
by Dan Mundt
The success of a Transitional Living

Services house in Vail has shown that
the services provided by such a facility
are needed in the area.

WESCO Industries manages the house
and is working to create a second facility
to handle some of the backlog of indi-
viduals in need of services.

“At times the waiting list has been 15
to 18 people deep,” said Clay Adams,
executive director for WESCO Industries.

Transitional Living Services provides
care for individuals who may be com-
ing out of a mental health crisis and are
looking for a home base to begin a tran-
sition to a more stable environment, he
said.

“We provide services such as medi-
cation management, funding, housing,
employment placement, and enhanc-
ing daily living skills such as cooking,
cleaning, volunteering, shopping, and
money management,” Adams said.
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CDC to
ZOOM
annual
meeting
Annual awards will
be part of the virtual
presentation

The annual meeting of the Cham-
ber and Development Council (CDC) of
Crawford County on Monday, July 13,
will be conducted through ZOOM.

All CDC members are invited to attend
and will receive an invitation at their
email address on file for their member-
ship.

Members who have not received an
invitation are encouraged to call the CDC
office to update their information.

Members are asked to RSVP by Mon-
day, July 6, to the CDC office at 712-263-
5621 or by emailing rdesy@cdcia.org.

The agenda includes an update from
the executive director and the election
of board members for a three year term
from 2020-2023.

The annual CDC Business Awards will
also be presented. The Innovators Award
is given to a business that has been in
existence for less than five years. The
Emerging Leaders Award recognizes a
business that has been in operation for
more than five and less than 20 years. A
business that has been in operation for
20 years or more is eligible to receive the
Legacy Award.

Board member elections will be con-
ducted through an online survey.

Office open
on North Main
Street

by Dan Mundt
St. Croix Hospice, an agency

based in Oakdale, Minnesota, has
opened an office at 40 North Main
Street in Denison.

Serving rural communities will
be a large part of the focus of the
Denison branch office, said Heidi
Comley, St. Croix Hospice Regional
Director of Clinical Operations in
western Iowa.

“In Iowa, we serve over 80 per-
cent of the state; we have 10 branch

locations,” Comley said.
The Denison office, which opened

on June 1, will serve patients living
in Carroll, Crawford, Harrison, Ida,
Monona, Sac, Shelby and Wood-
bury counties.

St. Croix Hospice also has
branches in Kansas, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska and Wisconsin.

“We offer care and comfort to pa-
tients with advanced illness so they
can focus on their quality of life,”
Comley said.

Services are available 24 hours
per day, seven days per week.

St. Croix Hospice offers services
to patients in private residences,
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COVID coverings for hay (and human) health
Round bales lined up at the Chad and Danae Petersen farmstead south of Schleswig follow COVID-19 mitigation measures as they watch traffic pass by on Highway 59. The

bales can be taken as a reminder that people are still testing positive for the virus and should continue to follow good hygiene practices and social distancing, and when social
distancing is not possible, to wear masks. The Petersen are known for making Christmas- and winter-themed bale sculptures in the field north of their farmstead. Photo by Gordon Wolf

18 additional
COVID cases
in last 7 days

by Gordon Wolf
The number of Crawford County in-

dividuals who have tested positive for
COVID-19 increased by 18 in the past
seven days, according to a comparison
of statistics from coronavirus.iowa.gov.

Last Thursday the county had 633
positive cases. Yesterday (June 25), the
number was 651. That number is 10
more than the number of positive cases
reported in Tuesday’s Denison Bulletin
(for results as of June 22).

Following are COVID-19 statistics
from coronavirus.iowa.gov as of 6 p.m.
on Thursday.

Crawford County
Individuals tested: 2,728, 1 of 6
Individuals negative: 2,067, 1 of 8
Individuals positive: 651, 1 of 26,

23.9%
Individuals recovered: 384
Deaths: 2
Test Iowa assessments: 6,533
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Stepping Stones

Success of WESCO facility shows need
for more Transitional Living Services

This Transitional Living Services house, run by WESCO Industries, used to be the
priest’s quarters at St. Ann Catholic Church in Vail. The success of the facility has spurred
the creation of another such house in Vail. Photo by Dan Mundt

St. Croix Hospice brings services to Denison

District maximizes
funding

by Gordon Wolf
An agreement approved between the

Denison School Board and Northwest
Area Education Agency (AEA) will
allow the local school district to extend
social services to fourth and fifth grade
students at Broadway Elementary for
the 2020-2021 school year.

It would represent an expansion of so-
cial or mental health services into lower
grades. The district currently has a shar-
ing program with Plains Area Mental

Health that provides that agency’s ser-
vices to students at the middle and high
school levels.

Superintendent Mike Pardun said a
social worker would provide two days
of service a week at Broadway Elemen-
tary. He added that the same individual
would provide the services throughout
the school year, and said that the so-
cial worker that will serve the Denison
district has around 30-plus years of ex-
perience.

The social worker would be the em-
ployee of the AEA.

The sharing arrangement with the
AEA will bring the Denison district to

the maximum operational sharing level
of funding for 21 additional students.

The district had been at the opera-
tional sharing funding equivalency of
18 students for the following positions.

Denison superintendent with
Schleswig –equivalency of eight addi-
tional students

Denison business manager with
Schleswig – five-student equivalency

Schleswig human resources person
with Denison – five-student equivalency

For fiscal year 2020-2021, school dis-
tricts are allowed $7,048 per student.
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Sharing with AEA enables Denison school district
to extend social services to Broadway Elementary

Makayla Irlbeck, left, is health information manager
and Tracee Gettys is manager of Clinical Services at the
new St. Croix Hospice office in Denison. Photo submitted


