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Three years after his son’s death, David 
Wood saw the driver accused of hitting his 
son on the highway in 2014 and leaving the 

scene finally receive a guilty verdict — but 

the punishment wasn’t what he, or the pros-

ecutors handling the case, had hoped for. 

The state found Joseph Cantu guilty of fail-

ing to stop and render aid, a second-degree 

felony, in 2017. He received six years of 
probation and community service — but no 
jail time — for the death of Philip Wood, a  
member of the University of Texas track and 
field team. 

Philip’s parents wanted a harsher sen-
tence for people like Cantu, even though it 
would not affect their son’s case, so they 
went to the Texas Legislature. Their five-
year battle ended this month when House 

Bill 2502 went into effect. The new law cre-
ated a mandatory minimum 120-day prison 
sentence for anyone who receives probation 
for failing to stop and render aid in cases 
that result in someone’s death. 

At the end of Cantu’s 2017 trial, prosecu-
tors asked for four months of jail time, a 
request denied by the judge, who instead 
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HOUSTON
➤ Eastern Texas 
continues to get 
swamped by Imelda, 
with some areas 
receiving staggering 
amounts of rainfall.
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Fail to stop, render aid will result in minimum sentence

PETERSON REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Tom Holden/Times Photo Editor, photo@dailytimes.com

Peterson Regional Medical Center Chief Nursing Officer Kaeli Dressler makes her way to the finish line as she and other hospital 
employees took part in wheelchair races in the medical center’s parking lot on Friday.

Change in Texas law now leads to a 120-day 
minimum prison stay in crash cases

The cause of this race is awareness
Ariel Lutnesky
ariel.lutnesky@dailytimes.com

Employees at Peterson Health 
had a novel way — although with 
purpose — to spend their lunch 
time on Friday. In fact, they were 
out back racing wheelchairs.

Probably not the way one 

would imagine health care work-
ers spending time, but it’s also 
Rehabilitation Awareness Week, 
and the point of the races was 
to understand the mobility chal-
lenges faced by those confined to 
wheelchairs. 

“It was a lot harder than 
I thought it was going to be, 

especially the steering,” said 
Sandy Drager, a physician at 
Peterson. “It seemed like a fun 
time and a good way to learn what 
it’s like to be in a wheelchair.”

The event was organized 
by the rehabilitation depart-
ment, and all participants were 
employee volunteers who joined 

in and cheered each other on for 

one reason or another.

“Our director was so fired up, 

she inspired us to have a team,” 

said Senior Buyer Dianne Parrish 

of the materials management 
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The 107th Annual Notre Dame Festival 
will take place in Kerrville this weekend, 
featuring rides, a raffle, music, barbecue, 
games and gorditas — and the public is 
invited to come out and enjoy all of it, 
said Pete Calderon, co-chairman of the 
event.

The festival is a fundraiser for Notre 
Dame Catholic School. Last year, the 
event brought in somewhere around 
$125,000 or so, Calderon said. 

Notre Dame 

Festival set 

for kickoff  

See SENTENCE, page 10A

See RACING, page 10A

See FESTIVAL, page 10A

TRIALS
➤ Schreiner University’s 
Colt McBee is still in the 
hunt at the U.S. Olympic 
Skeet Trials in Kerrville.
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550 Benson Dr • Kerrville
866.240.2964

CecilMotorsGM.com
Open 8-6, Mon - Fri, Sat 9-4

When the products are similar,
the dealer makes the difference.

1) MSRP $39,815 Cecil Discount $3556 GM Rebates $6250. Chevrolet Courtesy Vehicle with Less than 5000 Miles. TT&L Not Included. 2) MSRP $34,095 Cecil Discount $1346 GM Rebates $2750 Non GM Owners Rebate $2000. Must Own or 
Lease a 2005 or Newer Non GM Passenger Car or Light Duty Truck. Chevy Courtesy Transportation Vehicle with less than 5000 miles TT&L Not Included. 3) 0% Financing Provided by GM Financial. Not Stackable with Other Offers. Not All 
Buyers will Qualify. See Dealer for Details. Chevrolet Courtesy Vehicle with Less than 5000 Miles.

to Test Drive 
New Chevrolet

2019 Chevrolet 

Silverado 1500

1

$29,999 $27,999 FINANCING
UP TO 72 MOS.
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STK#: G214486

2019 Chevrolet 
TAHOES & SUBURBANS
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STK#: R265782

2019 Chevrolet 
Traverse

2

NON GM OWNERSSTK#: J219086
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