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HILL COUNTRY RUNDOWN: Find out about this week’s top storylines on SPORTS, Page 10

Sitting behind a pile of paperwork, Kerrville attorney John Carlson holds return receipts for letters sent to heirs of two 
Kerrville-area women who left behind more than $2 million to 243 heirs. Carlson helped track down the heirs and is now 
dispersing checks to the heirs.

Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com

A will surprise

Kerrville woman is 1 of 243 heirs to 
receive inheritance from 2 women

See CITY, page 3
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W
hen Kerrville’s Carol 
Hemenover got a 
call inviting her to 
a meeting about the 

estate of her late cousin, she was 
skeptical, and almost dismissive. 

After all, Hemenover barely knew 
Anna Faye Bausch, a third cousin, 
who died in 2017 after battling 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

It took two years, but Hemenover 
— much to her surprise — received 
a check for more than $30,000 from 
a $2.5 million estate left behind by 
Bausch. 

“This is like a dream,” said 
Hemenover. “I don’t have a lot of 
money. I couldn’t cash the check at 
first, I just looked at it.” 

It can also be a nightmare, which 
is what Hemenover sort of expected 
at first, because so many Americans 
haven’t updated their wills, or have a 
will at all. 

An estimated 60% of Americans, 
according to the AARP, do not have 
a will or some instrument to disperse 
their assets after their death. 

In this case, Bausch had willed her 
estate to her aunt, who died three 
years before Bausch. It was a reciprocal 
move, because her aunt, Louise 
Vincent, had left her estate to Bausch. 

These mirrored wills set off a 
mountain of paperwork, sleuthing 

and lawyering in order find 243 
heirs eligible to receive a portion of 
Bausch’s estate. 

“I think we got 95% of them,” 
said Kerrville attorney John Carlson, 
who handled the legal aspects of the 
probate. “There’s a few we haven’t 
been able to find.” 

While handling the legal affairs of 
estate planning is one of Carlson’s 
primary areas of focus, this case’s 
complexity and size was almost 
overwhelming. Working with retired 
accountant Peggy Braun, who was 
the guardian of the estate, the team 
had to track down all of the heirs. 

“I’ve never done anything at this 
level,” said Carlson, adding it was 
Braun’s tenacious research that 
helped track down the heirs. “The 
management of an estate with 243 
heirs is quite onerous.” 

Most of the assets were related to 
a ranch Bausch owned in Bandera. 
While Bausch was married for 57 
years, she never had children but 
remained close with her aunt — who 
never married or had children. 

Hemenover said she has no 
recollection of ever meeting Vincent, 
but does remember meeting Bausch 
when the two were teenagers. 
Hemenover said some of her cousins 
have no recollection of ever meeting 
the women. 

Through the experience, 
Hemenover has been connected to 
numerous cousins — most still in 

the Hill Country — along with many 
across the country.

“It’s really unbelievable,” she said. 
Hemenover was one of the first 

to be contacted because she knew 
Braun. However, she scoffed at the 
idea that she would get money. 

“I had a cousin who told me she 
thought it was a hoax,” Hemenover 
said. “I would get all of these 
documents from the lawyer, and I 
would get excited, but my cousin 

ESTATE PLANNING

TOP 5 AREAS  
OF FOCUS
The AARP repeatedly offers 
advice and suggestions for 
estate planning, and in a 
piece written by financial 
advisor Suzy Orman, there are 
five areas to focus on when 
planning for the end of life: 

1 Advanced directive, when 
the time comes to decide 

what to do at the end of your 
life.

2  Durable power of  
 attorney for health care

3  Revocable living  
 trust

4  Will

5  Durable financial  
 power of attorney
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The Kerrville City Council will begin the first dis-
cussions tonight about lowering the city’s property 
tax rate. City leaders also will examine improve-
ments to the historic down-
town and consider accepting 
state funds to improve pedes-
trian and bicycle traffic. 

LOWERING TAXES
The council will set pub-

lic hearings for the new pro-
posed city property tax rate 
of 54 cents per $100 of valua-
tion, which is lower than last 
year’s rate of 55 cents. 

“It’s lower than it has been. 
... That’s always a positive 
thing,” said Place 4 Council 
Member Delayne Sigerman. “We have expenses, and 
we certainly could raise taxes, but we’re trying to 
avoid that.”

Sigerman said lowering the tax rate will not affect 
the city negatively.

While the council will give notice of the tax rate 
tonight, the public hearings will be on Aug. 27 and 
Sept. 10.

There also will be a public hearing on Aug. 27 

Ariel Lutnesky
Ariel.lutnesky@dailytimes.com

In a prevention-focused partnership, Kerr County 
and the Upper Guadalupe River Authority are going 
to work together to provide landscaping that will 
help ease the impact of flooding at the authority’s 
Kerrville headquarters. 

The county commissioners agreed Monday to loan 
the UGRA equipment to make improvements on its 
property that would improve landscaping and mini-
mize the flooding that has ravaged the area in years 
past. 

WHY IT MATTERS
UGRA General Manager Ray Buck said the prop-

erty is routinely flooded, but the county and the 
UGRA could come together to discuss other land-
scaping projects that benefit the Guadalupe River. 

The proposed solution, designed by an engineer 
from Texas AgriLife, will create a 2-foot depression 
filled with gravel, sand and top soil, complete with 
some plants. The landscaped feature will go at the 
lower end of the parking lot, helping both UGRA’s 
flooding problem and the river, Buck said.

“It’s designed to catch the overflow of that water 
and then let it seep into the ground,” Buck said. “It 
gives a lot of benefits to the environment. It protects 
the river, because it filters the sediments out.”

COUNTY IMPACT
“(The road and bridge department) doesn’t have 

the staff right now, but they do have equipment they 
can loan,” Precinct 3 Commissioner Jonathan Letz 
said.

UGRA is aiming to have the landscaping project 
complete by Aug. 23.

NEWS AND NOTES
The commissioners also approved continuation of 

the burn ban, a new veterans service assistant for 
the veterans service office, some organizational deci-
sions regarding the November election and installa-
tion of new playground equipment at Flat Rock Park 
and Center Point/Lions Park.

They also decided to continue participating in a 
program with 181 other counties that lessens the 
financial burden should the county ever have a capi-
tal murder case.

City leaders 
look at lowering 
property tax rate

IF YOU GO
➤ What: Kerrville 
City Council 
meeting

➤ When: 6 p.m. 
today

➤ Where: City 
Hall, 701 Main St.

➤ Details: www.
kerrvilletx.gov

County will help  
UGRA with project to 
ease flooding impact

See INHERITANCE, page 3

“I think we got 95% of then. There’s a few we haven’t been able to 
find. I’ve never done anything at this level. The management of an 

estate with 243 heirs is quite onerous.”
John Carlson, Kerrville attorney


