have a contest a

week from Saturday. We have seven
contests lined up in three different
states. Then we have about three or four
other performances building up to the
big April trip.”

The trip will be a valuable experience
for the students because of the oppor-
tunity to perform in front of the large
audiences in Branson and Silver Dollar
City, she said.

“There’s a lot more pressure,” she
said. “To open for a professional show
is pretty amazing, so we’re excited about
that. They will not get another oppor-
tunity like that throughout their high
school year.”

Thompson said she has never taken a
group to perform in Branson before and
is eager to see how it all works out.
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Show choir aims
for Branson
Soup supper fundraiser on Tuesday

by Gordon Wolf
In less than three months, people liv-

ing in all states, the District of Columbia
and the five U.S. territories will be asked
to participate in the 2020 Census.

Denison has a 2020 Census com-
mittee that has been planning the
best methods to reach all community
members with information about the

importance of being counted and what
to expect as Census Day, April 1, ap-
proaches.

The importance of everyone being
counted is in the use of the data gen-
erated by the census.

Census-based data is used by
governments, business planners,
educational institutions and others

in deciding how to provide services,
products and support to people and
their communities.

Being counted in the census is also
important to the distribution of bil-
lions of dollars in federal funding to
hospitals, fire departments, schools
roads and other resources.

Following are other reasons why

being counted in the 2020 Census is
important.

Representation: The U.S. House of
Representatives has 435 voting mem-
bers. The number of representatives
each state will have is determined by
the census count.
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Don’t be left out: Census begins in less than three months


