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He’s arguably one of the greatest 
military leaders the U.S. has ever 

produced, but here in Kerrville 
there’s no monument to World 
War II Adm. Chester Nimitz, who 
helped lead the Allies to victory 
over Japan. 

On Monday, the Kerr County 
Commissioners Court could 
decide to place a statue honor-
ing Nimitz on the grounds of 
the county court. Nimitz, who 
attended Tivy High School in 
1900 before earning an appoint-
ment to the U.S. Naval Academy 
in 1901, spent his entire career in 
the Navy and died in 1966. 

Nimitz was born in 
Fredericksburg, where he spent 

much of his childhood, and his 
family’s hotel has been trans-
formed into the National Museum 
of the Pacific War. However, 
Nimitz also spent considerable 
time in Kerrville, where he was 
tutored by Tivy teachers in order 
to gain acceptance into the Naval 
Academy. 

Local historian Joe Herring said 
the initial idea was supported by 
former county Judge Tom Pollard. 

Nimitz’s greatest victory came 
when he defeated the Japanese 
fleet at the battle of Midway in 
June of 1942. U.S. intelligence 
officers were able to crack the 
Japanese code and set up a trap 
for the Japanese carriers steaming 
toward the island of Midway. 

Nimitz pulled all of his carri-
ers, including the badly damaged 

On Friday, construction crews building the new H-E-B store on Main Street in Kerrville began demolishing the outer walls of the east end 
of the store. The crews were demolishing an area where goods were received and stored, and near where the old drive-thru pharmacy was 
located. Customers can still access the pharmacy and other services in the store. The 107,000 square foot store is still in the early stages of 
construction but when finished it will be about 30% larger than the existing store, which will eventually be torn down. 

Chef Matt Lopez is moving his restaurant Heritage Kitchen from Earl Garrett Street 
to Ingram and rebranding it as Liberty Kitchen.
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Former Precinct 3 Constable 
Angel Garza has announced he 
would like his old job back. 

Garza filed 
paperwork with 
the county judge’s 
office indicat-
ing he intends to 
run as an inde-
pendent after 
the Republican 
Primary in March.  
Garza had served as constable for 
16 years. Before that, he was a 
reserve deputy for the Kerr County 
Sheriff’s Office.

In 2016, he was defeated in the 
Republican primary election by 
Kenneth Wilke for the position. 

If Garza is able to submit 85 
signatures in support of his candi-
dacy to the county elections office 
by late June, he will be in the race 
against candidate Paul Gonzales, 
who has no challenger in the 
Republican Primary. 

Wilke defeated Garza in the 
Republican primary in 2016. Garza 
had served as constable for 16 years. 
Before that, he was a reserve deputy 
for the Kerr County Sheriff’s Office.

 

See NIMITZ, page 8A

See KITCHEN, page 8A
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After one last day on Earl 
Garrett Street on Friday, 
Heritage Kitchen is moving 
and rebranding, opening up 
new doors in about 10 days. 
The new restaurant will be 
called Liberty Kitchen.

“I never thought that I’d 
have my own restaurant as a 
young chef,” said owner and 
veteran Matt Lopez. “To be 
able to do that in my home-
town, it’s liberating. I have 
a liberty to really pursue my 
culinary aspirations in my 
restaurant and I also have the 
liberty to run the restaurant 
in the way that I see is fit.”

The new place, located 
in Ingram, will have more 
parking and private eating 
areas, which the old location 
lacked. The restaurant will 
also be hiring for roughly 
four or five new positions to 
complete what Lopez hopes 
will be a 15-person staff.

“The feeling of intimacy 
is a lot greater in this loca-
tion,” Lopez said.

Lopez said some of the 
changes were spurred on by 
varying views between for-
mer co-owners.

“I feel in my heart that I 
wanted our company to be 
branded a certain way and 
that comes to the way you 
treat your employees, the 

way you are active in your 
community,” Lopez said. 
“I just felt that the way I 
wanted to run was a little bit 
different than where maybe 
his moral compass was 
going.”

Lopez said the food indus-
try is notorious for being a 
negative work environment, 
something that he’s experi-
enced firsthand.

“I didn’t get told thank 
you a lot as a young chef,” 
he said. “I don’t even think 
my executive knew I was in 
the building unless he had to 
yell at me about something. 
It’s not a personal thing, it’s 
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