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Cases pile up in Kerr County

Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com

Staff report
news@dailytimes.com

Kerr County’s situation with 
coronavirus took a dramatic 
series of turns on Friday, capping 
the worst week for infections 
since the pandemic started — 
and it’s likely to get worse in the 
coming days. 

Officials at the city of Kerrville 
and Peterson Health identified 
seven new cases on Friday, includ-
ing six employees of the city’s water 
plant. Another unidentified person 
is hospitalized at Peterson Regional 
Medical Center because of the virus. 

As a result, Peterson Health 
announced it will be restricting 

visitors to the hospital to those who 
are there for someone at the end of 
their life or for expectant mothers.

“We know this is difficult for 
both the patients and their family 
or friends, and we apologize, but 
the restrictions are critical in order 
to protect the health of our patients 
and employees and to help contain 

the spread of COVID-19,”  said 
Audrey Cortez, director of patient 
experience at Peterson Health.

Peterson Health will require that 
all employees wear masks, includ-
ing non-clinical staff. Clinical staff 
in direct patient care have been 
wearing masks from the very 
beginning, but now all employees, 

when moving throughout the hos-
pital, will be donning masks.  

Due to the surge in cases and 
the rising number of people seek-
ing testing, Peterson’s Outreach 
Clinic at Peterson Urgent Care will 
expand its testing to the weekends.  
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JUNETEENTH

Construction crews work on a new gated affordable housing project, 
Quail Hollow,  off Meeker Road in Kerrville. The subdivision will 
consist of single-family homes along with some condominiums.

Prayer vigil crowd reflects 
on progress, work still to 
be done toward equality

Jonathan Toye
jonathan.toye@dailytimes.com

The Doyle School Community Center’s 
Juneteenth Celebration started with Konrad Wert 
settling into a fold-up chair near the entrance to 
the center’s pavilion on Friday evening. After 
delivering a brief introduction, Wert began 
strumming the chords to “Heavy” on his banjo.

His song choice wasn’t an accident. Wert, a 
teacher at Tivy High School, penned the song after 
experiencing a difficult day in the classroom five 
years ago. He thought the song was relevant in 
what is a particularly difficult time for the nation.

“It seems (this song) speaks to the present 
situations of what’s going on in the communities 
across the country,” Wert told the audience

The Doyle Center’s volunteers addressed that 
same issue during a team-building meeting on 
June 1, seven days after the death of George Floyd. 
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It’s a sliver of land between 
Meeker Road and Burleson 
Boulevard, and it doesn’t look like 
much, but it could be very mean-
ingful to Kerrville’s tight housing 
inventory. 

On this small lot, developer Kent 
Densley and builder Kenny Bledsoe 
are planning something small — but 
very big. Ask any Realtor in Kerrville 
and they will tell you that homes 

between $200,000 to $300,000 are 
very difficult to find, and if you can 
find one, you’d better move quickly.

In fact, there are 61 homes in 
that price range — that’s it. 

With that, Densley saw an 
opportunity to serve a need, and 
he brought in Bledsoe and Century 
21 real estate agents Gay and Bill 
Renak to come up with a plan for 
11 homes that could be affordably 
priced. 

That’s when Quail Meadow was 
born. 

“Demand and a need,” Densley 
said of the genesis of the proj-
ect. “It’s a real need. It’s not just 
Kerrville or Fort Meyers, Florida, 
it’s nationwide. It’s a crying 
need.”

Bill Renak said that he spends 
a lot of time working with first-
time buyers and that they are 
often faced with limited financial 
resources just to get into a house 
— let alone the ability to fix it up. 

Louis Amestoy
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For those who build, 
being a dreamer is a big part 
of the allure of developing 
projects, and that was cer-
tainly the case for Granger 
MacDonald, who was work-
ing to help transform parts 
of Kerrville. 

MacDonald died on 
Wednesday. He was 65. 

His legacy, however, is 
certainly alive and well, 
and the family business 
he started with his mother 
in the 1990s is work-
ing to complete one of its 
most ambitious projects in 
Kerrville — The Landing, a 
new community and retail 
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Local affordable housing 
development takes flight

Do you think masks 
should be required at 
Kerrville businesses? 

Find out what your  
neighbors said on  

PAGE 4.

Prolific
builder 
leaves 
legacy

Clifton Fifer sings  “Free at Last”  during Friday 
evening’s  Juneteenth Prayer Vigil at the Doyle 
School Community Center.
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