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Express Yourself 2.0

Banda wants to 
bring Denison 
fashion show 
back this fall

by Dan Mundt
Two years have passed since the Express Yourself 

2019 Fashion Show took place at the Donna Reed The-
ater.

After a year in which most events were canceled or 
scaled back, Cynthia Banda is ready to return a fashion 
show to Denison in one form or another.

Banda grew up in Denison and graduated from Deni-
son High School (DHS) in 2013. She has a degree in 
Family and Consumer Science from Iowa State Univer-
sity (ISU).

One possibility for this year would be to do the show 
as a virtual event, she said.

She and Irma Guzman, a 2019 DHS graduate who is 
currently studying fashion merchandising and market-
ing at ISU, have talked about using the social network 
TikTok as a platform.

“The whole reason for the first fashion show was 
to give youth something to do,” Banda said. “A lot of 
them have TikTok on their phones; these youth could 
become influencers within the community.”

The short videos could include fashion descriptions 
and suggestions for items that would work together; 
the videos could also be linked to businesses that sell 
the items or sponsor the show.

“It’s another way to engage people and people can 
always go back to the videos to get outfit ideas,” Banda 
said.

She said she would want the videos to be entertain-
ing so people would want to go back and check out new 
videos that are posted.

Banda said that, given enough help, she would pre-
fer to do a live show.

She likes working with others and feeding off the 
energy of a group.

“I like to be in the moment with other people,” she 
said.

She thinks the younger people in the community 
would likely be more excited for a live show.

“I definitely believe that a lot of youth are into fash-
ion but there’s nothing really for them,” Banda said.

The fashion show could show them that, even in a 
small town, they can learn about fashion and put the 
knowledge to use.
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Floating cardboard boats
Intrepid captains of carboard boats participate in a “Battle Royale” at Yellow Smoke Park on Saturday to see whose 

boat will be the last to stay afloat. The “Sink or Float Cardboard Boat Race” is an annual event at “Red, White & 
Boom!,” the Independence Day celebration organized by the Chamber & Development Council of Crawford County. 
See more photos of the celebration inside this issue.  Photo by Gordon Wolf

IKM-Manning High School 
students Lauren Irlbeck (at 
left) and Lydia Knox are 
learning that the  sweltering 
temperatures of the summer 
is the time to think about the 
perfect Christmas tree. The 
two girls, who will be juniors 
in the fall, are volunteering 
at Evergreen Acres east of 
Denison to earn their silver 
cords for graduation. Doug 
Schwabe (pictured at right) 
has been mentoring the two 
volunteers, advising them on 
how to prune by cutting off 
only the new growth to main-
tain the conical appearance 
of the trees, and how to iden-
tify the lead (vertical stem at 
the top of a tree). Evergreen 
Acres has 3,000-4,000 
trees of a number of variet-
ies. Photo by Gordon Wolf

Getting ready for Christmas in the summer

Fire destroys former 
general store in Deloit

Firefighters were called to the old general store building 
in Deloit at about 4:20 a.m. on Monday to keep a fire 
under control. Deloit Fire Chief Jerry Lorenzen said that the 
building has been vacant for years and that the roof had 
already fallen in. The property was owned by the City of 
Deloit. Lorenzen said he did not yet know the cause (as of 
Monday morning) but said it could be related to fireworks. 
The photo above, taken during the fire, was provided by 
the Denison Volunteer Fire Department. The photos at right 
are from the Deloit Fire Department and show the building 
while engulfed in flames and the building after sunrise on 
Monday. Lorenzen said firefighters were on the scene until 
about 8 a.m.

Grassley visits Denison
Says decision on 
running again will be 
made this fall

by Gordon Wolf
One of the paramount questions concerning U.S. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) is whether he will seek an 
eighth six-year term in the November 2022 election.

After a visit to Professional Computer Solutions 
(PCS) in Denison last Wednesday, Grassley, 87, said 
he expects to make an announcement between Labor 
Day and the first week in November.

“Probably earlier than later,” he added.
Asked about the timeline for making an an-

nouncement, Grassley said a year is enough time 
to campaign.

“In the meantime, I want you to know that I enjoy my 
work very much, serving the people of Iowa,” he said. 
“I try to have a pretty vigorous schedule.”

Grassley has visited each county in Iowa every year 
he has served in the U.S. Senate. By the end of this 
week he will have visited 85 counties; 2021 is his 41st 
year in the Senate.

He says he still runs two miles a day, six days a 
week. 

Following a tour of PCS, Grassley spoke with Kim 
Ingerslev, senior vice president, via a remote connec-
tion; Ingerslev was out of town on business. Grassley 
then answered questions from PCS staff and others 
who gathered at the company.

Ingerslev said he appreciated Grassley fighting for 
small business. 
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