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A retired physicist has thrown his hat into 
the increasingly packed ring of contenders 
for Kerr County sheriff.

Warren Funk, a resident of Hunt, 
announced his intention to run on the 
Libertarian Party ticket. 

Unlike the other citizens who have 
announced, Funk has never been a sworn 
peace officer. 

Although it’s unusual for people without 
peace officer licenses to attain the office, the 
certification is not required. However, sher-
iffs who do not hold peace officer licenses 
are required to undergo continuing edu-
cation, according to 85.0025 of the Texas 
Local Government Code. Qualifications for 
the office of sheriff are established in Sec. 
85.011. 

Funk, in a press release, maintains his 
lack of law enforcement experience is an 
advantage. 

Sean Batura
sean.batura@dailytimes.com

A
fter more than two 
weeks of furlough, 
Mooney Aircraft’s 
workers were back 

on the job Monday, but 
their future remains hazy.  

A statement by Mooney’s 
Devan Burns, listed as a human 
resources generalist, said the 
furlough is over, and said the 
oft-troubled company was in 
negotiations with another inves-
tor. Just who that investor is 
remains unclear, as does much 
with Mooney. 

The company has been owned 
by Chinese-based company 
Meijing Group, which infused 
money into the troubled airplane 
maker in 2013. However, what 
Meijing’s role will be in the future 
is not certain. Mooney has built 
and delivered 41 single-engine 
airplanes since the Chinese com-
pany took over. 

Through the first three quar-
ters of 2019, Mooney had sold 
and delivered eight airplanes 
— including six of its M20V 
Acclaim Ultra. The company, 
according to the General Aviation 
Manufacturers Association 
reports, had billed about $6.4 
million. 

While Mooney is well loved 

by many of its customers, who 
affectionately describe the air-
plane as “the Porsche of private 
planes,” the company has strug-
gled mightily through the years. 

Airplane-focused media has 
been skeptical of Mooney’s abil-
ity to compete in a field domi-
nated by bigger competitors. 

“And even though the (Mooney) 
M20s are faster and have nearly 
identical engines and avionics 
to market-leading Cirrus SR22s, 
Mooneys don’t have airframe 
parachutes — and Cirrus far out-
sold them,” wrote pilot David 
Hirschman in an article for Airplane 
Owners Pilots Associations. 

Hirschman opined last week 
that Mooney would probably do 
the bare minimum to keep its 
Federal Aviation Administration 
certifications to build airplanes 
and parts. 

Last week, rival aircraft manu-
facturer Cubcrafters used targeted 
Facebook advertising to reach 

Kerrville and Mooney workers 
about employment opportunities 
at that company’s manufacturing 
facilities in Washington. 

Burns pushed back against 
that suggestion.  

“By the way, the article yes-
terday about (Cubcrafters) was 
all false,” Burns wrote in an 
email. “They may have offered 
opportunities for employees to 
work for them, but that would 
require relocating, and all of our 
employees at this point reside in 
Kerrville/surrounding area and 
do not plan to move. 

“Our employees are the heart of 
Mooney and have even remained 
working some of us while on fur-
lough to keep our pride and busi-
ness here in Kerrville, Texas.”

Walt Koenig, president and 
CEO of the Kerrville Area 
Chamber of Commerce, said he 
was happy to see the employees 
were back to work on Monday.

“We will continue to support 
their continued operations,” 
Koenig said. “We value Mooney 
in the community.” 

Kerr County commissioners 
expressed similar enthusiasm 
for keeping the business in the 
community.

Mooney has been operating in 
Kerrville since 1953 but has had 
numerous owners since the com-
pany parted ways with founder 
Al Mooney around 1955. The 
company has also endured mul-
tiple bankruptcies.
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Mooney Aircraft employees return to work, face uncertain future

TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY

This photo illustration shows  
the M20V Acclaim, Mooney Aircraft’s most  
popular model, which accounted for six of the company’s  
eight sales this year, against the setting of its Kerrville headquarters.

Although Mooney Aircraft has welcomed back its Kerrville employees from furlough, much remains unclear 
about how the manufacturing company plans to stay afloat.

Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com

See CANDIDATE, page 12

 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

WALK STOPS
➤ 5:30 p.m. – First Baptist 
Church, Washington and  
Barnett streets

➤ 6 p.m. – First Assembly  
of God, Washington and  
Jefferson streets

➤ 6:30 p.m. – First  
Presbyterian, Washington  
and Barnett streets

➤ 7 p.m. – Notre Dame  
Catholic Church, Water 
 and Washington streets

➤ 7:30 p.m. – St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, Main  
and Tivy streets

Staff Report
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Bundle up and come out 
and celebrate the season with 
your neighbors. Five down-
town churches will host the 
2019 Kerrville Downtown 
Christmas Walk on Tuesday 
evening. The first of five 
20-minute services will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. at the First Baptist 
Church on Washington Street. 

Those who are participating 
will visit the First Assembly 
of God, First Prebyterian and 
Notre Dame Catholic Church 
before finishing the night at 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. 

Guest ministers at each 
church will preach on a dif-
ferent dimension of the 
Christmas story accompanied 
by joyful Christmas music.  
Participants will walk together 
from church to church along 
luminaria-lit sidewalks.   

Light refreshments and fel-
lowship will follow hosted by 
St. Peter’s Church.  

There is no cost for this 
event, but donations to 
Kerr Ministerial Alliance are  
welcomed to support local 
food pantries. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring a 
flashlight. 

Faithful to walk downtown  
in celebration of Christmas

HAZY
HORIZONS

SHERIFF PROSPECTS
➤ Warren Funk – retired physicist and 
Hunt resident

➤ Eli Garcia – Kerr County Sheriff’s 
lieutenant

➤ Tommy Eddie Hill – Former Kerr 
County Sheriff’s deputy

➤ Mitch Lambdin – Former Los 
Angeles police officer 

➤ Larry Leitha – Center Point resident 
and retired Texas Department of Public 
Safety officer

➤ Carol Twiss – Kerr County investigator

6 vie for sheriff’s seat
2020 ELECTION


