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As the drama around 
whether Mooney Aircraft will 
reopen, at least one out-of-
state manufacturer is taking 
aim at furloughed Mooney 
employees. 

HELP WANTED
Cubcrafters, a single-engine 

airplane manufacturer based 
in Yakima, Washington, has 
been using targeted Facebook 
posts in the Kerrville area to let 

potentially displaced Mooney 
employees know their skills 
could be used elsewhere. 

“We invite any of the 
recently laid-off workers from 
the Mooney plant in Kerrville 
to think about joining our 
company,” the Facebook post 
read. 

THE BIG PICTURE
Cubcrafters build inex-

pensive airplanes compared 
to Mooney, which has been 
described as a Porsche-
like manufacturer. From 

2017-2018, Cubcrafters deliv-
ered 41 planes compared to 
the 21 delivered by Mooney in 
the same period. 

Cubcrafters currently offers 
four models and the planes 
are popular because of their 
affordable price. They are 
also popular in Alaska due 
to the planes’ short take-
off and landing capabilities. 
Cubcrafters’s website is as 
much Alaskan travelogue as 
it is about marketing aircraft. 
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Social media post by Cubcrafters, a plane builder 

in Washington, says it’s looking for employees

CHRISTMAS IN COMFORT

Mooney workers in demand
PLANES 
DELIVERED

CHRISTMAS 
IN COMFORT 
DRAWS A 
BIG CROWD
➤ Hundreds of 
people flocked to 
downtown Comfort 
on Saturday for 
a craft market, 
special food and 
music during the 
annual Christmas in 
Comfort celebration. 
Above, painter 
Kristy Watson paints 
Comfort’s High 
Street Store.  Right, 
people walk along 
High Street, visiting 
the vendors that 
were showcasing 
their goods. 

See MOONEY, page 11
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The Upper Guadalupe River 
Authority has seated new members 
to the Board of Directors, and elected 
new leadership through September 
of 2020. 

Blake Smith was elected presi-
dent, Diane McMahon was elected 
vice-president, Aaron Bulkley was 
elected secretary, and Bill Rector was 
elected treasurer.  Blake Smith and 
Diane McMahon previously served 
on officer’s row.

The terms of the new officers 
expire September 30, 2020.  

Smith is an owner and director of 
Camp La Junta. He is a member of 
the American Camping Association, 

UGRA board seats new members appointed 
by Gov. Abbott, elects new leadership

Front row pictured 
left to right: Diane 
McMahon, Blake 
Smith, Aaron 
Bulkley and Bill 
Rector.  Back row 
left to right: Austin 
Dickson, Lynda 
Ables, Mike Hughes, 
Maggie Snow and 
Gene Allen.
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See UGRA, page 11

County jail 
struggles with 
those in crisis
Kerr County Sheriff 

wants to tackle mental 

health crisis with a team 

of professionals 

Sean Batura
sean.batura@dailytimes.com

Local jails around the country are becoming 
virtual psychiatric wards, and Kerr County is no 
exception. 

To address this problem, the county and a state 
agency want to form a new rapid response team 
that would aim people toward the mental health 
system rather than the criminal justice system. 

During a county meeting last week morning, 
Kerr County Sheriff W.R. “Rusty” Hierholzer 
expressed discomfort at having a deputy, or 
another law enforcement officer, go into some-
one’s home to make sure they are on their meds. 

“I don’t feel that’s a law enforcement func-
tion,” Hierholzer said.

But finding a place to put people undergoing 
mental health emergencies is another problem. 

The proposed team would be composed of a 
peace officer, an emergency medical services pro-
vider and a social worker. This team would be 
deployed to assess people in crisis and take steps 
to resolve the situation with a medical — rather 
than law enforcement — solution, when war-
ranted. The county and MHDD haven’t set aside 
funding for this team, but are looking for grants. 

One advantage of having a licensed peace offi-
cer on the team is that the officer is legally autho-
rized to sign civil commitment orders, although 
that authority is not being utilized at the moment, 
Hierholzer said. Judges serve that function for 
now.

As a preventive measure, the team would 
check on people at risk of not taking their psy-
chiatric medications. People who can’t seem to 
take their psychiatric meds without prompting 
are a source of a lot of public safety and law 

See MHDD, page 11


