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by Dan Mundt
About 100 Boy Scouts and 20

volunteers will descend on Yellow
Smoke Park this afternoon (Fri-
day) for the Boy Scouts Ohwahn-
asee District Fall Camporee.

“For the last five years,
Crawford County Shooting
Sports has done a youth
day,” said Kurt Miller, Craw-
ford County Shooting Sports
board member and treasurer.

“This year, in lieu of the
youth day, we have part-
nered with the Boy Scouts.
This is an opportunity to get
people from around Iowa to
our area for some tourism dollars
as well as showing off our (shoot-
ing) range to another set of kids.”

The scouts will camp at Yellow
Smoke on Friday night.

On Saturday morning, the group
will split in two, with one half of
the scouts taking part in a fish-
ing derby and the other half going

to the Crawford County Shooting
Sports range for trap and rifle
shooting and archery.

After lunch, the groups will
switch places.

Miller credited Denison dentist
Doug Soseman with helping bring
the event to Yellow Smoke.

“We always look for new spots
to take our district to for fall
camporees and spring campo-
rees and events like that,” said
Ohwahnasee District Director
Chris Troendle.

Troendle told Soseman that he
wanted to involve the scouts in a
shooting sports event. Soseman
put him in touch with Miller.

“We’ve been itching to get over
to Yellow Smoke for some
time, but it hadn’t worked
out for the last few years,”
Troendle said. “This year it
lined up just right. It’s a great
park”

The fishing derby will take
place all around the lake.

The scout who catches the
biggest fish will win a fly
fishing rod.

“We hope to have someone
out there doing some fly fishing
to show the kids how to do it,”
Troendle said. “Not a lot of kids
have experience fly fishing.”

Scouts who aren’t into fishing
will have a chance to take part in
an orienteering course.
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Down on
the Farm
(at Yellow Smoke)
Nature Center fall
festival is Saturday

by Dan Mundt
“Yellow Smoke Park is absolutely gorgeous, right

now,” said Crawford County Naturalist Kelly Son-
nichsen. “The leaves are beautiful and the tall grass-
es are starting to turn a red-brown color.”

The fall colors are just one reason to visit the park
this weekend. Another is the “Down at the Farm”
fall festival that will take place from 1 to 4 p.m. at
the Yellow Smoke Park Nature Center on Saturday.

“It’s our family event for the fall,” Sonnichsen
said.

The event is geared for kids, with lots of games
and a bounce house.

Following the “Down on the Farm” theme, a play
area will be set up with a barn, tractors, trucks and
corn.

Denison High School (DHS) students will run the
games.

DHS cheerleaders will be on hand to paint faces
and sell cotton candy.

Kids in costume will win a prize.
“We have candy bags for everybody that wears

a costume when they come out,” Sonnichsen said.
Tickets are five for $1. Most games cost two tick-

ets.
“At each game, if they win, they get tickets and

they can take those tickets and buy prizes in our
prize house,” she said.

Prizes in the prize house include Halloween cos-
tumes and makeup, Halloween decorations and
stuffed animals.

“The more games they play the better prizes they
can win,” Sonnichsen said.
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Right Talent, Right Now

Employers
encouraged to
attend disability
awareness
open house

by Dan Mundt
“We want to raise awareness on how employers can

tap into the potential that people with disabilities pro-
vide,” said Edgar Ramirez, IowaWORKS workforce advi-
sor. “They’re a good resource.”

To further that cause, IowaWORKS will be conducting
the Right Talent, Right Now Disability Awareness Open
House on Monday.

The open house is part of National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month, the purpose of which is to raise
awareness about disability employment issues and cel-
ebrate the contributions of workers with disabilities.

The open house is being offered in partnership with the
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services office.

The event will feature employers with experience hiring
workers with disabilities

“It will be employers, or anyone that is interested,
talking to employers,” Ramirez said. “They’ll be talking
about how to tap into that potential – how to open the
doors – to people with disabilities and how they can use
that resource to help themselves.”

Ramirez said the pool of potential employees with dis-
abilities is largely untapped.

“The unemployment rate is low, but also employee
availability is very low, especially in our area,” he said.
“Some employers are starting to think outside the box by
seeing this potential.”

One topic of discussion at the open house will be how
multiple workers with disabilities can be hired to fill one
open position.

An individual receiving Social Security for a dis-
ability is allowed to get part-time work without losing
Social Security benefits, which provides an opening.

“If an employer has a full-time position and they are
having an issue filling it, the employer might choose to
hire two part-time positions for that full-time position,”
Ramirez said. “That is a way of using this resource.”
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First of two parts
by Gordon Wolf

The newest addition to the Craw-
ford County Sheriff’s Office is young
but very adept at doing her job.

And she is a transplant from Eu-
rope.

Molly, a 13-month-old German
shepherd, born in The Netherlands
and trained in Czechoslovakia, has
joined the force.

She will work nights with Deputy
Jeff Trailer

The sheriff’s office veteran K9,
Bayou, a 9-year-old Malinois, and
Sheriff James Steinkuehler will con-
tinue to work days.

On Tuesday Steinkuehler and
Trailer demonstrated both dogs’ abili-
ties to locate drugs during an event
conducted for the local media; Kyle
Schultz with the board of supervi-
sors; Dave Wiebers, principal, and
Nancy McCarville, dean of students,
with Denison High School; Crawford
County Attorney Roger Sailer, and
others.

The event also focused on the use-
fulness of the new K9 training facility
located adjacent to the law enforce-
ment’s shooting range on Crawford

County Landfill property.
A reason that the sheriff’s office

saw the need for a second K9 stems
from a change in the law that says an
individual cannot be detained for lon-
ger than a reasonable time for which
he or she has been stopped by law
enforcement.

That means law enforcement can-
not detain an individual to an inde-
terminate amount of time until an
officer with a K9 can arrive on the
scene. The sheriff said a reasonable
time is about the time it takes to issue
the ticket.

“The reason we are having issues
now is because I’m the dog trainer,
and at night I could get called clear
over by Manilla, and there’s no way
I’m going to make it in a reasonable
time,” said Steinkuehler, who lives in
Dow City. “That’s the reason behind
the night dog. The night crew has a
dog as well and it actually gives you
another tool.”

Sailer, who met Molly for the first
time on Tuesday, further explained
the legal aspects of detaining an indi-
vidual and the term reasonable sus-
picion.

“They’ve (an individual or individ-

uals) been stopped because an officer
had reasonable suspicion for speed-
ing or for whatever reason they’ve
been stopped,” said Sailer.

“So if you happen to get a dog
there during the time you’re writing
a ticket anyway and run it around the
car, perfectly legal. But if you detain
them in order to get a dog there, now
you’ve got a problem unless you can
articulate why you suspect there were
drugs in the car,” he continued.

Steinkuehler said that when he be-
came sheriff 12 years ago, a goal of
his was to go after drug dealers and
drug users throughout the county.

“I’ve never stopped that forward
motion to go after these people, and
that’s why I wanted the dogs so that
we can stop those that want to hurt
our communities, our children,” he
said.

He believes that 99 percent of the
crime in the county, in some manner,
is due to drugs.

“And if we can get it deterred and
get it turned down, we may not have
the crime that we’ve been having,”
he said.
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Four paws, a wagging tail
and a nose for crime

Fall Camporee

Boy Scouts to fish, shoot in
Denison this weekend

Deputy Sheriff Jeff Trailer leads a happy K9 named Molly from a locker that had marijuana in it. The demonstration
took place Tuesday afternoon at the K9 training facility at the Crawford County Landfill. Molly is the new K9 with the
Crawford County Sheriff’s Office. The chew toy in her mouth is her reward for working. Photo by Gordon Wolf


