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Another coronavirus infec-
tion was announced Friday 
afternoon, putting Kerr 
County’s total COVID-19 
cases at 16. 

No information on the 
latest case was available. 
Peterson Health infection 
preventionist Pam Burton 
announced the case in an 
audio update Friday after-
noon, saying it’s not clear 
how the person was exposed 
to the virus. She also said 
the method of exposure 
involved in the four infec-
tions announced May 21 is 
unclear. The 11th infection 
was announced May 19, 
making six new cases uncov-
ered this week. 

William B. “Dub” Thomas, 
county emergency manage-
ment coordinator, said the 
12th infection resulted from 
travel outside the county but 
within the state. This person 
was tested in Bexar County 
and is self-isolating at home, 
according to Kerr County. 

Cases 13, 14 and 15 were 
tested at the Franklin Clinic 
in Kerrville, according to 
city of Kerrville spokesman 
Stuart Cunyus. 

“It’s undetermined if they 
are community or travel 
related at this time,” Cunyus 
wrote in an email. “One is 
isolating in the city, and two 
are isolating in Kerr County.”

Burton said as the county 
enters a busy holiday week-
end, it’s more important 
than ever to practice infec-
tion control methods rec-
ommended by the CDC and 
state health department. 

“Continue to practice 
social distancing, limit 
unnecessary travel and be 
prudent in your activities, 
avoid contact with people 
who are sick; avoid touch-
ing your eyes, nose and 

Emily Guevara
emily.guevara@dailytimes.com

An estimated 4.1 million 
homeowners nationwide 
are in forbearance plans as 
the economic effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinue to play out.

With forbearance plans, 
the borrower’s mortgage 
payments are suspended or 
reduced for a time agreed 
upon by the servicer. 

Those 4 million home-
owners represent 8.16% of 
mortgage servicers’ portfo-
lio volume as of May 10, up 
from 7.91% the prior week, 
according to the Mortgage 
Bankers Association.  

By comparison, 0.25% 
of all loans were in forbear-
ance the week of March 2, 
the association reports.

“To what extent the for-
bearance is going to lead to 
some foreclosure, we just 
don’t know how many or 
what proportion,” said Jim 
Gaines, chief economist at 
the Real Estate Center at 
Texas A&M University. 

Gaines said the hope is 
somewhere between 75 per-
cent to 90 percent of people 
who are out of work will get 
their jobs back in the next 
three to nine months. If that 
happens, those homeowners 
potentially could get back on 
track with mortgage payments.

These homes in forbear-
ance tend to be concentrated 
in bigger cities where there is 
more loss of jobs, Gaines said.  

Our Lady of the Hills senior 
Jinn Khuc attends graduation 
at Notre Dame Catholic 
Church on Friday. For more 
photos from this event and 
from Harper High School’s 
graduation, turn to Page 16 
or visit DailyTimes.com.
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Tivy senior Dezirae 
Bremseth earned a 
full ride to attend 
the San Francisco 
Conservatory of 
Music this fall.

Louis Amestoy
louis.amestoy@dailytimes.com

Ready to make the biggest 
move of her life, armed with a 
full scholarship to a prestigious 
music conservatory, Dezirae 
Bremseth is missing one critical 
thing before heading west for the 
next phase in her musical educa-
tion — a new French horn. 

For the last few years, 
Bremseth, 19, has been excelling 
on a French horn that was bor-
rowed — from Tivy High School. 
Come next week, she will have 
to return that piece of equipment 
that has served her well. 

“My main goal in life is to end 
up in a major orchestra, whether 

HOW TO HELP
➤ To contribute  
to the fund to help 
pay for Dezirae 
Bremseth’s French 
horn, visit Texas Hill 
Country Bank, 998 
Sidney Baker St. 
South. The account 
number to make a 
deposit is 6020593.

➤ To watch a video 
of Bremseth playing 
the French horn and 
being interviewed, 
visit DailyTimes.com 
and click on this story.
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The longstanding legal battle between 
the city of Ingram and a small group of 
property owners has been marked by 
twists and turns, but earlier this week, 
198th District Court Judge Melvin 
“Rex” Emerson recused himself from 
hearing the latest claim by the city that 
the property owners needed to immedi-
ately connect to the city’s wastewater 
lines in order to protect the Guadalupe 
River from E. coli contamination. 

After Emerson’s recusal, the city 
walked back from its previous request 
that the court rule on the legitimacy 
of its ordinance, instead emphasiz-
ing the public health component of 
potential contamination as a reason to 
force the property owners to connect 
to the sewer line. The property own-
ers, who claim they’re on functioning 
septic systems, have refused to con-
nect for various reasons.

The attorney for the defendants 
said the city might have been forced 
to add additional parties — possibly 

other property owners who had not 
connected, but who aren’t being pros-
ecuted or sued — if it had continued 
with its previous request, but instead, 
it dismissed that part of the lawsuit.  

But the attorney representing the 
city, Scott Tschirhart, said removing 
the request was “done to simplify the 
issues for the court,” adding that “the 
city simply wants compliance with 
the code of ordinances.” 

The new judge on the case is Bexar 
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GET READY
TO VOTE!
Ballots for the Best  

of Kerrville Readers  
Choice Awards will  

be included with this 
Thursday’s newspaper dailytimes.com/newsletters
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$1.50 Memorial Day Weekend, May 23-24, 2020

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

CECILMOTORSGM.COM

TO LEARN MORE!

550 Benson Dr • Kerrville
866.240.2964

CecilMotorsGM.com
Open 8-6, Mon - Fri, Sat 9-4

When the products are similar,
the dealer makes the difference.

NEW 2020 CHEVROLET TRAX LS NEW 2020 CHEVROLET 1500 DOUBLE CAB TEXAS EDITION NEW 2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS

STK#:  B081587 STK#:  Z257875 STK#:  S6150371 2 3

$0 DOWN PAYMENT

$0 1ST MO PAYMENT

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$0 DOWN PAYMENT

$0 1ST MO PAYMENT

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

$0 DOWN PAYMENT

$0 1ST MO PAYMENT

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

LEASE FOR 

$199PER MONTH*

LEASE FOR 

$399PER MONTH*

LEASE FOR 

$299PER MONTH*

*36 Months / 35 Monthly Payments. Ultra-Low Mileage Lease Example for Qualified Lessees. See dealer for details. 1) MSRP $20275 Cecil Discount $2515 GM Rebate $1000 
Offer Expires 6-1-202.  2) MSRP $44575 Cecil Discount $4120 GM Offer Expires 6-1-2020.  3) MSRP $28250 Cecil Discount $1560 Offer Expires 6-1-2020.
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