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People wishing to earn 
their motorcycle license can 
take advantage of the train-
ing class available this week-
end at the Hill Country Youth 
Event Center, 3785 Highway 
27 in Kerrville. The two-day 
course will teach riders new to 
motorcycles about how to safely 

operate them, including basic 
operations, street strategies and 
understanding the safety in traf-
fic on the part of of the rider.

Conducted by the Rider 
Training Facilitation Courses 
group, headed by Cindy Flores 
and Dave Metcalf, the class 
will be 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 24 and Sunday, 
July 25. Flores and Metcalf have 
59 years of teaching experience 

between them, and they have 
been motorcycle riders for 
a total of 87 years.

“We are trying to 
offer the class once 
per month, work-
ing with Destination 
Cycles, who provide 
the motorcycles, 
and the Hill Country 
Youth Event Center for 
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A 33-year-old Kerrville man got a 
chance to avoid becoming a felon after 
he pleaded guilty to threatening his 
common law wife with a pistol. 

The man, who isn’t identified due to 
the nature of the case, was sentenced 
July 16, to 10 years probation pursuant 
to a plea agreement, approved by 198th 
District Judge Melvin “Rex” Emerson 
Jr., between court-appointed defense 
attorney Deborah Perry and the office of 
198th District Attorney Stephen Harpold. 
If the defendant violates probation, a 
judge could legally sentence him to 

Plea deal allows him 

chance to avoid prison

Man admits 

threatening 

wife with gun

Pastor Glenn Luhrs is the new pastor at St. Paul’s Methodist Church. (Times photo by Tom Holden/photo@dailytimes.com)
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Glenn Luhrs, Air Force veteran, rises to challenge
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When Glenn Luhrs preached at 
churches in Sterling, Sabinal and Gruene, 
it was common for multiple generations to 
be present on a single pew. 

In his new role as pastor at St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church in Kerrville, 
Luhrs’ job is to meet the needs of a dif-
ferent kind of congregation, one he said 
is “monogenerational,” which means it’s 
mostly seniors who attend. Luhrs said a 
church of this type comes with benefits.

“There are advantages to having a 
really mature congregation,” Luhrs said 
Monday. “A lot of the people I meet are 

very connected with God and who God 
is and who God is in their lives. That’s 
a good thing. I have a lot of retirees that 
also are willing to spend time volunteering 
both at the church and in the community.”

Luhrs said the congregation hopes 
they eventually have a multigenerational 
church. 

“We just need a plan to get from here to 
there,” Luhrs said. 

The COVID-19 pandemic didn’t make 
charting that course easier; the church 
is still rebuilding services to the pre-pan-
demic level.  

Luhrs connects well with the older 
church membership, due in part to his 
parents having lived during the Great 

Depression. 
“My mother and father were born in the 

1920s, so their values come from that time, 
and I must admit, I kind of share some of 
their values in this way,” Luhrs said.

Luhrs, who lives in the area with his 
wife and 18-year-old daughter, brings his 
own maturity to the pastoral role, having 
heard the calling later in life. He spent 
more than 20 years in the U.S. Air Force, 
worked in communications and computer 
systems and has been a pastor for the last 
six years. 

Luhrs’ path to Christianity has been a 
long one, having fallen away from the faith 
for many years. He was raised Catholic but 
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County explains 

how to apply for 

FEMA assistance
Residents must call helpline before 

setting up an online account
Staff report
news@dailytimes.com

Some Kerr County property owners have 
run into roadblocks as they try to claim 
federal assistance for repairs needed in 
the aftermath of the mid-February winter 
storm, county officials reported Thursday.

“I’m getting calls from residents, who 
are unable to complete the FEMA registra-
tion online” said Kerr County Emergency 
Management Coordinator William B. 
“Dub” Thomas. “I contacted my FEMA rep-
resentative, and she explained the proper 
procedure so our people can file success-
fully for Individual Assistance.”

Rider takes a role in safety as 
top priority of motorcycle course

EIC requests $100K increase in budget

Gil Salinas, executive director of the Kerr Economic 
Development Corp., presented the Economic 
Improvement Corp. board with his 2021-22 fiscal 
budget, which was $100,000 greater than the 
previous year, due to two events his organization 
will host in November.
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Gilberto Salinas, executive director of the 
Kerrville Economic Development Corp., presented 
his proposed budget to the Economic Improvement 
Corporation board of directors on Monday at city 
hall. The budget as presented was more than 
$100,000 greater than the budget for 2020-21, 
and the bulk of that increase involved two events 
planned for November of this year.

According to Salinas, the main event is the 
Business and Innovation Forum, a three-day event 
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