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As last week’s winter 
storm bombarded Texas with 
ice and snow, command staff 
at Hill Country Youth Ranch 
started to get nervous. 

The ranch, which housed 
70 children placed there by 
Child Protective Services, 
hadn’t lost power, and staff 
had been able to fix water 
problems as they arose, but 
food stocks were running 

very low. By last Wednesday, 
H-E-B was virtually out of 
food — perishables had to 
be thrown away due to a 
power outage — and the 
roads weren’t safe for deliv-
ery trucks. Walmart was 
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More than three years after 
the mass shooting at the First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs comes the Kerrville 
release of a documentary the 
director and producer says 
is a “witness to miraculous 
stories.”

“Miracle on 4th Street” 
revisits the events of Nov. 5, 
2017, at the church and fol-
lows the lives of the survivors, 
many of them children, to tell 
the stories of their recoveries.

Director and producer 

Charlie Minn, who specializes 
in documentaries that focus 
on the lives of victims, says 
he wanted to make this film 
“to honor and represent the 
survivors, to give a voice to 
the people who do not have 
a voice.”

“Some of the stories I was 
researching,” Minn said in 
a phone interview with The 
Kerrville Daily Times, “espe-
cially Willeford. He actually 
came out to confront the 
shooter. … When do you ever 
hear of something — it’s like 
something out of a movie.”

Stephen Willeford, 58, is 

the man who became the 
hero that day, running with 
his AR-15, barefoot down 
the street from his home 
toward the church after hear-
ing gunshots fired. He got 
off six shots while the driver 
was trying to get away, then 
drove after him with the help 
of Johnnie Langendorff, who 
was 27 years old at the time. 
While the shooter died of a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound 
to the head, the stories of the 
survivors had just begun.

“Nine members of one 
family were murdered. Some 
of the stories I heard — this 

one girl, she was wearing eye-
glasses. The glasses flew off 
her head, but she wasn’t hurt. 
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KERR COUNTY 80 deaths*    |    94 active    |    11 hospitalized*   
Reported by Kerr County Emergency Management and Peterson Regional Medical Center as of Feb. 24. Numbers with * reported Feb.24.
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Kerr County businesses are cleared to 
operate at 75% capacity, Judge Rob Kelly 
announced Tuesday.

“We have received word that our local 
COVID-19 case numbers have come 
down significantly — so much so that 
our county’s businesses can take another, 
tentative step closer to getting back on 
track and moving forward in the recovery 
phase of this pandemic,” Kelly said.

COVID-19-related deaths are reported 
at 11, as of press time, on Peterson 

Health’s website, www.petersonhealth.
com/covid-19-news/, with 11 new posi-
tive cases. Overall, the number of con-
firmed positive cases is 2,454.

“This represents a significant decrease 
over the past couple of weeks and, 
finally, we can be optimistic about the 
months ahead,” Kerr County Emergency 
Management Coordinator William B. 
“Dub” Thomas said in a statement 
Wednesday

Requested information regarding any 
allotment of vaccine for distribution in 
Kerr County was not available by press 
time.

The clearance to ramp up local oper-
ations is stated clearly in Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s executive order, GA-32, issued 
Oct. 7, 2020. It sets the thresholds for 
areas with high hospitalizations.

Under the current criteria, the Kerrville 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services Trauma Service Area P no lon-
ger meets the definition of a high hospi-
talization area, so those businesses may 
reopen to the higher levels of occupancy.

“Please continue to practice healthy 
and safe habits that begin with hand 
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Most of the people in the neighbor-
hood of a couple hundred residents 
just north of FM 479 and Interstate 10 
were still without essential services 
Wednesday in the wake of Winter 
Storm Uri.

“We’ve had no power, no water, no 
cell service, landlines have gone down 
because of the trees and the ice,” said 
Sheryl Cardwell, who lives off Broken 
Spur in Mountain Home.

Cardwell, who is the administrator 
for the neighborhood’s nextdoor.com 
page, relayed her neighbors’ concerns 
to county officials during Tuesday’s 
emergency meeting of the Kerr County 
Commissioners Court.

“Many of the people out there are 
scared and angry, and some of them are 
at their wits’ end — I mean mentally 
about to give up,” Cardwell said. 

After seeing a suspected transformer 
explosion last week that “was like fire-
works,” power was lost to their water 
well pump, and the water tanks were 
depleted as of Tuesday, she said.

“We don’t know how long we’re 
going to have to wait,” Cardwell said. 
“We can’t shower, wash dishes, wash 
clothes, we’re using drinking water to 
brush our teeth, we buy plasticware, 
paper plates and bowls because it takes 
so much water to wash dishes. We 
have to boil water to wash pots and 
pans, we’ve filled bathtubs with water 
right after the storm started for flushing 
toilets; that’s gone. We filled ice chests 

IF YOU GO
➤ WHAT: “Miracle on 4th 

Street”

➤ WHEN: 3:25 and 6:25 

p.m. Friday, Feb. 26

➤ WHERE: Rio 10 Cinema, 

Kerrville

➤ MORE INFORMATION: 

www.miracleon4th.com/
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COVID case numbers ‘down significantly’

Youth ranch out of food gets help from store

Miraculous stories

Producer and director Charlie Minn, left, interviews Stephen 
Willeford in front of the First Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs. (Courtesy photo)

Central Texas Electric Co-op General 
Manager Bob Loth provides information 
at Tuesday’s emergency meeting of 
the Kerr County Commissioners Court 
regarding the damage from Winter 
Storm Uri. (Times photo by Sean Batura/
photo@dailytimes.com)

Aubree Reed buys groceries 
at Ole Ingram Grocery on 

Wednesday. (Times photo 
by Sean Batura/photo@

dailytimes.com)

Doc represents survivors of Sutherland Springs shooting

County businesses open at 75% capacity

“W
e’ve had 
no power, 
no water, 

no cell service, landlines 
have gone down 
because of the trees 
and the ice. … Many 
of the people out there 
are scared and angry, 
and some of them are 
at their wits’ end — I 
mean mentally about to 
give up.”

SHERYL CARDWELL, 
Mountain Home resident


