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The recent rains have been help-
ful and, if they continue, we might 
see an improvement over a very 
dry 2019. 

With more than 2 inches of 
rain already in January, the 
Kerrville area is slightly above 
average where it should be for 
January, according to data at the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Knipling-Bushland U.S. Livestock 
Insects Research Laboratory in 
Kerrville. 

To be exact, 2.67 inches of rain 
has been recorded at the lab, while 
over at the Upper Guadalupe River 
Authority, they are measuring 
2.8 inches. That’s better than the 
1.12 inches of average rainfall in 
January. 

The National Weather Service, 
which keeps its measurement 
devices at Kerrville/Kerr County 
Airport, has measured no rainfall 
in Kerrville. 

In 2019, just 20.05 inches of 
rain fell — about 10 inches below 
average. It was not the smallest 
amount of rain measured in recent 

years — that was in 2008 and 2011. 
In 2011 and 2008, Kerrville was 

about 19 inches below average. 
“Conservation should always 

be on our minds, whether it’s 
been raining or not. We live in a 
drought-prone region. We live in 
a region that has scarce surface 
water in general every day,” said 
Tara Bushnoe, UGRA’s natural 
resources coordinator. 

The National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration lists 
Kerrville and Kerr County as being 
in a moderate drought. 

“If we also don’t get our spring 

rains, when summer comes, 
things are going to intensify very 
quickly as far as drought condi-
tions go, because now we’ve had 
a sustained almost 12 months of 
below-average rainfall,” Bushnoe 
said. “Once you start to get all of 
the plants into their growing sea-
son, using more water and the 
high temperatures increase the 
evaporation, things accelerate very 
quickly.”

Bushnoe said it’s always a 
good idea to have best practices 
in place when it comes to water 
conservation. 

“Taking care of leaks is always 
the best way,” Bushnoe said. “A 
faucet can drip and it may seem 
like just a drop, but that can accu-
mulate to a lot of water over time, 
and those drips can happen any-
where you have a faucet.

“If you have an irrigation sys-
tem, there’s a lot of different 
vulnerabilities along that system 
that could leak, so understanding 
your irrigation system and hav-
ing different ways to check to see 
if there are leaks is a great way 
to make sure you’re not wasting 
water.”
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Zachary Carl Trout’s troubles with 
alcohol have plagued him for more 
than 20 years, and on Wednesday, 
they got him sentenced to 20 years 
in prison after he was convicted in 
a Kerrville court-
room for drunken 
driving. 

Trout, 46, had 
been in Kerrville 
in an attempt to 
right himself for 
decades of alco-
hol abuse, which 
took an even 
deeper turn after 2008 when his wife 
was killed by a drunk driver. 

Wednesday, 216th District Judge 
N. Keith Williams sentenced Trout 
to prison. Trout pleaded guilty to the 
felony charge for his third DWI in 
November. 

“Your wife was taken from you 
by another drunk driver, and so 
basically knowing that, having per-
sonal knowledge about the sadness 
and the tragedy that can bring on 
another family, and even after your 
wife was killed, you continued on 
this path,” Williams said. “And 
every time you have some type of 
event, you resort to drinking. As 
nice of a person as you appear to 
be… you’ve obviously got some 
really tough issues that I have to 
consider in terms of public safety 
— in other words, I believe you are 
a danger to the public.”

Trout’s attorney, Scott E. Gilbert, 
told the court that his client had 
been, as a child, adversely affected 
by the absence of a father, and 
had struggled with alcoholism for 
decades, with some of his relapses 
occurring after the death of his wife 
in 2008 and a breakup with a girl-
friend more recently. 

Gilbert said Trout had, at one 
time, managed to achieve two and 
a half years of sobriety, and argued 
that it wasn’t too late for his client 
to turn his life around with some 
kind of long-term treatment for 
alcoholism, while avoiding prison. 
Gilbert, speaking from personal 
experience and as an advocate for 
the local drug and alcohol recovery 
population, said sometimes it takes 
several relapses — and just getting 
older — in order to achieve long-
term sobriety. 

“He’s at the age now where I 
believe long-term treatment could 
help him,” Gilbert said. “Treatment 
has advantages over TDC (prison) in 
that it’s less expensive and the out-
comes are better. In incarceration, 
they tend to get worse with addiction 
instead of better.”

Gilbert said he’s always agreed 
that Trout needs some length of 
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Documents obtained by The 
Kerrville Daily Times paint a picture 
of the Kerrville Police Department 
in unflattering terms, including an 
officer who walked off the job after 
accusing the department of failing to 
act on illegal activities. 

Former Officer Stephen Wherry 
resigned on Oct. 20, 2019, essentially 
walking off the job at 4:40 p.m. that 
day, after writing a memorandum to 
KPD Chief David Knight. 

“I refuse to work with an agency 
who condones criminal activity and 
persecuted the officers who report 
these illegal acts,” wrote Wherry, 
who served for nearly 10 years on the 
Kerrville force. 

Wherry is expected to testify against 
Sgt. Jaiman Yarbrough, whom he and 
other former KPD officers accused of 
filing a false affidavit to conduct a 
search warrant of a Kerrville woman’s 
apartment last year. 

In the affidavit, Yarbrough swore 
he saw drug paraphernalia while 
standing at the door to Cody May’s 
apartment at 3355 Legion Drive in 
January 2019. The affidavit was used 
to secure a search warrant that report-
edly uncovered syringes, baggies con-
taining trace amounts of metham-
phetamine and other paraphernalia. 

According to court filings, KPD 
Investigators John Latham and Jeff 
Purvis — both of whom no longer work 
for the department — told the office 
of 216th District Attorney Lucy Wilke 
last year that “they did not believe that 
Sgt. Yarbrough could have made the 
observations he placed in the search 
warrant affidavit from his position in 
the doorway and during his conversa-
tion with (Jordan Christopher Crane, a 
man who was at the apartment).” 

In an interview with KENS 5 tele-
vision on Tuesday, Knight indicated 
the department has reviewed docu-
ments and video footage related to 
the search and found no wrongdoing. 

Three employee surveys describe 
an understaffed, under-equipped and 
underpaid department that was losing 
officers to other cities in Texas. 

However, none of the surveys 
obtained by The Times alleged illegal 
activity in the department.  

A motion to suppress evidence 
gathered in May’s case was scheduled 
for Tuesday but was postponed until 
April 22 before 216th District Judge 
N. Keith Williams. A new prosecutor 
has been appointed due to a poten-
tial conflict of interest: May’s former 
defense attorney is now a 216th assis-
tant district attorney.
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Teaching in China dur-
ing the summer for the past 
several years offers Jeanette 
Cockroft, a 2016 recipient of 
a Fulbright Scholar Grant, 
just the spark she needs for 
the academic school year at 
Schreiner University, where 
she teaches a variety of 
classes in the small history 
department. 

The Fulbright Visiting 
Scholar Program is an 
international educational 
exchange sponsored by the 
U.S. Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs. 

Participants are given 

the opportunity to study, 
teach and conduct research 
to contribute to finding 
solutions to international 
concerns. 

“Chinese students know 
more about America and 
will ask different types 
of questions than my 
American students,” said 
Cockroft. “I find myself 
looking at material entirely 
differently and I am then 
able to work those ideas 
into my material here.”

Cockroft, associate pro-
fessor of history and politi-
cal science at Schreiner, 
first became fascinated 
with China as a high school 
student in 1966 living in a 

small town in Maine. 
“I wasn’t on a univer-

sity campus during the 
upheaval during the ’60s 
in the United States. The 
most radical thing that hap-
pened was girls could wear 
slacks in the winter and stu-
dents had a place outside to 
smoke,” said Cockroft. “To 
see what kind of impact 
young people could have 
was so different than any-
thing I knew.”

The Cultural Revolution 
in China began when 
Communist leader Mao 
Zedong called on the 
nation’s youth to revive the 
revolutionary spirit that had 
led to victory in the civil 
war 20 years earlier and the 
formation of the People’s 

Schreiner professor spends 
summer teaching in China
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Jeannette Cockroft shares 
stories of her experience 
with Chinese education.
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Recent rains ease effects of parched 2019, but drought lingers

Judge locks 
repeat DWI 
offender up 
for 20 years
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