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FROZEN JR. musical
offers a chance to
warm your heart

The Denison Middle School choir will present the
musical Disney’s FROZEN JR. at the Denison High
School Fine Arts Center on Thursday, February 20,
at 7 p.m.

The 60-minute musical, designed for middle school
performers, is based on the 2013 Disney film and the
2018 Broadway adaptation.

The middle school cast includes 60 students led by
Tylor Schulte

FROZEN JR. is the fanciful and heartwarming stage
adaptation of the top-grossing animated film of all
time.

Anna, Elsa and all the characters from the story will
embark on an epic, ice-filled journey of self-discov-
ery, camaraderie and the real meaning of true love.

The musical includes Frozen songs such as “Love Is
an Open Door,” “Do You Want to Build a Snowman?,”
and “Let It Go,” and also features new songs from the
Broadway production.

Tickets are $1 for students and $2 for adults. Tick-
ets are available at the door.

Disney’s Frozen JR. is presented through special
arrangement with, and all materials are provided by,
Music Theatre International.

by Gordon Wolf
The Denison City Council will con-

duct public hearings at 5 p.m. on
Tuesday, February 18, on an amend-
ment on the fiscal year 2019-2020
budget and on the maximum levy for
the fiscal year 2020-2021 budget.

The term “maximum levy,” how-
ever, is a misnomer, as City Clerk Lisa
Koch pointed out during discussion
at the council’s January 21 meeting.

“This is not the entire levy
amount,” she said.

Koch said the very fine print at the
bottom of the maximum levy docu-
ment says the total city tax rate will
include voted general levy, debt ser-
vice levy and capital improvement
reserve.

“They are not included, so it’s con-
fusing,” she added.

She explained that a new law re-
quires publishing the maximum levy
for only certain portions of the total
levy.

One column of figures in the docu-
ment shows the city’s levy at $14.824

for the current fiscal year. Koch said it
is actually $19.05.

She said depending on the amount
of debt the city issues in fiscal year
2020-202, she will have to adjust the
published levies down so that the city
remains at the $19.05 levy.

She said if the state was going to
require the publication of a maximum
levy, the legislature should have in-
cluded the entire levy instead of just
a portion of it.

“Even with this, it looks like for
next year’s budget we’re asking for
$16.09 (per $1,000) but it will be
$19.05, but these amounts will re-
duce,” Koch said.

She said the published maximum
levy required by the state can be re-
duced but can’t be increased.

The explanation of significant in-
creases in the budget are the follow-
ing.

- Liability insurance, property and
self-insurance costs increased signif-
icantly due to the number and dollar
amount of claims, including lawsuits

paid by insurance for the city
- FICA and IPERS would increase

significantly due to proposed annual
wage increases and possibly adding
a city manager

- Employee benefits would increase
due to increased health insurance
premiums and for possibly adding
two full-time dispatchers, possibly
adding a city manager and not using
cash reserves

At the council meeting at which
department heads presented their
budget requests, Police Chief Dan
Schaffer said he was considering
eliminating the part-time dispatcher
positions and instead adding two
more full-time dispatchers.

At the same meeting, Koch said an
idea had been raised to split the city
manager/city engineer position into
its two components. If the council fol-
lows through with the idea, current
City Manager/City Engineer Terry
Crawford would retain the city engi-
neer duties and another person would
be hired to be the city manager.

Training for
open records/
open meetings
rules
Need spurred by IPIB
complaint

by Dan Mundt
County Attorney Colin Johnson visited the Craw-

ford County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday to
discuss organizing a training session about Iowa
Code chapters 21 and 22, which are the state’s open
meetings/open records laws.

The training session is in response to a complaint
filed against the Crawford County Land Mobile
Radio (LMR) Advisory Board by former Denison
Mayor Jared Beymer and accepted in January by the
Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB).

“It (the training session) would be in reference to
that IPIB complaint as it relates to the LMR in that a
potential resolution to that complaint is to conduct a
training for the LMR board,” Colin Johnson told the
Bulletin and Review.

He said that the members of the board of supervi-
sors also want to take the opportunity to make the
meeting available to department heads and other
county employees.

The LMR board was created by the supervisors in
April 2019 to help manage the county’s new radio
communications system, which is in the process of
being built.

According to IPIB documents, Beymer filed a for-
mal complaint against the LMR board on November
10, 2019, alleging a violation of Iowa Code chapter
21.

Beymer claimed that the LMR board conducted a
meeting on September 17, 2019, without posting a
proper agenda; he provided a copy of an agenda and
the minutes of the meeting in question.

“The agenda pictured in his photograph did not
accurately reflect the action taken according to the
minutes,” the IPIB document states.

Roger Sailer, then the Crawford County Attorney,
responded that Beymer’s photograph was of the ad-
vance notice of the meeting.

Sailer “provided a copy of an agenda that he was
told was posted on the morning of September 16,
2019,” according to the IPIB document.

The agenda provided by Sailer did accurately re-
flect the action noted in the minutes, the document
states.

During discussion at an open meeting of the IPIB
on December 19, 2019, a witness alleged that she
had firsthand knowledge that the second agenda
was not properly posted, according to IPIB.
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Third-graders apply tech to solve aid package solution
Students in the Third Grade Tech Club at Denison Elementary School showcased for parents and teachers the skills

they used to solve a real-world problem - how to drop aid packages to victims of a tsunami. The showcase was presented
last week in the Exploration Station - the former computer lab that was renovated before the start of the school year.
The third-graders used an engineering design process to create models to safely drop packages of food and water.
Pictured above, Deyla Coronoa, Camilla Bonner and Scarlet Torrey show teachers Lois Rothe and Theresa Huntley how
they designed their aid drop package. See more on Page 5. Photo by Gordon Wolf

by Dan Mundt
“Our goal is to help provide

families in Manilla and surround-
ing communities with affordable,
quality childcare,” said Katelyn
Hodne, president of the Little
Hawks Childcare Board.

Manilla is in the middle of a
“childcare desert,” which is de-
fined by the Center for American
Progress (CAP) as “any census
tract with more than 50 children
under age 5 that contains either
no childcare providers or so few
options that there are more than
three times as many children as
licensed childcare slots.”

As part of an effort to develop
a new childcare center in Manilla,
the Little Hawks Childcare Board
is putting on a fundraiser tomor-
row (Saturday) night.

All proceeds will be used to ren-
ovate the west wing of the former
Manilla school building, which

will be the home of the new child-
care center.

Hodne said the goal is to have
the center open by August, but
funding remains a struggle.

“We need to raise quite a bit of
money, still,” she said.

The Little Hawks Childcare Cen-
ter Fundraiser begins with a steak
dinner at 5:30 p.m. Saturday at
Manilla Memorial Hall, 550 Main
Street in Manilla.

“With the steak dinner you get
a ribeye steak, cheesy potatoes,
green bean casserole, pea salad,
mac salad, a dinner role and des-
sert,” Hodne said.

A live auction, featuring items
with Iowa, Iowa State Univer-
sity and University of Nebraska
themes, will take place at 7 p.m.

A 10-person exercise class (led
by Erinn Ahart), signs from Dirt
Road Designs, of Manning, an
antique mirror with earrings, an

afghan for a dog, a Manilla Times
basket of goodies and a large, cus-
tomizable (with Iowa, ISU, Harley
Davidson, Nebraska, Vikings, Car-
dinals or Broncos logos) circular
saw blade will be up for auction.

“We’ll also have a 50/50 draw-
ing where the winner will get 50
percent of the pot,” Hodne said,
“and ‘heads or tails,’ were you
can buy as many glow sticks as
you want - and the last person in
will get 50 percent of that pot, as
well.”

From 8 p.m. to midnight, Felix
& Fingers Dueling Pianos will en-
tertain the audience.

During the intermission, local
favorite Ridge Muhlbauer will
perform.

“He sings and plays piano as
well,” she said. “He was a hit last
year.”
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A good time for a good cause
Saturday fundraiser for Manilla childcare center

Hearings set on budget amendment, maximum levy


