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When Russell Nemky heard about 
what happened to Arianna Lopez, 
he knew he had to do something to 
help. But what? 

On Thursday night, Kerrville 
police said a suspected drunken 
driver lost control of his pickup 
truck at a high rate of speed, 
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Kerrville veterinarian Dr. Richard 
Grafe knew that he could always turn 
to Dr. Robert Dittmar for help when he 
needed it most. 

It seemed to 
Grafe that Dittmar 
would drop what 
he was doing if 
he needed help 
or advice, and be 
there for him.

“I was blessed 
to work with 
him,” Grafe said. 

On Saturday, Dittmar was help-
ing conduct an aerial survey of des-
ert bighorn sheep for the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department in Brewster 
County near Marathon when the heli-
copter he was traveling in crashed in a 
remote canyon of Black Gap Wildlife 
Management Area in the southeast 
part of the county. Dittmar, along 
with two colleagues from TPWD  
were killed.
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A 41-year-old Cedar Park man is 
accused of assaulting a woman and 
her child, stealing her truck, ramming 
a DPS vehicle, ramming a Kerr County 
Sheriff’s Office vehicle, resisting arrest 
and assaulting at least one jailer at the 
Kerr County jail. 

According to Kerr County Sheriff W.R. 
“Rusty” Hierholzer, the incident began 
about 6:26 p.m. Friday in Midland 
when Jerry Lee Gardner assaulted a 
woman and her child at a gas station 
while committing a carjacking. Gardner 
stole her 2018 blue Dodge Ram 1500, 
states a press release from the sheriff’s 
office.

“A lady was injured, thrown out of a 
truck at a gas station,” Hierholzer said 
during a commissioners court meeting 
on Aug. 10. “Her child was thrown out 
of it while it was moving.”

DITTMAR

Clockwise from top left: Elijah Flores, 
Sean Kendrick and Brady Dietert 
perform Sunday evening during  
a benefit concert for the family of  
8-year-old Arianna Lopez, who was 
injured when a suspected drunken 
driver crashed his truck into her room.

See BENEFIT, page 7

See VETERINARIAN, page 14

See CHASE, page 14
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The Kerrville Independent School 
District will host what it’s calling an 
“informal” discussion Tuesday night about 
the proposed budget and tax rate. 

The meeting will be held in the district’s 
central office boardroom, 1009 Barnett St. 
Masks will be required and social distanc-
ing observed. Those who wish to attend 
virtually can access the meeting through 
the link below. 

Tuesday’s meeting is an advance of 
a public hearing that will take place at 

6 p.m. on Aug. 17. Those interested in 
viewing the meeting virtually can join the 
Zoom video conference by visiting: zoom.
us/j/3852813114. The meeting ID is: 385 
281 3114

The property tax situation has drawn sig-
nificant attention this year because of the 
increase in appraised values. More than 
3,000 property owners have protested the 
appraisals to the Kerr Central Appraisal 
District. The city of Kerrville has decided 
it will not seek a property tax increase in 
2021. However, the property tax revenue 
could be significant for the school district. 

State law requires appraisal districts to 
assess properties based on market val-
ues that prevailed as of Jan. 1 — before 
the pandemic kicked in and the economy 
started suffering. 

The state comptroller’s office had found 
the appraisal district didn’t assess val-
ues high enough in 2019, which required 
the district to do another study and do a 
reappraisal. If the district lets values fall 
outside the 95% to 105% of market value 
required by law, school districts receive 
less funding from the state.

The comptroller also found the appraisal 
district valued agricultural land too low in 
2017, and undertook no study until 2019 to 
determine the correct values.
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KERR COUNTY CASES: 398 total 111 active  281 recovered 6 deaths
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, call Peterson Health Urgent Care  
at 830-258-7669 to be screened for an appointment to get tested.
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School board pores over budget
Community invited to weigh in digitally

550 Benson Dr • Kerrville
866.240.2964
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When the products are similar,
the dealer makes the difference.

1

See Dealer for Details.  1) MSRP $36,210 Cecil Discount $2,711 Chevrolet Rebate $3,500 Tax, Title, and License Fees Excluded.  2) MSRP $27,715 Cecil Discount $781 Chevrolet Rebate $4,157 Tax, Title, & License Fees 
Excluded.  3) MSRP $44,130 Cecil Discount $1378 Chevy Rebate $8,500 Tax, Title, & License Fees Excluded. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 8/31/20. *36 Month Close End Lease. 10K Annual Mileage Allowance. 
1st Payment Due at Signing. Tax, Title, & License Fees Excluded. See Dealer for Details. Offer Expires 8/31/2020.  4) MSRP $22,790 Cecil Discount $700 Chevrolet Rebate $3,419 Tax, Title, and License Fees Excluded.

NEW 2020 CHEVROLET 
1500 CUSTOM EDITION

NEW 2020 CHEVROLET 
EQUINOX LS

STK#:  S713523
2

2020 CHEVROLET BOLT 
PREMIER

STK#:  4127466

NEW 2020 CHEVROLET 
TRAX LS

STK#:  L307829

17% CASH BACK 

YOU SAVE $6,211 OFF MSRP

SALE PRICE 
$29,999

18% CASH BACK 

YOU SAVE $4,938 OFF MSRP

SALE PRICE 
$22,777

STK#:  Z286507

22% CASH BACK 

YOU SAVE $9,879 OFF MSRP
OR LEASE FOR $399 PER MONTH

SALE PRICE 
$34,252

18% CASH BACK 

YOU SAVE $4,119 OFF MSRP

SALE PRICE 
$18,671
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“I t’s so amazing when 

people need each other.”
– BRADY DIETERT,  San Antonio
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Hill Country musicians 
throw impromptu jam 
to aid hospitalized girl

Helicopter 
crash kills 
specialist 
on wildlife

Assault suspect 
leads police on 
lengthy pursuit

Colleagues of longtime 
clinic owner recall his 
mentorship, expertise

Law enforcement levies 
string of felony charges
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