
by Dan Mundt
The COVID unit at Crawford County

Memorial Hospital (CCMH) is now the
busiest it has been since the beginning
of the coronavirus pandemic, according
to CCMH President and CEO Erin Muck.

The CCMH sick clinics are full; the
hospital is double-booking to get pa-
tients in, she said.

“We’ve really seen an increase in
COVID positive cases in Crawford Coun-
ty and, in fact, our positivity rate is over
20 percent, which is quite significant,”
Muck said.

“We need to be more vigilant than
ever with social distancing, staying
home if we can, wearing our masks
anytime we’re out in public, washing
our hands frequently, and making good
choices in trying to prevent the spread
of COVID. We are seeing some pretty
sick people. We really need the commu-
nity’s help with getting this more under
control than it is right now.”

Many of the individuals who test pos-
itive are able to manage at home, but
more are now requiring hospitalization

than in the past, she said.
As of Wednesday, Regional Medical

Coordination Center (RMCC) 4, of which
Crawford County is a member, reported
16 patients hospitalized with COVID-19,
which was up by four from Tuesday,
said Heather Rasmussen, CCMH execu-
tive director of care integration.

Six patients were admitted in the pre-
vious 24 hours; three patients were in
intensive care units and one was on a
ventilator, she said.

“Just because we don’t necessarily
see the severity that we’ve maybe come
to expect from previous experiences, it
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be just as
vigilant as we’ve tried to be - because
every hospitalization could lead to a
more serious outcome,” said Don Lu-
ensmann, CCMH executive director of
marketing and development.

People need to wear masks, wash
their hands, and stay home when sick
to keep from infecting other people, he
said.
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Fifth COVID
death in county
announced
this week

by Gordon Wolf
A fifth COVID-19 death in Craw-

ford County was reported on Tuesday,
said Kim Fineran, director of Crawford
County Home Health, Hospice & Public
Health.

Fineran said the individual who died
was in the 61-80 age range.

Three other Crawford County residents
who died from COVID-19 were also in
the 61-80 age range

One individual who died was in the
80 and older age group.

The first COVID-19 death in the county
was reported in April.

The fourth death had been reported
over the September 12 weekend.
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Absentee
ballot requests
adding up
Ballot request
confusion continues

by Dan Mundt
“A lot of people are very confused be-

cause they received half a dozen request
forms,” said Crawford County Auditor
Terri Martens.

The forms in question are ballot re-
quest forms for the upcoming November
election.

“Getting a half-dozen ballot requests
doesn’t mean they are going to get half
a dozen ballots,” she said. “Our process
here at the office will ensure that they do
not get half a dozen ballots.”

Many individuals are concerned that
something fishy is afoot.

Martens said she has never experi-
enced an election with as much drama
and confusion as surrounds the 2020
election.

“I think a lot of them think they (the
ballot request forms) are all coming from
us,” Martens said. “They are not coming
from the auditor’s office. We only sent
the first one that they probably would
have gotten at the end of July.”

The major political parties and other
organizations trying to promote voting
sent out the other ballot request forms.

“They are also getting information re-
minding them to register to vote - as if
they aren’t registered to vote – so that
gets confusing,” she said.

Individuals who voted in the last gen-
eral election, in last year’s city/school
election or in the special election in Sep-
tember should still be registered to vote,
Martens said.

Individuals may call the auditor’s of-
fice to check to see if they are registered,
she said.

“They can also look on the Iowa Sec-
retary of State website,” Martens said.
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Marked increase of COVID-19
cases at CCMH
Community help needed to slow the spread

Groundbreaking for new Eventide facility evokes
memories of groundwork laid by earlier generations

by Gordon Wolf
With the sound of excavators moving

dirt in the background, Eventide cel-
ebrated on Thursday afternoon with a
groundbreaking ceremony for its $18.5
million skilled nursing facility.

The target date for the completion is in
December 2021.

Mindi Baker, CEO of the Eventide cam-
pus, noted the event was a milestone not
only for Eventide but for campus and the
community.

“Eventide has been part of the com-
munity for 57 years and we’re gearing
up to show senior organizations the way
forward,” she said.

“In response to the ever-changing
needs of our seniors, Eventide will un-
dertake its most significant redevelop-
ment and transformation in its history,”
Baker continued. “And we do not take
this journey lightly. Our team has de-
voted substantial time and effort and
planning in this transformation.”

The planning that resulted in the new
skilled nursing facility is seen as a con-
tinuation of Eventide’s commitment to
services for seniors

Baker said the existing skilled nursing
facility at one time served 136 individu-
als but that this didn’t provide the space
needed or desired by the staff and resi-
dents. The Silveridge assisted living facil-
ity opened in 2011, and the license for
the skilled nursing facility was reduced to
100 beds to allow for more private rooms.

When the aging nursing facility began
showing major costly repairs and that
even a major renovation was not an op-
tion for a long-term, effective solution,
the focus turned to a design for a new
skilled nursing facility.

“We looked at land throughout Deni-
son but felt strongly that the campus
should remain connected and united,
and we believed in revitalizing this
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Administration from Eventide Lutheran Home, members of the Eventide and Eventide Foundation boards, and staff from Community Living Solutions, Lueder Construction and USDA
Rural Development turn over spades of dirt to mark the groundbreaking ceremony for Eventide’s new skilled nursing facility. The ceremony was on Thursday afternoon. Excavation
on the site for the new nursing facility – the former Crawford County Memorial Hospital Property – began in late August. Completion of the new nursing facility is scheduled for
December 2021. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Avenue C
work
continues

Worked continues on
Avenue C, part of a street
resurfacing project that
includes 7th Street. Mo-
torists are advised to stay
off streets that are under
construction and to use the
detour routes of 1st Avenue
North and Avenue B. Ten
Point Construction of Deni-
son is the general contrac-
tor. Photo by Gordon Wolf


