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Crop spraying 

finally gets in gear
Dicamba 

use causes 

concerns
by Dan Mundt

The recent stretch of dry weather is al-
lowing farmers to get caught up on post-
emergent spraying of corn, according to 
Iowa State University Extension Field 
Agronomist Clarke McGrath.

 “They’re out spraying at 4:30 or 5 
in the morning, getting the rig out and 
spraying all day and finally shutting 
down at night, seven days a week - if it’s 
not windy or wet,” he said. “There’s a lot 
of corn that is going to need to be sprayed 
or needs to be sprayed right now.”

Moderately cold and wet weather 
slowed fieldwork through much of the 
spring.

Those conditions caused the largest or 
second largest replanting of corn in the 
Midwest on record, he said.

“We’re still waiting on seed companies 
to give their numbers, but we had a tough 
time getting corn stands established,” 
McGrath said.

Bean planting was also slowed by the 
weather. Many farmers in south central 
Iowa didn’t finish planting beans until 
after Memorial Day, he said.

Windy conditions contributed to the 
delay in corn spraying, which is now 
crowding the time for spraying beans.

“Just trying to get the corn wrapped up 
has been a rat race, and there won’t be 
a break,” McGrath said. “The beans are 
ready to be sprayed, too.”

The wet spring and high soil moisture 
may cause additional problems down the 
road.

“Anytime we get any amount of rain it 
turns our fields into a swamp again be-
cause it hasn’t drained out very well,” he 
said. “We look at a year like this and it’s 
a good year for disease.”

Early-season seedling and root dis-
eases and midseason foliar diseases are 
more likely due to the spring weather.

Insects are a wild card that can’t be pre-
dicted, McGrath said.

“We used to think we could predict soy-
bean aphids or spider mites or grasshop-
pers or bean leaf beetles,” he said. “But 
they are as unpredictable as the weather 
anymore, so we just have to scout and if 
we have to spray we have to spray.”

McGrath said he always encourages 
farmers to scout their crops for problems. 
“Scout and see what’s out there,” he said.

A new wrinkle – and concern – for 
spraying this season is that this year is 
the first time farmers have access to Di-
camba-tolerant soybeans.

“Dicamba is a product that has been 
around for 50 years or better and we’ve 
used it in corn that entire time, but it 
wasn’t a big player in the corn market 
because we didn’t use that much of it,” 
he said. “This year in beans it’s a player.”

Dicamba drift is a serious concern, be-
cause even very small amounts of the 
broad-spectrum herbicide can harm a 
wide variety of plants, McGrath said.

He has already received numerous calls 
from individuals who have noticed an ef-

fect on bushes, trees and soybeans that 
are not Dicamba tolerant.

“It takes such a small amount of that 
to drift and it can drift a long ways,” he 
said. “It can cause a lot of funny-looking 
responses in tomatoes, soybeans, grapes, 
trees and bushes.”

The farming community in general is 
concerned about Dicamba drift and even 
the perception of drift, because other pro-
cesses can mimic the effects.

“The bottom line is we have to follow 
the restrictive labels the EPA has put on 
these products,” he said.

The EPA requirements include buf-
fer zones near sensitive areas, low-drift 
spray nozzles, the use of the right amount 
of carrier water per acre to try to keep drift 
to a minimum and strict restrictions on 
how fast the wind can be blowing.

“That’s all on the label, and if we follow 
that to a T we’d still probably have a few 
issues,” he said.

One of the biggest challenges for spray-
ing is the short window farmers have to 

get it all done, which can be an inadver-
tent cause of drift problems.

“Sometimes an applicator will push the 
limit on the wind a little bit and some-
times we get drift from that,” McGrath 
said. “I think that is the exception to the 
rule.”

The problems that come along with 
Dicamba use with soybeans have been 
a topic of concern for the general public.

McGrath said he wants the public to 
know that farmers take the issue very 
seriously

“I think you are going to see 99 percent 
of the folks follow the rules and try to be 
good stewards of the technology and that 
should keep problems to a minimum,” he 
said.

He acknowledged that even when all 
the rules are followed, problems can still 
occur.

“Once in a while things happen that are 
out of their control,” he said, “but every-
one should know that we’re working re-
ally hard to do a good job.”


