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The consensus among officials who 
offered presentations at Thursday’s 
economic summit in Kerrville was that 
the city is perfectly placed to become a 
regional retail hub and attract more blue- 
and white-collar workers. 

An alliance of businesses, local govern-
ment officials, nonprofits and economic 

development experts has pledged to make 
this a reality, as evidenced by the various 
presentations at the fourth annual Hill 
Country Economic Summit.

“We want to take this community now 
to a whole different level,” said one of 
the event’s speakers, Gil Salinas, Kerr 
Economic Development Corporation 
chief operating officer.
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Kevin Mazzu owns the McDonald’s on Sidney Baker Street. He and his wife, Lis, 
took an unlikely route to find each other before settling their family in Kerrville.
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Valentine’s 
Day, Friday,  
Feb. 14, 2020

See MAZZU, page 8A
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The airplane doors were 
closing for a full flight, ready 
for takeoff from Sacramento, 
but there was one last person 
rushing toward the gate.

Hours before, Lis had made 
impromptu plans to visit her 
brother in Los Angeles. She 
tossed together a bag and 
rushed to the airport, sweep-
ing up the last ticket and just 
barely sliding into a middle 
seat next to a stranger. It was 
Valentine’s Day 2001.

“I just think it was kismet 
that there was only one seat 
left on the plane,” Lis said.

She and the man in the 

seat next to her, Kevin Mazzu, 
spent the whole flight chatting. 
They reconnected six weeks 
later for a first date — after 
all, she lived in Sacramento 
and he lived in LA. 

After a year of bonding over 
travel, adventure and points 
of view, Kevin thought it was 
time to ask the big question.

“I felt like I’d met some-
one who had comparable 
morals and values for what 
I wanted,” Kevin said. “We 
weren’t teenagers, weren’t 
in our 20s, so we had expe-
rienced life, had successful 
careers. We pretty much knew 
what we were looking for.”

DESTINATION: TOGETHER
Fateful Valentine’s Day flight  

sets pair’s love story in motion

I just think it was kismet that there  

was only one seat left on the plane.“
”LIS MAZZU, Kerrville
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Coronavirus case 
confirmed at San 
Antonio hospital
Stacy Fernández
The Texas Tribune

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
has announced the first 
confirmed case in Texas of 
a patient contracting the 
new strain of coronavirus 
that has led to a world-
wide epidemic.

The individual who 
tested positive for 
the new coronavirus, 
recently named COVID-
19 by the World Health 
Organization, is iso-
lated and receiving 
medical care at a hos-
pital in San Antonio, 
Mayor Ron Nirenberg 
said at a Thursday press 
conference.

The individual was part 
of a group that was flown 
to a San Antonio Air Force 
base Feb. 7 on a State 
Department-chartered 
flight from the Hubei 

province in China. Of the 
91 people on the flight, 
only one showed symp-
toms, Nirenberg said.

The other 90 mem-
bers in the group are 
considered “at high risk 
of having been exposed 
to this virus,” the CDC 
said. They are subject to 
a 14-day quarantine on 
the military base and will 
be released Feb. 20, said 
Capt. Jennifer McQuiston, 
the deputy director of the 
center’s Division of High 
Consequence Pathogens 
and Pathology. 

“On Feb. 7, the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services began 
transporting American 
citizens evacuated from 
the Hubei province of 
China, and Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland Air 
Force base was one of the 
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VOICES FROM 
THE ECONOMIC 
SUMMIT FLOOR

“The information 
presented by the 
Texas Workforce 
Commission and 
all of their many, 
many programs, 
was amazing. It 
made me think of 
some of our local 
groups that could 
very well utilize 
that if they’re not 
already.” – Lynn Niles

“I was very happy 
with the atten-
dance we had. 
Through the work-
force commission’s 
presentation, I 
learned how they 
can work with the 
EDC. Sounds like 
the economy is 
going to continue 
to do well.” – Brian 

Bowers, Centennial Bank 

senior vice president

“You need to know 
these things to see 
what direction (to 
go), and if it’s not 
good, what can 
we do to change 
it? I see that we’re 
vibrant, we have 
good people here, 
young people, and 
we’ve got to see 
what it takes to 
get our town going 
and what to do for 
young people in our  
future.” – Alex Starovic

Clint Fiore, president of Texas 
 Business Buyers, introduces Gil 

Salinas, COO of the Kerr Economic 
Development Corporation, on Thursday 

at the Hill Country Economic Summit.

Summit speakers discuss 
how to attract employees
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