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Two boys ages 6 and 8 
were killed in Saturday’s 
drag racing crash, accord-
ing to the Kerrville Police 
Department.

The 8-year-old was pro-
nounced dead at Peterson 
Regional Medical Center 
and the 6-year-old died 
at the scene of the crash, 
reads a KPD press release. 
Other people were injured, 
including the driver of the 
vehicle involved in the 
incident.

The initial crash assess-
ment indicates the crash 
occurred about 3:20 p.m. 
Oct. 23 when a 1990 
Ford Mustang driven by 
Michael Gonzales began to 
lose control half way down 

the 1/8-mile track. 
“The vehicle lost rear 

traction and began to slide 
to the left and the right on 
the track,” reads a press 
release from the Kerrville 
Police Department. “The 
vehicle ultimately lost con-
trol, turning to the left and 
entering into a slide. The 
vehicle slid off of the run-
way being utilized as the 

raceway and slid into the 
grassy area where specta-
tors were observing the 
race. The vehicle struck 
multiple spectators before 
striking a trailer and com-
ing to a stop.”

Those injured and taken 
by air ambulance for  
treatment, according to 
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The three women who 
resigned last week from the 
City of Ingram released a 
statement saying their depar-
tures had nothing to do with 
pending civil litigation but 
were the result of a hostile 
work environment. 

“They valued their jobs 
and their customers but 
could not continue to work 
under the hostile work con-
ditions created by the current 
administration,” reads a let-
ter delivered to The Kerrville 
Daily Times along with cop-
ies of the former employees’ 
resignation letters.  

Ingram Mayor Kathy Rider 
confirmed last week that 
City Secretary Stephanie 
Breckenridge, Municipal 

Court Clerk April Sublett and 
Finance Clerk Sheila Sanders 
resigned Oct. 21 and didn’t 
come into work the next day. 

Sanders was with the city 
for seven years, Sublett for 
five and a half years and 
Breckenridge for almost 14 
years, according to the letter, 
which also made the claim 
that they suffered retaliation 
for voicing “their concerns 
about such confrontational 
working conditions.” The let-
ter doesn’t include any details 
about specific incidents.

Rider confirmed Monday 
that the employees left after 
a supervisor was appointed 
to oversee their work at City 
Hall.

“I am resigning effective 
immediately and for just 
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Vietnam-era veterans who 
served between 1955 and 
1975 were honored Saturday 
during a ceremony at the 
Hill Country Veterans Center. 

More than 40 veterans from 
all branches of the armed 
forces each received a com-
memorative pin, honoring 
them for their service.

More than 60 people 
attended the ceremony 
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Talan Hyde, a 16-year-
old junior at Our Lady 
of the Hills College Prep, 
wanted to do something for 
his Eagle Scout project that 
involved animals. After 
considering building a 
dog park, putting benches 
at the animal shelter and 
even helping out a vaccina-
tion clinic, he reached out 
to Kerrville Pets Alive and 
asked them for a wish list.

They suggested that feral 
cat shelters would be really 
helpful.

“I got inspiration from 
online plans, and after 

many attempts, I finally 
figured out how to build 
one,” Hyde said. “I got 
permission to dig through 
the dump trailers of my 
mom’s building company, 
and I pulled scrap pieces 
of boards and pulled nails 
out of lumber to keep the 
project’s costs low. We got 
high-quality materials for 
free that way.”

Although the project 
was Hyde’s, he had help 
from friends, fellow Scout 
troop members and his 
twin brother, Treves, who 
attained Eagle Scout this 
year. Hyde prepped all 
of the materials, cut the 
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2 boys killed in drag racing crash

Public’s help requested
“We are asking any members of the public who 

might have photos or video of the incident at the drag 
races Saturday to please share them with our investi-
gators,” reads a Monday statement from the Kerrville 
Police Department. “Anyone with relevant pictures or 
video can call Sgt. James Machetta at 830-258-1310 
or email them to him at james.machetta@kerrvilletx.
gov. We appreciate the public’s assistance during this 
investigation.”

One of the helicopters dispatched to the Kerrville/Kerr County Airport at Louis Schreiner 
Field on Saturday afternoon hovers over other first responder vehicles. Helicopters took 
patients to San Antonio medical facilities after a car collided with spectators at a drag 
racing event. The crash took the lives of two boys, according to police. (Times photo by 
Tony Gallucci/photo@dailytimes.com)
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Entrepreneurs and community 
leaders will have an opportunity to 
network, hear speakers and enhance 
their business acumen at next month’s 
Kerr Economic Development Corp.’s 
Business and Innovation Forum.

The event, slated for Nov. 3-5, is 
intended to showcase the vast diver-
sity among the businesses in Kerrville, 
enhance industry into the 21st cen-
tury, develop talent and a highly-
skilled workforce pipeline, attract 
and develop local entrepreneurs, 
recruit forward-thinking companies 
and increase opportunities for capital 
investments, according to the web-
site of the the KerrEDC. Community 
Showcase Events scheduled for Nov. 
5 include brewery tours; a hike, beer 
and yoga session; the Kerrville Farmers 
Market; and the VIP Invitation only 
Top40 Awards Event.

“ A t 
KerrEDC, we 
are constantly 
looking for 
opportunities 
to showcase 
unique and 
o u t s t a n d -
ing qualities 
that make 
K e r r v i l l e 
and the Hill 
Country a great place for business 
development and growth,” wrote 
KerrEDC Deputy Director Theresa 
Metcalf in an email. “The Business 
andInnovation Forum was the perfect 
way to bring together all of our busi-
ness retention and expansion efforts 
and highlight our long entrepreneur-
ship history.”

The event will include presentations 
and dialogue on topics including:

• Texas Film Industry — The future 
is big and bright in the Lone Star 
State: Panel discussion with the Texas 
Film Commission and a string of local 
filmmakers

• Entrepreneurial Trends 2020s 
— managing projects through the 
Musk Foundation and International 
Economic Development Council’s 

Forum to 
foster ‘crucial 
conversations’
2-day event slated  
in early November

See FORUM, page 5
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Talan Hyde works to complete his Eagle Scout project — 
seven feral cat shelters from materials scrounged from 
the construction company where his mother works. He 
pulled nails from used lumber to save costs for the project. 
(Courtesy photo)

DeeAnn Hendrickson, left, accepted a Vietnam memorial pin 
from Andrea Machuca with Humana and Alan Hill, director of 
the Hill Country Veterans Center, on Saturday. The pin honors 
all Vietnam-era veterans who served 1955-1975. (Times photo 
by Roger Mathews/photo@dailytimes.com)

Eagle Scout project provides shelter for feral cats

Vietnam veterans honored 
with commemorative pin

3 former city staff claim 
hostile work environment
Mayor: Resignations followed 
changes in training, supervision


