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HURRICANE HUNTERS

LOOKING TO MAKE AN IMPACT: 5 Antler JV players who can contribute in the fall. SPORTS, Page 7 

2 local men spent years flying into hurricanes — on purpose

Bill Simms, left, and friend Rex Little talk about their adventures tracking Hurricanes in C-130s. Both men served in the 
U.S. Air Force and the Air Force Reserves.

Rules could limit 

truck traffic on 

Riverhill Blvd.

Donna Provencher
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With hurricane season upon us, 
it’s hard to imagine flying into the 
heart of a hurricane and emerging 
triumphant and unscathed on the 
other side. 

But for Kerr County residents Bill 
Sims and Rex Little, it was all in 
a day’s work during their time as 
pilots in the Air Force Reserves.

Sims spent three decades in 
the Air Force — active duty from 
1970-73 and in the Reserves until 

2003 — while Little spent from 
1972-78 on active duty and became 
a reservist in 1986.

Both would retire as lieutenant 
colonels. 

The Air Force Reserves require, at 
minimum, one weekend a month 
spent training and two weeks a year 
of active-duty service — although, 
in reality, units can be activated 
anytime, and the job can require a 
much greater commitment, Sims 
said. 

As reservists, Sims and Little were 
“hurricane hunters” in the same 

squadron, serving on aircrews that 
flew into cyclones in order to gather 
weather data. 

“They get satellite pictures in 
Miami, task the unit, call us up and 
say, ‘We need you,’” Sims said.

Then they’d take off to observe 
the storm with two pilots aboard, 
a flight engineer, a navigator, a 
dropsonde operator and a weather 
officer.

Little added that his role was 
as simple as it was specific: Fly 
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Flying into danger

Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com

This enhanced satellite image made available by NOAA shows Hurricane Helene, top, and Tropical Storm Isaac in the 
Atlantic Ocean on Sept. 11, 2018. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says the Atlantic hurricane 
season should be near normal for 2019, predicting nine to 15 named storms. 

NOAA/via AP

See HURRICANES, page 12
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County commissioners approved a construc-
tion change order for the East Kerr County/ Center  
Point Wastewater Project during their meeting 
Monday.

The change order includes some items such as 
wastewater treatment materials and devices, land-
scaping modifications, lift station design changes, 
gas line repairs and fence work.

The original contract price for the proj-
ect amounted to $29,898,570 and would have 
taken 760 calendar days to complete. Previous  
change orders, however, deducted $2 million and 
40 days. 

With this new change order — which is 
$199,610.67 and adds 39 days of work — the new 
contract total is $28,022.235.11, with the project 
taking 839 days for completion.

The project is expected to be complete on Feb. 
17, 2020.

The commissioners also approved hiring attor-
ney John Carlson to help with a 100-year-old fund 
that was created to help with road work in pre-
cincts 1 and 4.

The fund, which is in the bank and amounts 
to somewhere between $150,000 and $160,000, 
is losing money out of the principal, according to 
County Attorney Heather Stebbins.

“I am not an expert in trusts and reached out to 
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The topic of semi trucks will drive the conversa-
tion at today’s Kerrville City Council meeting.

Council members will decide whether or not 
they will prohibit “any truck or tractor-trailer com-
bination which has dual or tandem rear axles” 
from driving through roadways that have been 
marked with signs saying as such.

The new ordinance would not apply to trucks 
making pick-ups or deliveries to locations on the 
affected street.

As of right now, the sole place that could be 
affected is Riverhill Boulevard, from Medina 
Highway to Bandera Highway, but if coun-
cil decides to pass the ordinance, it leaves open  
the possibility of adding more areas if the need 
arises.

“(Heavy trucks) are using the Riverhill  
Boulevard as a shortcut, (and) that’s not a  
healthy environment for residential neighbor-
hoods,” said Delayne Sigerman, council member 
Place 4.
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