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A group of local youths devoted themselves in 
recent weeks to learning what it takes to serve in 
law enforcement and what’s required of citizens to 
be ambassadors of their communities.

The youngsters — in the grades 6-8 — were mem-
bers of the 12th annual Kerrville Police Department’s 
Junior Citizen Police Academy, which was held 
at Starkey Elementary School for two weeks this 
month. As JCPA cadets, the children participated 
in a wide variety of activities under the guidance of 
officers with the Kerrville Police Department. They 
graduated from the academy on Friday.

“We are teaching citizenship, reinforcing respon-
sible behavior, teaching about things that they’re 
going to need as they continue in the journey to 
young adulthood,” said KPD Sgt. Jonathan Lamb 
during the graduation ceremony that day.

Lamb, who taught JCPA classes, said that 
although the purpose of the program isn’t police 

Roger Mathews

roger.mathews@dailytimes.com

The Museum of Western 
Art unveiled its latest acqui-
sition Thursday as a part of 
a Kerrville Area Chamber of 
Commerce After Hours Mixer. 
The 12-foot bronze sculpture 
was already uncovered due to 
its size, but a giant red ribbon 
adorned the statue, ready to 

be cut to inaugurate it to the 
museum.

Artist T.D. Kelsey named it 
“Touching the Sun,” and with 
clear skies, the sun was cer-
tainly a part of the ceremony. 
Headed by Executive Director 
Darrell Beauchamp, a group 
of volunteers, board members 
and a curious public stood 
by as board member Judy 
Warnick did the honors of 

cutting the ribbon.
Beauchamp said in his intro-

duction that the statue was 
supposed to be one of five, and 
MOWA had made an agree-
ment with the artist to have 
the first one. However, a fifth 
bronze was never cast, making 
their statue one of only four.

“The molds for the bronze 
burned up after the fourth cast-
ing, so there will be no more of 

them,” said Beauchamp.
The statue is a 12-foot tall 

bronze of a cowboy riding 
a wild, bucking horse. He is 
hanging on as the horse leaps 
and twists, while reaching sky-
ward with his hat in his hand, 
thus the title of the work, 
“Touching the Sun.”

After the “unveiling,” the 
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After three years as chief finan-
cial officer for the city of Kerrville, 
Amy Dozier has tendered her resig-
nation and plans to take a position 
with the Kerrville Public Utility 
Board as their new chief financial 
officer. 

“We will miss Amy very much, 
not only because of the outstand-
ing work she did for the city, but 
also for the professionalism and 
warmth with which she treated 
everyone,” City of Kerrville Public 
Information Officer Stuart Cunyus 
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The city of Kerrville received 
more than $1 million from the state 
comptroller’s office this month — 
the largest payment for any month 
of June.

The $1,103,764.66 allocated to 
the city was among $907.6 million 

See SALES TAX, page 6A

See DOZIER, page 3A

See ACADEMY, page 3A

Kerrville CFO 
Amy Dozier 
resigns

City sees 
largest-ever 
June sales tax 
payment

A new bronze, “Touching the Sun,” is installed at the Museum of Western Art. Artist T.D. Kelsey climbs his creation to make adjustments 
to the crane strap as helpers steady both the artist and statue while the latter was placed on its pedestal in May. (Times photo by Tom 
Holden/photo@dailytimes.com)
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Leila Ayala, left, plays a driver being pulled over by 
Maribel Garcia, who is role-playing a police officer 
conducting a traffic stop, under the direction of 
Officer Paul Gonzales, Kerrville Police Department, on 
Tuesday outside Starkey Elementary School. (Times 
photo by Sean Batura/photo@dailytimes.com)

Treatment underway for 

person bit by rabid kitten

See KITTEN, page 6A

WHAT TO KNOW
Human deaths in Texas 

from rabies did not decline 
to modern levels until the 
mid-20th century. There 
were 179 human rabies 
fatalities in 1935 in the 
state. In 1942, there were 
nine deaths, and that 
number dropped to three 
or fewer deaths annually in 
the following decades. 

The rabies virus, trans-
mitted through infected 
saliva, travels from the 
point of contact up the 
peripheral nerves about 

See BRONZE, page 6A
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Someone was bitten by a 
rabid kitten in Kerr County 
this month, according to local 
officials.

The bite occurred June 10, 
and was reported the same 
day, according to a Thursday 
press release from Kerr County 
officials. The kitten, which 
had been displaying unusual 
behavior, was collected by 
an animal control officer in 
the Stagecoach Drive area of 
Mountain Home, the release 
reads.

Because rabies is a 

12-foot bronze sculpture revealed at museum
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‘Touching 

the Sun’
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