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In Texas, person-to-person sales of 
firearms do not require background 
checks, but after two mass shoot-
ings in Texas in less than a month — 
one in El Paso and one in Midland-
Odessa — the lieutenant governor 
has openly supported closing the 

supposed loophole. President 
Donald Trump has also endorsed the 
idea.

The man who fatally shot seven 
people in West Texas, Seth Aaron 
Ator, was federally barred from 
possessing a firearm, ABC News 

reported. It was later reported that 
he purchased his weapon in a pri-
vate person-to-person sale, allowing 
him to avoid a background check.

FASHION
FORWARD

Tivy students

At Tivy, it’s all about 
being comfortable and 
creating your own look

Ariel Lutnesky
ariel.lutnesky@dailytimes.com

The most popular look these days is 
that there is no most popular look — at 
least among Tivy High School students.

Current fashion trends are all about 
originality and self-expression, said Hans 
Schlunegger, a senior at Tivy. On any 
given day, students may sport anything 
from Birkenstocks and necklaces to 
thrifted jeans and octagon-shaped glasses.

“You’re able to express yourself with 
what you wear and how you present 
yourself to others,” Schlunegger said. 
“That sticks with you throughout high 
school. There’s endless choices for 
clothing, and everyone has a different 
style.”

Another Tivy senior, Grace Guerriero, 
who plans to study fashion after 
graduation, attributes the media to the 
rise of individuality. Pop culture stresses 
that people should just be themselves, she 
said.

But it hasn’t always been this way. 
Guerriero and Schlunegger’s classmate, 
Race Risinger, said fashion in the past 
was more focused on who was wearing 
the hottest brands.

“For my grandparents, for instance, you 
had to be wearing Levis jeans. That was 
the thing,” Risinger said. “Now, it’s like 
nobody really cares as long as they look 
cool.”

While brands matter less, thrift 
shopping is on the rise. The youth are 
looking for the boldest look that makes 
them feel themselves, Guerriero said. It 
helps that thrifting often supports local 
stores and being sustainable.

“We’re trying to find who we are 
in high school,” Guerriero said. “The 
stronger identity and the more bold 

In the wake of shootings, Texas 
wrestles to prevent gun violence

A WAVE OF 9-11 
REMEMBRANCES

Where 
were 
you? 

CHRIS FALCON
➤ I was in the Navy on leave in Kerrville. I 
was scheduled to fly back to San Diego that 
afternoon out of San Antonio. My mom woke 
me up that morning after the first plane hit. 
I started watching the news in disbelief and 
saw the second plane hit and at that point I 
knew we were going to war. I wasn’t able to 
fly back for a couple days until they cleared 
the flights. When I got on base everything was 
on lockdown. Once every Sailor made it back 
to the ship USS Coronado we headed out to 
sea to prepare for what we knew was about 
to happen. Yes, it was actually a little scary 
thinking and wondering how long we would 
be deployed, but I was proud to be serving 
in the Navy and doing what I could for my 
country...Hooyah.

Louis Amestoy
louis.amestoy@dailytimes.com

On Sept. 11, we asked our readers, via our 
Facebook page, to share their memories of 
that horrific day in American history, and the 
following is a sampling of the raw emotion 
and memory of that day when nearly 3,000 
people lost their lives. 

ROY AYALA
➤ I remember watching this happen as I was 
boarding the plane to fly to Kentucky. The 
faces and the tears as we watched the towers 
fall on TV. Living in Arlington next to DFW 
Airport, the night skies were quiet after that. It 
was very haunting.

See FASHION, page 5A

AMY KUBIN
➤ I was taking my 3 young sons to day care 
before I went to work when it came on the 
radio. People talked about it all day and my 
boss said if we all wanted to go home and 
be with our families. My second oldest son 
was 3 at the time, now he serves in the Navy 
loud and proud, on the USS New York no less, 
forged with over 7.5 tons of steel salvaged 
from the South Twin Tower, in the bow of the 
ship!

See REMEMBRANCE, page 6A

THE SECOND AMENDMENT

The Texas Tribune
news@dailytimes.com

T
 he debate, along with the scorching rhetoric, about Texas gun control in the wake of two mass 
shootings heated up as Republican leaders sought to find a middle ground on the issue. 

The result, however, was more like a feud rather than a working dialogue, especially when 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick said stranger-to-stranger gun sales should involve a background check. 
That irritated the National Rifle Association, which has long counted Patrick as an ally. All 

of this comes as Texas Democrats are calling for Gov. Greg Abbott to call the Legislature back for a 
new session to consider these matters — a move Abbott rejected. Abbott, however, last week laid out 
eight executive orders that sought to reduce the chance of a mass shooting, but even that was widely 
criticized. 

BACKGROUND CHECKS
ON PRIVATE GUN SALES

FROM FACEBOOK
➤ We asked our audience on Facebook what they 
thought of measures to create background checks on 
person-to-person gun sales here in Texas. Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick supports it, the NRA says no. The choices were: Yes, 
it’s a good idea (57%), or No, we don’t need it (43%).  
There were 235 people who voiced their opinion in the 
poll.  Of those voting yes, 63% were women, of those 
voting no, 58% were men. 

YES

NO

See GUNS, page 6A
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