
by Gordon Wolf
Primary election voters in Craw-

ford County were faced with few 
contests on Tuesday, but they cast 
ballots in high numbers for the 
races they were able to decide on.

Voter turnout in the county was 
36 percent, 12 points higher than 
the statewide average 24 percent.

Choices on the Republican ballot 
were the following

U.S. Representative District 4: 
Randy Feenstra, of Hull, defeated 
incumbent Steve King, of Kiron, 
who was seeking his 10th term. 
The race featured three other chal-
lengers - Bret Richard, of Irwin, 
Steve Reeder, of Arnold’s Park, and 
Jeremy Taylor, of Sioux City.

State Senate District 6: The race 
was between Craig Steven Wil-
liams, of Manning, and Heath Han-
sen, of Audubon; Williams was the 
winner.

Crawford County Board of Super-
visors: Ty Rosburg, of Charter Oak, 
Jean Heiden, of Denison, and Nick 
E. Ohl, of Dow City, competed for 
two seats; Rosburg and Heiden are 
advancing to the November general 
election. 

Rosburg, who owns a trucking 
company in Charter Oak, had run 
for the board of supervisors in No-
vember 2018 and lost by just 91 

votes in a four-way race for three 
seats.
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County Republican voters advance Rosburg 

and Heiden for board of supervisor race
Feenstra ousts King as Republican nominee 

after nine terms in U.S. House

Amy Pieper with the Crawford County Auditor’s Office checks in a voter at 
Boulders Conference Center while protected by a glass partition, one of the 
changes made for in-person voting this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Photo by Gordon Wolf

Open!
City parks, city hall and 

indoor pool, with restrictions
by Gordon Wolf

The Denison City Council heard plans and gave their 
consensus for the reopening of the Denison Aquatic Cen-
ter indoor pool, city parks and city hall. However, uses of 
these facilities will all be subject to social distancing and, 
in the cast of playgrounds at parks, at-risk use.

Indoor pool
The indoor pool reopened Thursday for lap swimming 

and water walking. Regulations are one person per lane 
in one-hour time periods, followed by one-half hour for 
cleaning. The maximum number of users at any one time 
is six individuals.

The indoor pool will be open Monday through Friday.
The first session of lap swimming/water walking will 

begin at 7 a.m., and the rotation of one-hour of swimming 
or water exercise followed by one-half hour of cleaning 
will continue throughout the day until the last session of 
the day at 5:30 p.m. The pool closes at 6:30 p.m.

People must call to make an appointment to use the 
indoor pool, and temperature checks will be taken.

People can go to deisonrec.com or call the aquatic cen-
ter at 712-263-8130 to make a reservation for lap swim-
ming/water walking.

The outdoor pool has not been opened yet.
“Hopefully a proclamation on that comes out on June 

17,” said Parks & Rec Director Brian Kempfert.
Locker rooms will be open only for use of the restroom 

stalls in them. Every other stall will be closed. Patrons 
must arrive and leave in their swimsuits.

The sauna and hot tub will not be opening up at this 
time.

Group swimming lessons will not be offered at this time. 
This will be re-evaluated for July at a later date, according 
to the Denison Parks & Rec Facebook page.

Parks
Kempfert also said the Parks & Rec Board approved the 

opening up of all parks, including playgrounds. This also 
includes tennis courts, basketball courts and the dog park. 

Signs will be posted at the playgrounds advising that 
people will be using them at their own risk as it would 
take too much manpower to sanitize them.

The restrooms at the parks will not be opened, for the 
same manpower reasons.

Shelter rentals
The council and city staff discussed the renting of en-

closed shelter houses in connection with the opening of 
the parks. The consensus was that if a person rents a 
shelter for a weekend day, they have to rent it for both 
weekend days because of the need to sanitize it. 

Reserving a shelter requires a $50 refundable deposit 
and a rental fee of $20 a day. 

City hall
Denison City Hall, which had been open by appoint-

ment only, will now be open to the public without an ap-
pointment. A sign has been placed on the city hall front 
door, asking those who have symptoms or have had con-
tact with anyone self-isolating or who tested positive, to 
please not enter.

City council meetings
City council meetings will once again be open for the 

public to attend in person while following social distanc-
ing guidelines. People will still be able to listen to the 
meetings via telephone and Facebook audio.

Job Corps fire 
brings out most 
county crews

by Dan Mundt
“We haven’t had a fire like that in 

the ten years I’ve been here,” said 
Denison Fire Chief Cory Snowgren. 
“We’ve usually been able to get in 
and get after them and get them 
taken care of - but this one was a 
goner before we got there.”

Snowgren said he was between 
Dow City and Denison when the fire 
pages started going off on Friday, 
May 29.

He said he initially thought it was 
a little early for the regular page 

that goes out at 6 p.m. – but when 
he looked at the time on his phone 
he knew that wasn’t what it was.

Snowgren heard on the radio that 
the bus barn at Job Corps was on 
fire.

“We hit Highway 30 and I looked 
in that direction and I said, ‘Oh, 
sh##,’” he said.

“I could have called a defensive 
fire from there.”

What he saw was a vast amount 
of smoke blowing south away from 
the direction of the Job Corps cen-
ter.

A defensive firefighting situation 
is one in which the goal is to stabi-
lize or keep the fire from spreading.

“I needed to know if Job Corps 

had all of their people accounted 
for,” Snowgren said.

“On the way I asked the comm 
center to ask them (the Deni-
son police officers already on the 
scene) to see if all their people 
were accounted for,” he said. “On 
the way there we were advised 
that everyone was accounted for. 
When we got there I confirmed that 
again. It’s a good time of year for 
contractors to be on-site getting 
stuff done. I wanted to make sure 
there were no contractors in the 
area. If they’re not accounted for 
then it changes what we’re going 
to do.”
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“A goner before we got there”

Smoke billows from the Denison Job Corps bus barn/maintenance building. Denison Fire Chief Cory Snowgren 
explains the logistics of fighting the May 29 fire in the story that accompanies this photo.  Photo by Dan Mundt

That sounds like an Al Joens story
Manilla native 
marks 35 years at 
KTIV

by Dan Mundt
“I had decided in high school that 

newspaper reporting was something 
that interested me,” said Al Joens. “But 
when I got into college I sort of shifted 
gears; after the freshman year of col-
lege or so I got involved in the cam-
pus radio station and switched more 
toward broadcast.”

That change to broadcasting stuck.
This week KTIV Channel 4 in Sioux 

City is celebrating Joens’s 35 years 
with the news station, where he is the 

morning news anchor.
Joens grew up on a farm just outside 

of Manilla.
His dad, Art Joens, worked for about 

25 years with Exxon Oil. That job took 
the family all around the country.

When Art Joens was 50, and his par-
ents were ready to retire, he decided to 
buy the family farm where he grew up 
and moved his family there; the farm 
has been in the family for about 115 
years.

“We moved to Manilla when I was in 
seventh grade,” Joens said. “I consider 
Manilla my hometown, though we did 
live in various parts of the country be-
fore that.”
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Al Joens and his wife, Melissa, assemble a tandem bike to participate in the Manilla 

Madness Ride a number of years ago.

COVID-19 statistics
As of June 4, from coronavirus.iowa.gov

Crawford County
Individuals tested: 2,110, 1 in 8 residents tested
Negative tests: 1,553, 1 in 11 of those tested
Positive tests: 547, 1 in 31 of those tested
Recovered cases: 337
Deaths: 2
Statewide statistics
Individual tested: 175,511, 1 in 18 residents tested
Negative tests: 155,305, 1 of 20 Iowans tested negative
Positive tests: 20,851, 1 in 151 Iowans tested positive
Percent of individuals testing positive: 11.8%
Recovered cases: 12,432
Deaths: 583 


