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The man who collected 
these stories was J. Frank 
Dobie. The book I’ve been 
reading is “The Essential 
J. Frank Dobie,” edited by 
Steven L. Davis, published 
recently by the Texas A&M 
University Press.

Dobie had connections to 
Kerrville; his sister who co-
owned a bookstore here, and 
he often spent time writing 
during his stays at her home 
in Kerrville. 

The late Forrest Salter, 
the kind publisher of the 
Kerrville Mountain Sun 
decades ago, was a student 
of Dobie’s at the University 
of Texas in Austin. Lots of 
people in Kerrville knew 
Dobie. He was like a cousin 
who came to see us in 
Kerrville; a cousin we liked, 
even if we disagreed with 
his politics. There are far 
more interesting things than 
politics.

J. Frank Dobie was one of 
the first Texas writers to gain 
national attention; before 
Dobie, the words “Texas” 
and “writer” were seldom 
used together. Not only was 
Dobie a successful profes-
sional writer, he demon-
strated one could make life 
in the Southwest a literary 
subject. 

Fred Gipson, who also has 

Literary
Legend

Built for the future

TEXAS

Writer J. Frank Dobie had 
his fans, detractors, but his 
mark on Texas literature is 
unquestioned and gets a 
new retrospective

T
 his past week I enjoyed read-
ing stories from Texas and the 
Southwest, stories about vaque-
ros, coyotes, lost mines, wolves 
and ranchers. Ben Lilly, Charles 

Goodnight and others told their stories, not 
as characters from a history book, but as 
themselves. I heard singing and rested by a 
campfire while reading the firsthand reports 
of frontier life. These true tales are much 
more than history.

Smoking out
theTRUTH

T
he woman at the front desk 
was adamant — we were 
liars. We had defamed a 
man of quality. She said it 
several times that everything 

we printed was a lie. 
There was one problem with her 

assessment — it wasn’t based in fact. 
Not surprising, considering we live in 
a time of “alternative facts,” but the 
truth is the truth. 

When it comes to Kerrville and 
Texas barbecue, there’s a prominent 
character that almost everyone knows 
— Buzzie Hughes, the likable owner 
of Buzzie’s Bar-B-Q, over there at 213 
Schreiner St. It’s hard to miss, because 
the smell is all Texas Hill Country 
goodness. 

However, Buzzie faced a problem 
he never expected, and the collateral 
damage from it wafted like 
a stubborn cloud of trouble 
over to us at 429 Jefferson 
St., where we encountered 

the woman who staunchly believed 
we had wronged Buzzie. 

It all started in July with a news 
aggregator website — these are the 
guys who essentially scrape free 
content from news websites across 
the country and repackage as their 
own. It’s a shady deal, and television 
news sites are often the victims of the 
practice. 

The aggregators make their money 
off of relational advertising to those 
who are lured into the content via a 
click-bait driven head-
line. The reality 
is that not every 
advertiser knows 
they are on those 
sites because of the 
way the ads are 
served — often by 

Google. 
In the case of Buzzie’s, their ad 

looked like content when placed next 
to a story the website had scraped 
about a Fredericksburg-area sex 
offender who had jumped bail. Since 
the content is encouraged to be shared 
across social media, it didn’t take long 
for people to start asking questions: Is 
Buzzie Hughes a pedophile? 

“I didn’t pay no mind to it,” Buzzie 
said. “When I read it, I saw my picture 
down there, and that was no big deal, 
but a friend of mine said read the top 
real good. When I read it I said ‘holy 
smokes.’”

Now, Buzzie is used to smoke, 
but only the kind that makes 
turkey extra special — not the kind 
that could ruin your life. Within 
days, Buzzie was trying to lay low, 

because people were asking 
questions. 

Buzzie’s Bar-B-Q is famous for its food, but when a website 
connected the owner to a criminal, that’s when the fight began
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           BREAST  CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
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Under the leadership of third-year coach Alyssa Hanley, things 
are looking up for Schreiner University’s women’s volleyball 
team, which features a dynamic cast of first-year players. 
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See DOBIE, page 6A

EVENT
➤ Meet writer 
and book editor 
Steven L. Davis 
from 4 to 6 p.m.  
today at 
Wolfmueller’s 
Books, 229 Earl 
Garrett St. 

➤ Davis 
has written 
extensively 
about J. Frank 
Dobie’s life and 
has compiled the 
“essential” works 
of the famed 
Texas writer.  
“The Essential 
J. Frank Dobie” 
will be on sale at 
Wolfmuellers. 

See BUZZIE, page 6A

Kerrville’s Elizabeth Rose is helping organize 
the Awaken The Dawn event starting tonight. 

Sean Batura
sean.batura@dailytimes.com

Christians will begin a 50-hour 
event of prayer and music tonight 
on a hill overlooking the city. 

The event, which is free and 
open to the public on a come-and-
go basis — even in the middle of 
the night — begins at 8 p.m. at 
the Coming King Sculpture Prayer 
Garden.

There will be a 20-by-40-foot 
tent and a stage and sound system 
to accommodate constant wor-
ship music, said Kerrville resident 
Elizabeth Rose, who is organizing 
the event. Each hour or two will 
feature a prayer offered by one 

of 35 prayer teams from the sur-
rounding Hill Country, including 
Kerrville, San Antonio and Mason. 

Rose has committed to staying 

50 hours of worship is 
the plan for Awaken 

AWAKEN THE DAWN
➤ 8 p.m. Thursday to 10 p.m. 
Saturday.

➤ Coming King Sculpture 
Prayer Garden,  
520 Benson Drive

➤ Info: elizabethrose.atd@
gmail.com, www.awaken 
thedawn.org
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See DAWN, page 6A
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