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For years, 
James 

McKinnon 
has waged 

legal war 
against local 
judges in an 
effort to win 
a settlement 

on his late 
wife’s estate, 

but this 
week he 

lost a major 
battle in 

court. 

(Photo 
by Louis 

Amestoy/
photo@daily 

times.com)

After years of fighting, the court stands in 
action against longtime probate litigant

Sean Batura
sean.batura@dailytimes.com

After filling seven pro se lawsuits in the last 10 years 
in battles with step-children to obtain his deceased wife’s 
estate, a Fredericksburg man was declared to be “a vexa-
tious litigant.”

Judge Albert D. Pattillo III, in an Oct. 14 order, ruled 
plaintiff James F. McKinnon met the definition of vexa-
tious litigant under the Texas Civil Practices and Remedies 
Code 11.103, which means McKinnon is now prohibited 
from filing lawsuits or appeals, or making pro se plead-
ings, unless he has been given permission by the local 
administrative judge. 

“It is clear that Mr. McKinnon will continue to file mer-
itless lawsuits against judges that he knows have immu-
nity, both sovereign immunity and judicial immunity, 
and that he fails to have standing for … simply because 
judges rule against him or do things such as setting hear-
ings that he just doesn’t like,” argued Scot M. Graydon, a 

COVID-19

SCHEDULE
AHEAD OF

H-E-B’s new Main Street store is set to open on Nov. 11, but 

there are still challenges ahead when it comes to completing 

the 114,000-square-foot store by then, including parking

Louis Amestoy
louis.amestoy@dailytimes.com

Kerrville’s new H-E-B store will open Nov. 11 — 
six weeks ahead of schedule. 

While not all of the amenities will be opened at 
the time, including a barbecue restaurant and the 
gas station, H-E-B’s 114,000-square-foot building will 
open to the public at 6 a.m. on Nov. 11 — just in 
time for Thanksgiving shoppers. 

Greg Nichols, the manager of the new H-E-B, said 
the company is in the final stages of completing the 
new store. He made a presentation on Tuesday to the 
Kerrville City Council about the plans to open. 

“It’s one of the prettiest stores I’ve seen,” said 
Nichols, adding that iconic sandstone that is prevalent 
across Hill Country architecture will be a major theme 
in the store. The store also pays homage to the found-
ing of the grocery chain by the Butt family in Kerrville 
with a replica storefront of the original store. 

The opening will also demonstrate the delicate 
logistical challenges of opening the new store, while 
selling down more than $6 million worth of inven-
tory in the existing Main Street Store. 

The only thing that will be moved over from the 
old store will be the prescriptions and pharmaceu-
ticals from the pharmacy. Those will be moved the 
night before the new stores opens. 

James McKinnon has filed 

dozens of legal challenges, 

lawsuits, complaints in fight 

over late wife’s estate

Disrupting 
surge in 
new cases
Kerr County shifts course on how 
it reports numbers, driving the 
county’s total of confirmed cases 
to 875 people since April 1 

Staff report
news@dailytimes.com

Kerr County has once 
again reversed course in 
how it reports the number 
of positive or active corona-
virus cases. The move finally 
revealed the true number 
of people who have been 
infected since the start of the 
pandemic — at least 875. 

In turn, the change in 
reporting from “to be deter-
mined” to “active” sent the 
number of current active 
cases soaring to 102 in Kerr 
County. 

“In the interest of giving 
the community a timely 
and more accurate account 
of our local COVID-19 
numbers, those TBD num-
bers will be added into the 
active count every day,” 
Kerr County Emergency 
Management Coordinator 
W.B. “Dub” Thomas said.

Even before the county’s 
course correction, October 
was proving to be a chal-
lenging month for corona-
virus containment, and the 
virus shows no signs of 
slowing down. On Friday, 
Peterson Health announced 
seven new positive cases, 
but the disruption caused 
by the virus is starting to be 
felt. 

This week, Peterson has 
confirmed 34 positive cases 
with a positivity rate of 
11.8%. For the month, 77 
people have tested positive 
for the virus at Peterson 
with an overall positivity 
rate of 8.9%. That’s just 
Peterson, Thomas’ numbers 
suggest there are nearly 30 
cases that are positive from 
tests outside of the hospital. 

As of Friday afternoon, 
two people are hospital-
ized at Peterson Regional 
Medical Center. 

At least 11 people who 
tested positive for the virus 
on Wednesday were from an 
unidentified nursing home 
in Kerrville. On Friday, at 
least one positive test forced 
Center Point High School to 
postpone its football game 
with Harper High School. 
Since players are exposed, 
Center Point also moved to 
forfeit its next game against 
Johnson City on Oct. 23. 

The county and Peterson 
Health, which did the test-
ing, has declined to name 
the nursing home with the 
11 new cases. However, that 
information will eventually 
be reported to the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services, which is more 

At right is the current H-E-B Main Street store, and on 
the left is the new 114,000-square-foot building that 
will replace it. This photo looks south from Jefferson 
Street. Over the coming weeks, the old building on the 
right will be torn down. After that, a second entrance 
to the new store will be constructed near this spot. 
(Photo by Louis Amestoy/photo@dailytimes.com)
AT TOP: Workers continue construction at the new 
H-E-B on Main Street. (Photo by Tom Holden/photo@
dailytimes.com)See H-E-B, page 6A See COVID, page 5A

See LEGAL, page 6A

When the products are similar,
the dealer makes the difference.

550 Benson Drive • Kerrville

866.240.2964

CecilMotorsGM.com
Open 8-6, Mon-Fri, Sat 9-4$$

35,50035,500
$$

28,59528,595$$

19,90019,900

LT TEXAS EDITION

2020 CHEVROLET  
SILVERADO 1500 2020 CHEVROLET  

TRAVERSE
2020 CHEVROLET  

EQUINOX
$$12,00012,000 $$5,5005,500$$7,8157,815 SALE
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STK#: G393602

STK#: J250248STK#: S713523

MSRP $27,715 Cecil Discount $3065 Chevrolet Rebate $4,750 Tax, Title, & License 
Fees Excluded. *Must Own or Lease a 2006 Non-GM Passenger Car or Truck. See 

dealer for complete details. Offer expires 11/02/20.

MSRP $47,500 Cecil Discount $6,000. Chevy Rebate $6,000. Tax, Title, & License 
Fees Excluded. * Customer Must Select $1,000 in MSRP of GM Accessories,  

Installation Cost Excluded. See dealer for complete details. Offer Expires 11/02/2020

MSRP $34,095 Cecil Discount $3,250 Chevy Rebate $2,250. Tax, Title, and 
License Fees Excluded. Retired Courtesy Transportation Vehicle with Less 
than 4,000 Miles. *Must Own or Lease a 2006 Non-GM Passenger Car or 

Truck. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 11/02/20.
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