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A new business could be com-
ing to Kerrville, bringing roughly 
200 new jobs with it.

During the economic improve-
ment corporation’s meeting 
on Monday, Kerr Economic 
Development Corporation Chief 

Operating Officer Gil Salinas pre-
sented a plan named Sky Master, 
a project that involves an aero-
nautic and robotics business 
potentially coming to Kerrville.

Salinas said that he cannot 
release the name of the business 
because it has not yet decided if 
it will move to Kerrville, but the 
KEDC is in communication with 

it to see what it would take to get 
the business to town. The KEDC 
approves of the project, Salinas 
said.

In aeronautics, Skymaster is a 
plane manufactured by Cessna, 
but it’s also a plane that made 
headlines last year when a Los 
Angeles-based startup replaced 
the plane’s gas-powered engines 

with a hybrid-electric engine to 
conduct a successful test of the 
engine system. 

No one is willing to confirm 
the specifics of that company, but 
Salinas said a business they are 
trying to attract would potentially 
be for aviation and aerospace 
manufacturing as well as robot-
ics manufacturing, which would 

require workers with high skill sets.
If the business decides to come 

here, it aims to be in full opera-
tion by this fall, hiring people in 
the third quarter of 2020. The first 
year would bring 50-60 employ-
ees; by the third year, that would 
grow to 200.
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Vintage Heights — a 
potential 510-home develop-
ment on Texas 16 — returns 
to the Kerrville City Council 
chambers tonight at the first 
Kerrville City Council meet-
ing of the 
year.

“I want 
to vote 
for this, 
but I want 
it to feel 
good,” said council member 
Delayne Sigerman, adding 
that she hasn’t solidified 
any opinions about it yet. 
“I want everyone involved 
to feel good when the day is 
over, as good as they can.”

Other council members 
added they, too, aren’t ready 
to make any conclusions 
about their feelings regard-
ing the project yet, as it 
means a lot to a lot of peo-
ple. This could be the big-
gest housing development in 
Kerrville’s history.

Vintage Heights is a pro-
posal to bring workforce 
housing adjacent to the 
Riverhill neighborhood. The 
property, which consists 
of more than 200 acres, is 
owned and being developed 
by Chuck Cammack.

According to a press 
release from the city, the city 
defines workforce housing 
as housing for individuals 
and families that earn 80% 
to 120% of the area median 
income for Kerr County, 
which is about $57,700 
per Texas Department of 
Housing and Community 
Affairs 2019 Project Income 
and Rent Tool worksheet.

Mayor Bill Blackburn 
and council member Kim 
Clarkson both said they 
didn’t wish to share their 
opinions about Vintage 
Heights before the meeting.
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HILL COUNTRY DISTRICT JUNIOR LIVESTOCK SHOW

Tally Elementary student Ky Blount walks his hog around the Hill Country Youth Event Center before entering the ring at the 76th annual Hill 
Country District Junior Livestock Show.

Toby Reed, 1, of Bandera reaches 
for an Angora goat as his great-
aunt Leighann Baker watches.

Photos by Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com
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It’s showtime at the 76th 
annual Hill Country District 
Junior Livestock Show. The offi-
cial opening ceremonies took 
place Monday and, for many of 
the participants, this week at the 
Hill Country Youth Event Center 
it is a chance to earn a consider-
able college scholarship. 

The Hill Country District Junior 
Livestock Show Association 
awards between $20,000 and 
$30,000 in scholarships each year 
to graduating high school seniors 
and collegiate students who have 
been active for four or more 

 

See BUSINESS, page 12

IF YOU GO
Annual stock sale

➤ 1 p.m. Jan. 19 

➤ Buyers’ luncheon to 
precede sale at 11 a.m.

DISCOVER MORE
➤ Find expanded coverage 
and photo galleries from the 
Hill Country District Junior 
Livestock Show online at 
www.DailyTimes.com.

IF YOU GO
➤ The council 
will meet at  
6 p.m. today 
at 701 Main St.

See SHOW, page 12See COUNCIL, page 11

IN THE  
RIGHTSTEP DIRECTION

4-H involvement helps many area youth to raise funds for college

POLICE & COURTS

Kerrville man sent to 
prison for child porn

A 63-year-old Kerrville man who 
pleaded guilty to possessing child 
pornography has been sentenced 
to three years in prison.

Johnny Richard Ingram Sr. 
appeared before 198th District 
Judge Melvin “Rex” Emerson Jr. 
on Friday and was given two 
concurrent prison sentences 
totaling three years, pursuant to  

a plea deal with the office of 198th 
District Attorney Scott Monroe.

Johnny Richard Ingram Sr. and 
his son, Johnny Richard Ingram 
Jr., were arrested in May 2018 
after the Attorney General Child 
Exploitation Unit discovered child 
porn being shared from a device 
linked to the Ingrams’ home 
in Kerrville, according to news 
reports. 

Investigators executing a search 
warrant found child porn on 
multiple laptops at the residence, 
and both men admitted to 

downloading and saving child 
pornography. 

Johnny Richard Ingram Jr., 41, is 
at the Garza East prison in Beeville, 
according to Texas Department 
of Corrections records. He was 
convicted of three counts of 
possessing child porn in Kerr County 
and two counts of indecency with 
a child in Bandera County.

The images possessed by 
Johnny Richard Ingram Jr. were 
more extreme and deviant than 
those possessed by his father, as 
indicated by indictments. 

Man convicted of drug 
crimes gets 32 years

An Ingram meth dealer has been 
sentenced to 32 years in prison.

Christopher Eli Hammer, 36, who 
was in the Kerr County jail on Monday 
awaiting transfer to prison, appeared 
before District Judge Melvin 
“Rex” Emerson on Friday and was 
sentenced for several felonies related 
to his dealing methamphetamine 
last year. Emerson issued concurrent 
sentences totaling 32 years. Shorter, 
concurrent sentences include a four-

year term and a 15-year term.
Hammer was sentenced pursuant 

to a plea agreement with the office of 
198th District Attorney Scott Monroe. 

Hammer had been arrested in 
July 2019 by narcotics investigators 
with the Kerr County Sheriff’s Office. 
Investigators executed a warrant 
for during a traffic stop and found 
1.5 pounds of meth worth about 
$24,600, according to a press release. 

Emerson also ordered Hammer to 
pay about $1,800 in court costs and 
about $2,300 for a court-appointed 
attorney.

Kerrville may get economic boost

Disputed 
housing  
plan back 
to council
Proposal redone 
after residents 
voice skepticism


